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TO THE. 


ELECTORS 

IT a. 15 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
J Countrymen, . 

FT ER having, during ſeven years, tried 
niſhed me with, to obtain juſtice from Govern- 
deſtiny : while, for the ſake of poſterity, I ſub- 


to your conhderafion- 


The ſecurity of his reputation or good name, 
from the arts of detraction and flander, are 
< rights to which every man is entitled, by rea- 
4 ſon and natural juſtice ; fince, without theſe, 
© it is impoſſible to have the en) joyment of any 


ment; I now bend, deſponding, to my hard 


That profound Tavyer, the. late Judge 


Blackſtone, warrants me in aſſerting, that 


every means that my imagination fur- 


mit my caſe, contained in the following ſheets, 


C other advantage or right.“ And the ſame ; 
elegant writer ſays, - 6 ** That if there ſhould 


« e. 


* 


_ 
—_—— 


\ 


( vi ) 

happen any uncommon injury or infringe- 
ment of the rights before mentioned,” (I 
mean thoſe ſtated in his Rights of Perſons), 
c which the ordinary courſe of law is too de- 
« feQtive to reach, there ſtill remains a fourth 


* ſubordinate right, appertaining to every indi- 
_ © vidual, namely, the right of petitioning the 


« King, or either Houſe of Parliament, for re- 
"Me dreſs of grievances, | 


The ordinary courſe of law not extending 


to afford me relief in the inſtance of which I 


had to complain, and this doctrine of that 


great man coinciding with my own ſentiments, 


I confidently petitioned the laſt Houſe of Com- 


mons, for redreſs againſt the grievance of my 


reputation and good name having been injured 
by a FALSEHOOD, expreſſed in a petition 
addrefled to that Honorable Houſe, and recom- 
mended by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
in His Majeſty” $ name, to the conſideration of 
the Houſe. I alſo petitioned the King, after- 
wards, on the ſame ground, and on other cauſes 


of complaint: and prayed for redreſs. 5 


The Houſe G to receive my petition.— 
Its ſentiments, therefore, were made n 
but, to this hour, I have not had che means 


of acquiring thoſe of His Majeſty. ' 
I ne 


( wi ) 


And as the ſame enlightened and conſtitu- 


tional author authorizes me to advance, that 
the ſuppoſition of law is, That neither the 
King, nor either Houſe of Parliament, (col- 
* lectively taken), is capable of doing any 
« wrong; ſince, in ſuch caſe, the law feels itſelf 
« incapable of furniſhing any adequate remedy: 


For which reaſon, all oppreſſions which may 
“happen to ſpring from any branch of the ſo- 


« yereign power, muſt neceſſarily be out of 
e the reach of any ſtated rule, or expreſs legal 
« proviſion ; but if ever they unfortunately 
« happen, the prudence of the times mf provide 


© new remedies upon new FOO” 
Such an emergency wy caſe preſents. 


Let me then beſeech you to inſtruct your re- 
5 preſentatives in Parliament, to get the law at 
preſent exiſting (which I have inſinuated does 
not afford relief- in this inſtance) amended, ſo 


as to give the ſubject a remedy hereafter, againſt = 
whoever ſhall aſperſe his character by any 
FALSEHOOD ſtated in a petition to the 
Houſe of Commons; although ſuch petition h 
may be recommended in His Majeſty name, to. 


_ the conſideration of the Houle. f 


-4 


And. 


(vii) 
And as the right of the ſubject to petition the 


| Crown for redreſs of any grievance, and in 


order to obtain juſtice, is nugatory, while the 


communication of the Royal Pleaſure is with- 


held; let me alſo beſeech you further to in- 


ſtruct your ſaid repreſentatives, to obtain an act 
of Parliament, to aſſure the communication of 
the Royal Will, by Hie Majeſty's Miniflers, to 


every ſubject who may in future preſent ſuch 5 


2 of ares to the King. 


By which means, I hope, that the laſt man 


who ſhall be driven to deſtruction in this 


country, by the abuſe of power, and its con- 


temptuous neglect, will be 


Your i injured fellow-—ubjedt; 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


London, 1ſt Auguſt 1791. 


TO THE 


KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


THE HUMBLE PETITION or | 
JAMES SUTH ERLAND, Eſq. 


LATE YOUR MAJESTY's COMMISSARY AND 
JUDGE OF THE VICE ADMIRALTY COURT 
IN THE ISLAND OF MINORCA, | 


M oft hunbh ſheweth, 


HAT on the eighth day of Ap inſtant, he 
Petitioner incloſed a memorial, of which 

that hereunto annexed is a duplicate, and three 
papers, to Lord Sydney, one of Your Majeſty's 
principal Secretaries of State, requeſting that the 
ſame might be laid before Your Majeſty, as ſoon as 
it ſhould be in his Lordſhip s convenience to do 
$0.*, 
That on the Gerdbnch inſtant, a Petitioner did 


himſelf the honor of writing another letter to Lord 


Sydney, to beg he favor that his Lordſhip would 


* No. 1. in the 1 is a copy of the letter written to 
Lord Sydney « on that occaſion. 
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condeſcend to inform him, whether chat had been 
done, and when “. 
That the Petitioner has not been honored with 
ſuch condeſcenſion by that Noble Lord. 
That the Petitioner has a helpleſs wife, attending 
a daughter who has conſumptive indications, that 
after having been ſent to Briſtol, was removed to 
Devonſhire, until the preſent temperate ſeaſon 
| ſhould admit of her being taken to Abergavenny; 
now waiting for his preſence and aſſiſtance : And 
the Petitioner does not rely leſs on Your Majeſty's 
royal feelings as a huſband and a father, than on 
thoſe as the father of your people; that the ruin- 
os expence which has long attended the Petitioner, 
from ſucceſſive indiſpoſition in his family, as well 
as the misfortune and anxiety of being ſeparated, 
may not be increaſed by his being detained from 
them to a diſtant period. 


1 The Petitioner, therefore, with all the duty and 
veneration of a good ſubject, humbly lays 
himſelf at Your Majeſty's feet, to implore 
Your Majeſty's deciſion, and a communica- 

tion of it, on the prayer of that memorial. 
And the Petitioner, as in duty bound, 
Mall ever pray, &c. e. &c. | 


. pri 1785, 


—— 


* No. 3. is a copy of this letter. 
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TO THE 


KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


JAMES SUTHERLAND, ESQ. © It 


The humble Memorial of James SUTHERLAND, Eſq; 


late Jour Majeſty's Commiſſary and Judge of the 
Vice Admiralty Court in the [land of Minorca. 


MOST HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


HAT the Honorable General J ames Murr ay, 


late Governor and Vice Admiral of the ſaid 
Iſland, having in Auguſt 1780, ſuſpended him 


from his ſaid office, the Memorialiſt never obtained 


official information of the reaſons which the General 


had aſſigned to Vour Majeſty for ſuch proceeding. 
That the conqueſt of Minorca by the Spaniards 
having brought the General to be amenable to the 


courts of juſtice of this country, the Memorialiſt 
brought an action againſt him, in Your Majeſty 8 
Court of Exchequer, to obtain redreſs for that injury. 

That General Murray, under pretence of want- 


ing witneſſes that were abroad, and by other arti- 


fices, retarded the cauſe from being brought to a 
hearing; ſo long, as to make it impoſſible, that 


when it at length came on, he ſhould not be fur- 


* 


niſhed with every means of defending himſelf; and 


therefore, after the Memorialiſt had felt extreme 
anguiſh at every mode of delay that had been prac- 


tiſed, having a wife whoſe limbs were almoſt uſe- 
n . 


il 
i 
1 
1 
4 
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leſs to her, and a ſickly family; and being obliged 
for their ſupport, and for the proſecution of his 
ſuir, to borrow money to ſuch an amount as increaſ- 
ed his debts to more than one half of the ſum which 
he finally recovered in his action: he at length 


conſoled himſelf, on the day that his cauſe was ſet 


down for a hearing, with the idea, that General 
Murray would, in open court, urge every thing 
that he had ever thought himſelf at liberty to re- 
preſent, either openly, or ſecretly, as culpable in 
the Memorialiſt.—And to induce the General to 
do ſo, he uſed every method of calling upon him 
to exhibit ſuch charges at the time of trial. 
That notwithſlanding thoſe calls, General Mur- 


ray, inſtead of offering a aftificirion of his conduct, 


by impeaching the character of the Memorialiſt, 
ſuffered his counſel to take an exception to an al- 
leged defect in the Memorlialiſt's declaration; but 


this objection was not allowed to withhold the cauſe 


from going to the jury, who, upon a full diſcuſ- 
ſion, found a verdict for the Memorialiſt. 5 
That the Me morialiſt being afterwards wie 
that ſuch verdict was defective, applied for a new 
trial; and the cauſe of action was tried a ſecond 
time, after a period of five months had intervened, 
and given the General a further opportunity of pre- 
paring for juſtification 1 Yet chicane was attempt- 
ed to put off the trial; under pretence that a wit- 
neſs was neceſſary to be produced, who, never- 
theleſs, when he appeared in court, was not exa- 
mined, ES e 720 
185 That, 


JAMES SUTHERLAND, ES. 12 


That, at this ſecond trial, the counſel for General 
Murray went into a juſtification of his conduct. 


And after a full and ſolemn hearing, the jury, 


with the approbation of the judge, found a verdict 
for the Memorialiſt. 


That one of the Memorialiſt's ſons, who had 
been in priſon with him, and had written a letter 
for him to Dr. Franklin, which the General had 
made the baſis of criminal inſinuations; attended 
in a conſpicuous part of the court, at each of the 


trials, by the deſire of the Memorialiſt, in order to 


give the General an opportunity of examining him 


in the ampleſt extent: But as General Murray's 


diſpoſition to avoid fair inveſtigation, every where, 
would not ſuffer him to lay the copy of that letter 
before the public, when called on to do ſo by the 
Memorialiſt; ſo the General's counſel had too 
much diſcernment to touch upon it, or to examine 


the Memorialiſt's fon; from whoſe evidence the 


Memorialiſt muſt have derived the moſt abſolute. 


proof of affection in himſelf for Your Majeſty, and 
his country, and of his zeal for Your Majeſty's ſer- 
vice: as well as that the Memorialiſt did, at all 

times, but once moſt ſolemnly, in a moment when 


he thought himſelf near expiring in priſon, recom- 
mend to his fon, to hold that love, and that zeal, 
ever as near his heart as he ſhould do the princi- 


ples of his religion, or his truth, or his honor; 


and that while they were in priſon, it having come 


to his knowledge that the twenty-fifth regiment, 
in which the Memorialiſt has another ſon, was ſaid 


== RAS 
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14 THE CASE OF 


to have received orders to hold itſelf in readineſs to 
embark for America, either the Memorialiſt him- 
ſelf wrote, or, by the Memorialiſt's deſire, the one 


which was with him did write to that fon, requir- 


ing him, by the duty and affection which he owed 

to a father, who never expected to ſee him again, to 
make no diſtinction between the enemies of his 
country, and to exert himſelf bravely againſt the 
-This will appear by the paper No. 


Americans.- 


1. being an extract of an affidavit which his ſon 


made before a magiſtrate, after the laſt trial. 
That the Memorialiſt, extremely anxious to 


have every thing regarding that letter ſearched into 
In the ſtricteſt manner, made diligent enquiries 


about it at the Secretary of State's Office for the 


Home Department, and allo about a letter which | 


he had written on the ſeventeenth of June 1779, 


to Lord Weymouth, then Secretary of State for 


the Southern Department, (of which letter fuller 
mention is herein after made), each time that this 
cauſe was coming on to trial; and he had been 
poſitively aſſured, as well when Lord Sydney was 


for the firſt time in that department, as afterwards, | 


in the time of his Lordſhip's ſucceſſor in office, 
that neither of thoſe letters were there, 


That the reaſon the Memorialiſt ſought for them 
in the Home Department, was, that when Lord 
Hillſborough had been Secretary of State for the 
Southern Department, kis Lordſhip once produced 


This Paper is No. 4. in the Appendix. 


JAMES SUTHERLAND, rsd. E 


the letter written to Dr. Franklin; and alſo becauſe 
the Memorialiſt underſtood, that upon the ſuppreſſion 
of the third Secretary of State, the papers that had 
been formerly in the Office of the Southern Depart» 
ment, were placed in that of the Home one,—— 
Yet the Memorialiſt, juſt before the laſt 11 
thought it adviſable to apply to Your Majeſty's 
then Secretary of State in the Foreign Depart- 
ment “, requeſting, that if that letter was in his Of- 
fice, the Memorialiſt might be allowed to have a 
copy of it, as he felt it to be extremely neceſſary 
for him; not only becauſe the Memorialiſt had ob- 
tained a new trial, in which he wiſhed for a full in- 
veſtization of facts; but alſo becauſe the Memorialiſt 
meant to avail himſelf gf that very letter, to ſupport 
his ſolicitations for favor and reward from Your 
Majeſty ; ; expreſling at the ſame time, the moſt ar- 
dent deſire, that as the tendency of it had been 
much miſrepreſented, the original letter might be 
laid before Your Majeſty, 
Thar in conſequence of ſuch application, not 
only ſtrict ſearch was made for the letter in the Fo- 
reign Department, but when it appeared that ir 
was not there, Mr, Auſt was ſent from thence to 


* The Right Honourable Charles James Fox. Here let me 
pay the tribute of Juſtice and Gratitude due to that Great Man, 
for his behaviour on this occaſion. —Unacquainted with Mr. Fox, 

and unconnected with any of his Friends—he ſaw me without he- 
ſitation heard my ſtory with equal patience and politeneſs j| and 
in my preſence, directed Mr. Fraſer, who was then Under Secre- 


tary, to enquire about that Ter, that he might ſhew it to the : 
King. | 


= enquirg 


THE CASE Of 


enquire about it in the other Secretary of State's 
Office; and that gentleman was authorized to 


aſſure the Memorialiſt, and he accordingly did ſo, 
that he and Mr. Nepean had examined the whole 


correſpondence between Lord Hillſborough and 


General Murray, and that neither that letter, or 
any indication of it, were to be found : But that 
he had ſeen a lip of paper, which mentioned, 


that Zhree papers had been taken out of that correſpon= 
dence . 
That had that letter been hats the Me- 


| morialiſt's counſel would have examined his ſon 


regarding it, before an Engliſh Judge, and an. 


Engliſh Jury; ſo as to have put calumny to eternal 


ſilence. | 
And here, Sire, the Memorialiſt is at a loſs to 
find language ſufficiently expreſſive, and equal to 


the duty, humility, and affection, that he feels 


for his King, and with which he is defirous to ap- 
proach Your Majeſty ; to remonſtrate, that he feels 
himſelf aggrieved by ſuch aſſurances, ſo repeatedly 
civen to him, of the non-exiſtence of the letter to 
Dr. Franklin, in the Secretary of State's Office. 
——Truſting to thoſe aſſurances, the Memorialiſt 
was baffled; and did not avail himſelf, as he other- 
wiſe would have done, of the benefit and aſſiſtance 
of the laws of his country; thinking it uſeleſs to 


ſerve a ſubpana duces tecum, to compel the pro- 
- duction of a paper, which, notwith/tanding ſuch aſ- 


ſurances, a Clerk from Lord Sydney's Office afterwards 
N to a Committee F the Houſe of Commons when 
General 


JAMES SUTHERLAND, we 17 


| General M urray wanted it, for the purpoſe of injuring 


the Memorialiſt. 
That the Memorialiſt ſubmits with all humility, 
that the lives, the property, and (he is convinced 


from what he has experienced) the reputation of 
_ Engliſhmen may be endangered, if ſtate-papers are 


withheld when called for in their vindication; and 
produced, only, when wanted to ſupport a criminal 
charge: And that the evil will be increaſed, if, 
after having been produced for the laſt-· mentioned 


| Purpoſe, not only copies thereof ſhall be refuſed 


them, but, ſtill more, that they ſhall be denied 
even a communication of the contents of ſuch pa- 


pers! —— And as there muſt have been improper 
conduct, in ſome perſon, concerning his letter to 
Dr. Franklin, he humbly hopes, without pretend- 
ing to impute ſuch impropriety to any particular | 
perſon, that Your Majeſty's juſtice will be exerted 


in enquiring into this matter: And he alſo hopes, 
that it will, in like manner, be exerted, in enquir- 


ing by whom, and for what purpoſe, three papers 
were taken out of the correſpondence between Lord 
Hillſborough and General Murray, as reported by 
Mr. Auſt ; and how it happened that the Memori- 
aliſt's letter to Lord Weymouth | was not forth- 7 
coming. | 


And the Memorialiſt further repreſeats, That as 


he never had a wiſh to make any attack on General 
Murray, that did not originate in the principle of 


ſelf-defence; he ſatisfied himſelf with eſtabliſhing 


his public character, by publiſhing the trial of his 


= 4; cauſe, 


— - 
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cauſe, without the leaſt invective or comment; am- 
ple, as the field was, which it afforded him for 
ſuch: perſuaded, that the good ſenſe of mankind 
would lead them to believe, that the General, at 


that trial, had not omitted to allege every thing 


againſt the Memorialift, to which the art of law- 


yers could poſſibly give a color. — And in order 
to put an end to all difference between them, the 


Memorialiſt afterwards wrote General Murray a 
letter, of which No. II. * is a copy, requiring apo- 


logies from him on eight articles: But although 


the General did not think proper to anſwer that 
letter, he ſome time afterwards had a converſation 
with a gentleman on the ſubje& of it, in which 
_ explanations regarding it took place; and that gen- 
tleman delivered the Memorialiſt a paper, to which 


he put his name, as containing the explanations 


given by General Murray on that occaſion ;——lt 
is ſtated in ſuch paper, that the General admitted, 
that the particular circumſtances and fituation 
which occaſioned the Memorialiſt's letter to Dr, 


Franklin, rendered it juſtifiable; and that he did 


declare, that he never conveyed, or meant to con- 


vey, any idea of criminality in the Memorialiſt on 
the ſubject.— And a few days after this, a friend of 


the Memorialiſt's having applied to him, and told 
him that one of General Murray's friends had ſpoke 
to him about the affair, and therefore he wiſhed to 
be of uſe between them; the Memorialiſt delivered 


eB is not thought neceſſary now to inſert this Paper. 


his 
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his friend a letter, in which, after having, 75 gratißſ / 


the good diſpoſition and dęſire of that gentleman, expunged 
ſome ſtrong expreſſions that were in it, ſufficient 


indications of reprehenſion remained for the General 


to digeſt; of whom, in the concluſion of it, the Memo- 


rialiſt took (what he meant to have been) a final 


leave; expreſſing his determination to hear no 
more of him, directly or indirectly : But he firſt re- 


queſted, that his friend would get a copy of that 
letter communicated to the General, through the 
ſame channel in which the application to him had 


been made: and this was accordingly done. 


That the Memorialiſt held it impoſſible, that after 


ſuch tranſactions as thoſe, General Murray could 
ever mention the letter to Dr. Franklin, in any man- 
ner diſadvantageous to him: Yet, to his extreme 
aſtoniſhment, he ſome time after heard whiſpers 


which indicated that the General was doing ſo, to 


induce Your Majeſty to grant him a ſum of maney, 


to indemnify him for what he had been agudged to 


Pay the Memorialiſt. 
That the Memorialiſt not holding a vague report 
to be ſufficient grounds to authorize him to make a 


formal remonſtrance to any of Your Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters about ſuch a matter, he made attempts to 


inform ſuch as it moſt regarded, of what he had 
heard; and to inſinuate, that at the ſame time that 
he wiſhed to be conſidered as not preſuming, in the 


leaſt, to object to the granting General Murray any 
ſum of money, otherwiſe than ſo far as ſuch grant 
might go to affect his reputation under color of 

C2 RO that 8 
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that letter, he would entre at to be laid at Your Ma- 
Jeſty's feet, humbly ſupplicating, that his own trial 
and puniſhment, if there was any thing wrong in the 
letter, conſidering the circumſtances under which it 


was written, and the motives from which it appa- 


rently originated, might precede every other act 
operating to affect him as the author of it. And it 
having occurred to the Memorialiſt, that that would 
not be an improper moment to preſent a memorial 


to Lord Sydney, (having always entertained the 


deſign of ſo doing at a proper ſeaſon), ſetting forth 
his humble pretenſions to Your Majeſty's favour. 
and munificence; concluding ſuch an application 
would naturally draw forth every thing that could 
be urged againſt him; he therefore did preſent 


| ſuch a memorial to his Lordſhip, humbly requeſting. 
himſelf and his caſe to be laid, with the greateſt 


In 


duty and veneration, at Your Majeſty's feet. 


that memorial he ſtudiouſly avoided introducing 


the General's name with any expreſſions of diſreſpect“. 

That to the injuries which the Memorialiſt therein 
ſtated to have been done to his health, by his having 
been a ſtate priſoner to France, he can with great 


truth add, the frequent ſwelling of his left jugular 8 
artery, threatening him with ſudden diſſolution; — 
his inability to uſe his pen, with that facility and 


diſpatch that he formerly did ;—and his not being 


able to apply to buſineſs of weight, or to uſe a 
ſtrong exertion of the mental faculties, in order to 


procure a maintenance for himſelf and his family. 


* A copy of that Memorial immediately follows this one. 


That 
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That the Memorialift had ſeveral official conver- 
ſations, at Lord Sydney's Office, with Mr. Nepean, 
the medium of ſoliciting his Lordſhip to obtain 
Your Majeſty's determination on his ſaid memorial, 
and of acquiring a knowledge of what Your Ma- 
jeſty's ſentiments were reſpecting him: And at laſt, 


on the twenty-firſt day of July, the Memorialiſt was 


there, officially, aſſured by that gentleman, that a 
copy of ſuch part of the ſaid memorial as related 


to the Treaſury department, would that day be 


ſent from thence, with a letter to the Treaſury ; and 
that the other parts of it would be taken into ſerious 


conſideration as ſoon as poſſi ble. In conſequence 


of which aſſurance, the Memorialiſt, on the twenty- 


fixth day of the ſame month, applied in writing to 


Mr. Roſe, at the Treaſury, to know whether any 
proceedings had been had at that Board, regarding 


his ſaid memorial, and Lord Sydney's letter; and 


the Memorialiſt felt ſome ſurprize, when he was 


told by one of his clerks, that Mr. Roſe had de- 


fired him to inform the Memorialiſt, that neither 
the one or the other had been ſent thither. 


That the Memorialiſt, in conſequence of this 


information, returned immediately to the Secretary 


of State's Office; but could not get acceſs to Mr. 
Nepean, who excuſed himſelf from ſeeing him, as 


he was extremely hurried with much bulineſs, 


That the Memorialiſt, knowing that Admini- 
ſtration had at that time many. matters of extreme 


_ conſequence to take up their attention, which muſt 
neceſſarily have rendered it more inconvenient to 


2 that 
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that gentleman to have been ſpoken to in ſuch a 
ſituation, than when the hurry of buſineſs ſhould 
be ſomewhat over; he determined, little apprehen-— 
ſive that any machination could be, at that very 
time, ſucceſsfully carrying on againſt him by General 
Murray, to wait with patience a forinight longer, 
without any intruding ſolicitation z; and to employ 
that time in attending to the care of a wife and a 
child, that were indiſpoſed at Brighthelmſtone :— 
What the ſurpriſe and emotion which he felt were, 
on his finding on his return from thence that he had 
been miſtaken in his idea of having no ſuch dan- 
ger to apprehend, Your Majeſty may form ſome 
flight conception of, if your Royal goodneſs ſhall 
\ incline you to direct that four official letters to the 
Right. Hon. Mr., Pitt, and two to Lord Sydney, 
written by the Memorialiſt, may be laid before 
Your Majelty* ; and by thoſe letters it will appear, 
how extremely deſirous the Memorialiſt had been, 
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of meeting and refuting in a full Houſe, every thing 
that General Murray had ſtated in his petition to 
the Houſe of Commons: Yet the Memorialift 
humbly begs leave to explain, that at the moment 
| he manifeſted ſuch a defire of inveſtigating the ſub- 
ject matter of a petition, which that Honourable Houſe 
Had thought proper to receive, he proceeded merely from 
the neceſſity of ſelf-defence ; being otherwiſe un- 
willing to enter, in the Houſe of Commons, into 
a diſcuſſion that tended in a certain degree 10 operate 


No. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, & 10, are copies of them. 
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in the nature of a reviſion of the proceedings that had 
been held in a Court of Law : to which reviſion, if 
the Memorialiſt's delicacy on that ſubject was well 


founded, the Houſe of Lords only, would ultimately 


have been cgmperent, had the General carried the 
matter thither under a writ of error, inftead f 
having acquieſced in the well. Founded * of the 
Court of Exchequer. 

That it was under fuch impreſſion, * General 
Murray had withdrawn his petition laſt ſeſſion, and 


that the Memorialift, in letters addreſſed to Sir 
James Johnſtone, as the relation and friend of the 
General's, that had introduced his petition into 


the Houſe of Commons, had fully refuted the whole 


of the allegations that it contained: that the Memo- 
rialiſt, in one which he prepared to be prefented to 


that Honorable Houſe, ſoon after the opening of 
the preſent ſeſſion, avoided every matter that might 


afford a color of tending to imply a power in that 


Honorable Houſe to take any retroſpect of the 


cauſe of the Memorialiſt's ſuſpenſion; after that the 
deciſion of a court of juſtice, according to the 


laws of the land, had put a ſtamp on ſuch cauſe: 
And therefore, he confined himſelf to complaining 


ſolely of the injurious charge that had been ſtated in 


the General's ſaid petition, regarding the Memori- 


aliſt's having held a ſecret correſpondence with Dr. 
Franklin; and praying for an inveſtigation thereof, 


and for that juftice and redreſs, which, from the 
circumſtances of the caſe, the laws of the land 


could 
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could not hold out to him in a court of juſtice *: 
But, unhappily for the Memorialiſt, his petition 
was not allowed to be brought up in that Honorable 
Houſe; whereby, among other loſſes and diſad van- 
tages which the Memorialiſt felt, a capital one 
was, the diſappointment of his hopes to have ob- 
tained, in the regular courſe of parliamentary pro- 
ceedings, copies of thoſe papers, that he could not 
get elſewhere; and which would have enabled him 
to have approached Your Majeſty with the fulleſt 
refutation of thoſe facts, which muſt have been in- 
troduced under falſe colors, to Your Majeſty's 
royal notice.—— The diſappointment of not being 
able to obtain a remuneration of the heavy expen- 
ces the Memorialiſt had been led into, from the 
attention he neceſſarily paid to the conſequences 
of General Murray's ſaid petition, was only a ſfe- 
condary conſideration with the Memorialiſt ;—— 
| Yet, as the courts of law are unequal to granting 
him redreſs on this head, he humbly begs leave to 
offer the misfortune he labors under in that reſ- 
pect, for Your Majeſty” s royal conſideration and 
bounty. 

That the ſaid petition of General 8 car- 
ried one ſtriking abſurdity on the face of it. For, 
after having ſtated that the Memorialiſt had held a 
ſecret nee, with Dr. Franklin , the Ame- 


* . this petition, and allo my firſt one, have appeared 1 in the 
public prints, both of them are now omitted, 


rican - 
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rican Ambaſſador at Paris, as appears by his inter- 


cepted letters in the office of Your Majeſty's Secre- 


tary of State; it ſet forth, that the Memorialiſt 


was abſolutely returning to Minorca, with the ap- 
probation of Your Majeſty's Miniſters, to take 
poſſeſſion of his office again It is unneceſſary for 


the Memorialiſt to obſerve, that Your Majeſty's 
Miniſters could never have been guilty of permit- 


ting a perſon to return to an office of ſuch conſe- 
quence as that of a Judge of an Admiralty Court 


in time of war, who was even ſuſpected, much 
more known, to have held a ſecret correſpondence 
with Dr. Franklin, 


The Memorialiſt humbly ch to ſtate here, 
that he defies all mankind to prove that he ever had 


any American friendſhips or connections whatever, 
or even one American correſpondent; or that his 
uniform behaviour had been other than that of a 


zealous, loyal ſubjet; rejoicing, upon every occa- 
fion, in the ſucceſs of Your Majeſty's arms, and 
lamenting when they had not been ſo.—To theſe. 


general aſſertions, the Memorialiſt humbly entreats 
to be allowed to add ſpecific facts, demonſtrative of 
his diſpoſition. | 1 

The firſt is, That 1 was an attack 
apprehended to be made on Minorca, while the 


Memorialiſt was there, that he did not offer to 
ſerve perſonally with the troops. in defence of Fort 


: Oy . Phillips“. 3 
5 The 


Not fix W 8 General Murray fulpended me, I ſent 
D him 
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The ſecond is, That when the fleet under Count 
D'Eſtaing, on his firſt expedition to America, were 
fitting out at Toulon; he employed a ſpy, by 
General Murray's defire, (a Mr. Soyris, a French- 
man, over whom the Memorialiſt had great influ- 
ence), to go to France to make obſervations, and 
to communicate them : who being well acquainted 
with ſome of the naval officers of that department, 
had eaſy acceſs to the arſenals, and procured every 
Intelligence that the General had required. 

This mention of that perſon, leads the Memoria- 
liſt to a ſubject about which he has felt much em- 
barraſſment But he holds it abſolutely neceſſary to 
be ſtated; and therefore he humbly entreats Your 
Majeſty's permiſſion to repreſent, that in the letter 
by him written to Lord Weymouth on the 17th of 
June 1779, herein before-mentioned, he pointed 
out to his Lordſhip what had been the cauſes that 
led to the impriſonment of the Memorialiſt in 
France; as well as that when the Memorialiſt ſo 
engaged Mr. Soyris to go to that country, it was 
vpon the expreſs condition that nobody ſhould 


him the following note, viz. * The underwritten, in conſequence 
of a proclamation made this evening, ſignify their intention of 
doing duty as volunteers in the grenadier company of the 51ſt 
© regiment, in caſe of a ſieve of St. Phillips Caſtle ; but don't 
« mean that this Ggnification ſhould extend to ſubje& them to 
a NY law, beſore chat event t happens. 


© TAMES SUTHERLAND. 
© JanEs SUTHERLAND, jun. 


* The Hon. General Murray. Monday night, 26th Tune 1780.” 


know 
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know any thing of his being employed, but the 


General, and the Memorialiſt: and that his hand- 
writing was not to be ſcen by any other perſon *. 
The reaſon the Memorialiſt had for that was, that 
General Murray then had a perſon for his Secre- 
tary, whom the General himſelf was afterwards 
afraid to cruſt with the ſecret of his having freight- 
ed a veſſel under neutral colors, for the ſervice of 


Government; but employed the clerk to that very 
Secretary, as his confidential agent in the buſineſs; 


as will appear by the Paper No. 3+, being a copy 


of that clerk's. affidavit; which affidavit, though 
taken at the General's own deſire, furniſhes a poſi- 


tive proof, ſtrange as it may appear, that General 
Murray was too careleſs about papers of conſe— 
quence; and it will enable Your Majeſty to form 
an opinion, how the buſineſs in which Mr. Soyris 
was engaged, came to tranſpire——This is a fact 
which the Memorialiſt never touched upon before, 
nor would he have done ſo now, had he not been 
politively aſſured, ſince General Murray's applica- 


tion to Parliament, that the General had aſſerted. 


in a letter to Lord Hillſborough, which may have 
made wrong impreſſions on Your Majeſty, that the 
Memorialift, when priſoner in France, had too 


readily confeſſed to the enemy, that Mr. Soyris had 


been employed as a ſpy: Whereas the Memorialiſt 


is poſfeſſed of proofs, demonſtrative, that hat mat - 


ter was publicly known in Minorca, ſoon after Mr. 


* gee No. 11. + This paper is No. 13. in the Appendix. 
D 2 Soyris 
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Soyris had returned from France, ſome months be- 
fore the capture of the Memorialiſt by the French. 
And the Memorialiſt therefore humbly hopes, 
that thoſe aſſertions will be underſtood to be offered 
merely to refute a miſrepreſentation made to Your 
| Majeſty to his prejudice. ——Yet the Memorialiſt, 


in his ſaid letter to Lord Weymouth, of the 17th of 
June 1779, was under a neceſſity of ſtating indiſ- 


cretion in General Murray, regarding the tranſac- 
tion with Mr. Soyris; and at the ſame time to make 
a preciſe complaint againſt the General, for having 
ſent the Memorialiſt a formal meſſage, de/iring that 


he would not in future correſpond with any of Tour Ma- 


' Jeſty's enemies: And the Memorialiſt did entreat 


his Lordſhip, that he might be repreſented, as 
humbly requeſting Your Majeſty's favour and juſ- 


tice, to make General Murray declare the reaſons 
that he had for ſending him that meſſage; and that 


if the General had any thing to accuſe him of, he 
nigh be compelled to do ſo, openly: And alſo 


that 


It was not till after Lord Hillſborough had ſhewn me the 
letter I ſent to Dr. Franklin, that I could conceive what it was 
that the General had alluded to in his meſſage — That that meſſage 
was ſent in one of his flights of paſſion, and that he did not really 
think there had been any thing reprehenſible in ſuch letter having 
been written; as well as that he had not any oſtenſible objection 


to my public or private character, may fairly be concluded, from 
his having ſent me an invitation to dine with him about three 
months afterwards, to celebrate his Majeſty's birth-day in June 
1779; and from his having repeated his invitation a ſecond time 
in June 1780, only two months before he ſuſpended me, although 
[ had refuſed his firſt, and in ſuch refuſal had pointed out that 


meſſage 
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that if Your Majeſty ſhould think that the Memo- 
rialiſt had not merited ſuch a meſſage to be ſent to 
him, that ſuch reparation might be made 7o his in- 
Jured honor, as Your Majeſty ſhould think proper. 


| meſſage as one of my reaſons for doing fo. be following are 


copies of the Cards which I wrote him on thoſe occaſions: 


Mr. Sutherland preſents his reſpects to General Murray, 1 
© begs leave to aſſure him, that he is extremely mortiſied that he 
can't have the honor to dine with him on the 4th of June. 


Mr. Sutherland was the only Civil Magiſtrate that was not 


© invited on the ſame occaſion laſt year : The General had forbid 


© him his houſe ſome time before; and he left the iſland under his 
=—Y diſpleaſure.— When he returned here, after all that he had ſuf- 


« fered in France for ſerving his country, the General received 
4 


lightly, to dine with him; and though he accepted of the invi- 


RI... 


the General ſent to tell him that he was obliged to put off hay- 
ing him to dine till another day! That other day never was 
mentioned till this day: But the General, not long after, ſent 

him a meſſage in form, by Mr. M*Neille, Commiſſary for pri- 
ſoners of war, deſiring, “that he would not in future correſpond 

4 with any of His Majeſty's enemies.” Theſe, and many other 
© combinating circumſtances, made Mr. Sutherland hold it impoſ- 
. © ſible that he ſhould receive an invitation from the General; and 
therefore he has invited ſome gentlemen to dine with his family 
in the country ; where, aſter drinking the health of their Majeſ- 
ties, and all the Royal Family, he will fill A as! to the King” $ 
© Governor and his Garriſon of Minorca.” 


me an tc 


LI 


4 


Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland return their compliments to General 


. Murray. 


Mr. Sutherland i is e ſorry that the General has uſed 
* him ſo as to put it out of his power to accept of his Excellency's 
invitation, conſiſtent with his feelings as a man of honor. 


Mrs. Sutherland is equally ſorry that ſhe cannot do herſelf the 


© honor of waiting on the General.” 


* Thurſday Afternoon, 1| June 1780.“ 


him with-a coolneſs that ſhocked him, but at laſt, aſked him 


tation without heſitating, he had hardly got to his houſe when 
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——And the Memorialiſt did alſo humbly ſolicit 
his Lordſhip, that his health having been much im- 
paired by the confinement, and his fortune having 
ſuffered conſiderably by the long detention of him- 
ſelf and his ſon, at a great expence in France, to 


repreſent the ſame to Your Majeſty; that as that 


misfortune and expence were brought on by what 
he had done for Your Majeſty's ſervice, they might 


become objects of Your Royal conſideration. 


Filled with every impreſſion of the higheſt inte- 
grity and honor of Lord Weymouth, and of the 
reſpe& he feels due to the character of that noble- 


man, the Memorialiſt is 1ncapable of entertaining 


an idea, much leſs ſuggeſting any, in the remoteſt 
degree, inconſiſtent with thoſe reſpe&ful impreſ- 
—[t is his misfortune, however, that he 


to remonſtrate, that he has been extremely ag- 
grieved, by never having been able to learn that that 
complaint had been in any ſhape attended to. 

Had that open and full enquiry taken place, 


which the Memorialiſt, with every ſentiment of 


duty and reverence, thinks his rights as a Britiſh 
ſubject entitled him to expect, on the whole of that 
letter, written near fourteen months before the ſuſpenſion 
of the Memorialiſt; all the loſs, vexation, and diſhonor, 
that have ſince befallen him, from the operations of . 
General Murray, would have been avoided. 


The third, and laſt ſpecific fact, which he has to : 


offer as demonſtrarive of his principles, is, That juſt 
on che ſailing of the French fleet, under Monſ. 


2 D'Orvilliers, 


Sas | 


* 
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D'Orvilliers, at the time that Lord Keppel fought 
them, the Memorialiſt communicated intelligence 
to the Earl of Sandwich, of ſuch a nature that his 


Lordſhip had the goodneſs to aſſure him, he felt 


great ſatisfaction in being able to tell your Majeſty, 


that it was a perſon of his appointment to office, 


that had done Your Majeſty ſuch efential ſervice, 


This circumſtance Lord Sandwich, at the Memo- 
rialiſt's requeit, had the goodneſs to communicate 
to the other Miniſters, after Lord Hillſborough 


had ſhewn the Memorialiſt the letter which he had 
ſent to Dr. Franklin, as before mentioned. In 


the converſation which the Memorialiſt had with 


Lord Hillſborough at that time, his Lordſhip did 


ſay, that General Murray had been much in the 
wrong in having ſuſpended the Memorialiſt; and 
that if the Memorialiſt had not left Minorca after- 


wards, and wrote the note or challenge which he 


ſent from Leghorn, orders would have been ſent 
out for re-inſtating him in his office; but that 
Government were, in conſequence of that, embar- 
raſſed about the perſonal differences. 
That the Memorialiſt, in addition to the proofs >: 
before given, of the moderation of his diſpoſition 

towards General Murray, begs leave to ſtate, that 


at the time that a court-martial was in contempla- 


tion to be held on him, as well as while the court 
was fitting, he avoided every thing that had any 

tendency to an interference againit him; and, that 
_ notwithſtanding, that while the Memorialiſt was 
full of reſentment againſt the General, on account 
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of the unmerited and ill-founded attack by him 
made in the Houſe of Commons as aforeſaid, the 
Memorialiſt did, in his letter to Lord Sydney, of 
the firſt of October, (one of thoſe herein before- 


mentioned), indicate an intention of going into a 
retroſpect before Your Majeſty, of a particular part 


of the defence offered to that court-martial, in 
which the General had ſpoken of the Vice Admi- 
ralty-Court of Minorca in an unwarrantable man- 
ner: Yet, now that the ſoreneſs of his feelings with 
regard to General Murray have been allayed, by 
the correction, which, in the courſe of the Memo- 
rialiſt's endeavours to wipe off aſperſions, he has 

dealt out to the General, he feels an inclination not 
to take ſuch retroſpect; but to remain ſatisfied with 

the General's having done away, in the explana- 


tions that took place as before-mentioned, what 


was injurious to the Memorialiſt in ſuch defence; if 


ia expreſling this inclination, he will be underſtood 
as not flying from an inveſtigation on that article, ſhould 
it be Your Majeſty's pleaſure to have any take place; any 


more than he means to ſhun meeting, and anſwering, 
every thing that General Murray may have repreſented 


to Your Majeſty regarding him, that it ſhall be Your 
Majeſty's pleaſure to order to be communicated to the Me- 


morialiſt, with directions to anſiuer.——After the re- 


fuſal of a communication of various papers, that he 
has met with from the | Right Hon. Mr. Pitt, and 
Lord Sydney, he will preſume only to ſolicit your 
Majeſty, that you will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
direct, that he * be granted an exact copy of the 
letter 


Er 
N 


JAMES SUTHERLAND, -ESQ. 33 


letter written by Dr, Franklin, hat being the only 
one, of which uſe has been made, to impeach the 
loyalty of the Memorialiſt * 

Anguiſh, and perturbation of mind, muſt ever be 
his fate, until an implication, which Your Majeſ- 
ty's meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, regarding 
General Murray's petition, appears to convey, ſhall 
ceaſe to exiſt: ——And therefore the Memorialiſt, 
in all humility, entreats, that if Your Majeſty, after 
conſidering the facts ſet forth in this memorial, ſhall 
continue to think he has been ſo criminal as to 
have held a ſecret correſpondence with Dr. Frank- 
lin, as ſtated in that petition, he may be allowed 
to call on Your Majeſty's equity, to direct that he 
may be brought to trial and puniſhment, according 
to the laws of the land: Since, even ignominious 
death, in the Memorialiſt's ęſtimation of things, is in- 
finitely more defirable than life, under an implication ſo 


inconſiſtent with his ſentiments of loyalty and duty, —— 
But if Your Majeſty ſhall think, that the Memorialiſt has 


always acted as a good, a faithful, and a zealous ſubject, 


be will then humbly loo up to Your Majeſty's Royal 
Clemency for ſome mark of approbation, to change the 


diſhonorable predicament in which he now ſtands, on 
account of the imputations with which his character has 
Seen loaded.” 


That Lord Sydney, in 1 anſwer to a letter that 
the Memorialiſts had the honor of addreſſing to 


him on the chird of September, having ſignified 


. 1 God!—That I ſhould have ſolicited the King in vain, 
for a Copy of this Paper, is almoſt incredible 111! 
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that he had laid the memorial to his Lordſhip be- 
fore Your Majeſty, the Memorialiſt reſpectfully ex- 


Pleaſure thereon. 


this hour, ignorant of Your Majeſty's ſentiments 
” reſpecting chat memorial. 


preſſed his hopes in a ſecond letter, being that of 
the firſt of October before- mentioned, that when- 


ever Your Majeſty's Royal Pleaſure ſhould be de- 
_ termined upon it, his Lordihip would communicate 


it to him; the Memorialiſt felt much mortification 
in being verbally informed by that Noble Lord, on 
the 2oth of November, that his letters had been 
laid before Your Majeſty, and that bis Lordſhip 
could not give him any anſwer as to Your Royal 
— Hence the Memorialiſt is, to 


The Memorialiſt 1 after ſubmitting 
| himſelf and his caſe, as ſtated in this memo- 
rial, and in that to Lord Sydney, with the 
greateſt duty, veneration, and reſpect, that it 
is poſſible for a ſubject to lay himſelf at the 
feet of his Sovereign, moſt humbly ſuppli- 
cates Your Majeſty, that after determining 
upon thoſe Memorials, in the graciouſneſs of 
Your Royal Wiſdom, Tour Maje/ty's Pleaſure 
on both of them may be communicated to him, in 
ſuch manner as to Your W ſhall ſeem 
ou 
And the . as in * bound, 
| ſhall ever pray, &c. &c. &c. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
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RIGHT HONORABLE LORD SYDNEY, 
One of His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, 


The Memorial of James SuTHERLanD, Eſq; late His 


Majeſty's Commiſſary and Fudge of the Vice 4 
miraliy Court in the Hand of Mi e, 


— Hunbh 3 
HAT when the French were fitting out the 
ſquadron at Toulon, with which Count D' Eſ- 

taing failed the firſt time to America, the Honor» 


able General Murray, then Lieutenant Governor 


of that iſland, equally anxious to aſcertain whether 


an attack was meditated againſt him, as ſome troops 


were aſſembled in the South of France, as to diſ- 
cover the true intent of that armament, applied to 
the Memorialiſt to employ Mr. Andrew Soyris 
(who has lately obtained a penſion for his ſervices 


on that-occaſion) to go to France, to make obſerva» 


tions, and procure intelligence. 
That Mr. Soyris was ſo averſe to the bulineſs, 


4 he would not have undertaken it at the deſire 


of any other perſon; but having been long em- 


ployed as an interpreter in the Memorialiſt's office, 
and owing him obligations that were binding on 
him, he engaged to eee wt 27 did Sy ſucceſs- 


fully, 


That this 1 md has part which the Me- 
morialiſt had in it, having unluckily tranſpired, he 
| E 2 Was 
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was thereby involved in danger, calamity, and miſ- 
fortune, as herein after mentioned. 

That ſhortly after Mr, Soyris had returned from 
France, the Memorialiſt having reſolved upon 
coming to England, ne went to Nice; where, find- 
ing that Britiſh ſubjects were allowed to travel 
through France unmoleſted, he took his route 
through that country, and, during the whole of his 
journey, was attentive to every thing that he heard, 
| ſaw, or could learn, regarding the intentions of | 
France againſt Great Britain. 

That when he was preparing to leave Paris, fork 
unuſual difficulties and delzys occurred in his ob- 
taining his paſs, as indicated that he was then re- 

garded with a ſuſpicious eye. þ 
That when his paſs was obtained, he loſt no time 
in quitting Paris; and having travelled rapidly night 
and day, he had not only the good fortune of being 
the firſt perſon that gave Adminiſtration intelligence 
of the ſailing of the French fleet from Breſt, on the 
cruize in which they were encountered by Lord 
Keppel; but he alſo furniſhed them with preciſe in- 
formation of the number and force of it, as well as 
what the intentions of the French Miniſtry were, 
not ſolely reſpecting that fleet, but as to other in- 
tereſting particulars; the whole of which information 
was verified by events, except as to the invaſion 
of this country, which formed a part of it; and 
though this did not take place, i it nr was 
then in contemplation. 

That the Memorialiſt had the honor of commu- 
= nicating 
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nicating ſuch information perſonally to the Earl 
of Sandwich; and His Lordſhip expreſſed the 
greateſt ſatisfaction to him, that a man whom he had 
appointed to the office which he held under govern- 
ment, had done the King ſuch eſertial ſervice. 


That the Memorialiſt, on preparing to return to 
Minorca, was charged with diſpatches from the Se- 


cretary of State's and the Admiralty offices, for 
General Murray ; and was therefore directed to pro- 
ceed through Germany, inſtead of going through 
France, as he would otherwiſe have done; and he was 
furniſhed with a letter from Lord Weymouth to 
the General, directing payment to be made him of 


the difference of expence that he ſhould thereby c 
- Ihcur; 


That the Memorialiſt proceeded commiioaty to 
Nice; where a Sardinian veſſel was hired, by direc- 


tion of our conſul Mr. Birbeck, purpoſely to carry 
him to Minorca, on board of which he was taken 
on the 16th of October 1778, by an armed boat be- 
longing to one of three xebecs under the command 
of the Chevalier de Montgrand, in violation of the 
principles that France had, with much parade, pro- 
1 Fe ed regarding neutral colors. 
That the Memorialiſc ſoon- learnt, a it had 


been in agitation to have taken him up when at Paris; 


and that the French Miniſter of the marine had been 
ſo attentive to his motions afterwards, that he had 
ſtationed different crutzers in the vicinity of Leg- 
horn, Genoa, and Nice, the commanders of which 
5 A | -+= 


l 
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had orders 2% take him out of any veſſel whatſoever 
where he fhould be found. ä 
That the officer commanding the boat chat took 
him, brought a paper in his hand; at which, and 
at the Memorialiſt's perſon, he looked alternately; 
which paper the Commodore afterwards ſhewed 
him, and he found it contained ſo minute a deſcrip- 
tion of him, as to mention that he ſometimes wwore a 
round or ſcratch wig : This circumſtance confirmed 
the ſuſpicions he already entertained, that ſome in- 
formation regarding him had been originally ſent to 
France from Minorca, as he had not any ſuch wig 
during his abſence from thence; and he in that 
inſtant declared ſo to one of his ſons, who had tra- 
velled with him from England; to whom he after- 
wards ſhewed the wig alluded to, as ſoon as they 
entered his houſe, on their arrival at Mahon, where 
it had remained. 92 8 
That the Memorialiſt and his fon were ſent to 
Toulon, and from thence to Aix in Provence; where 
they remained priſoners on parole until the twelfth 
of November following, when he woas removed from 
thence, and put into cloſe confinement as a priſoner of 
tate, in Fort St. Nicholas at Marſeilles ; to which 
place, his fon, voluntarily ſurrendering himſelf to 
ſuch confinement, was allowed to accompany him; 
and there the contemplation of his diſmal proſpects, 
and the evils that might ariſe to his then large fa- 
mily, if deprived of him, filled the Memorialiſt 
with inconceivable horror; and on the ſecond day 
of 
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of his confinement, he felt the menace of an apo- 
plexy, from which he was relieved by being bled 
in the critical -moment: but from that hour, he 
became ſubject to convulſive, hyſteric fits, and to 
nervous and ſpaſmodic complaints. | 
That although he was ſoon afterwards allowed to 
take a little air, for a ſhort ſpace of time, daily, on 
the ſummit of the caſtle, with the officer of the guard 
only, the rigidneſs of his confinement was not re- 
laxed in any other particular; and at length the Me- 
morialiſt became ſo extremely emaciated, and his 
mental faculties ſo impaired, that the Commandant 
of the Fort allowed a phyſician and two ſurgeons to 
viſit him, and to hold a conſultation about him; 
and the reſult of their deliberation having been ſent 
to Monſieur De Sartine, that Miniſter cave orders 
that he ſnould be releaſed, and allowed to go © 
Aix again, as a priſoner upon parole; and this order 
abſolutely ſaved his life, as he could not have exiſted 
in confinement three days longer: But although 
his life was thus preſerved, his nerves, and his whole 
frame, had received ſuch ſhocks as he has never 
totally recovered... - 5 | 
That notwithſtanding his mantis þ to bi pa- 
role, ſuch ſuſpicions were ſtill entertained of him by 
the French Miniſtry, that a perſon was appointed to 
inſpect the moſt trifling thing that he wrote, or that 
was written to him. 5 . 
That on the Memorialiſts being « ak ex- 
changed as a a priſoner6f war, General Murray, in con- 
3 ſequence 
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ſequence of Lord Weymouth's letter before men- 
tioned, paid him his own and his ſon's extra expences 
until their arrival at Nice; but as that letter did 
not authoriſe the General to do more, the Petitioner 
did not apply to him for any thing in conſideration 
of his heavy expences during his and his ſon's deten- 
tion, and his indiſpoſition in France; or what he 
paid the perſons that did the buſineſs of his office for 
him, while he was ſo detained: And therefore he 
humbly hopes, that as thoſe were incurred in conſe- 
quence of his ſervices to his country, they may not 
be conſidered to be leſs objects for the extenſion of 
His Majeſty's Royal bounty, than the expences of 
thoſe officers of the garriſon of Minorca have been, 
who were lately hoſtages with the Spaniards, 

That the memorialiſt was in England, but his 
family were in Minorca, when the Spaniards, under 
the Duke De Crillon, attacked it; and the Duke, a 
ſew days after his landing there, having miſcon- 
ceived the meaning of a letter that had fallen into 
his hands, in which the Memorialiſt's wife was men- 
tioned, he placed a centinel at the door of her houſe, 
and put her into confinement in it.—— This had 

| ſuch an effect upon a body and mind too much 
worn out before by anxiety and misfortune, that 
ſhe attributes the almoſt total loſs of the uſe of her 
himbs in a great meaſure to it: — When ſhe was re- 
| leaſed, having (till apprehenſions and fears, ſhe fold 
| moſt of the Memorialiſt's effects, (and no other 
man in the iſland, except the Governor, had effects 
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of ſuch value) in the greateſt hurry, and to vaſt diſ- 


advantage; and leaving the reſt of his goods in the- 


hands of perſons, that, to keep themſelves from ſuſ- 


| picion of Engliſh attachments, will now be afraid 


to own they are his, though they would have re- 


ſtored them if the iſland had not been ceded to 

Spain, ſhe quitted Minorca as ſoon as poſſible, and 
brought her family, at a great expence, through 
France to Englahd.—The loſs and expence which 
the Memorialiſt hereby ſuſtained, he alſo humbly 
hopes, he may look up to the Royal Munificence for 
a remuneration of. 


That the Memorialiſt was 3 of twenty 
years in the King's ſervice, as Judge of two of His 
Majeſty's Vice Admiralty Courts; firſt, in that of 


Gibraltar, and afterwards at Minorca; and diſ- 
charged'his duty with propriety, integrity, and to 
1 ſatisfaction of the ſuitors who came before him 3 
of which, teſtimonials exiſt in your Lordſhip's Office, 
moſt honorable to him: And he has preſumed to 
: incloſe minutes of a tranſaction that happened be- 


fore the late war, between Mr. Becker, a Daniſh 
Commodore, and him at Minorca; by which it will 


appear, that he declined ſo large a fee as one/ hun- 


dred and eighty pounds, to which he was legally 
entitled, (and which his circumſtances rendered de- 


ſirable at the time), in order not to paſs over the 
occaſion that preſented itſelf of ſhewing to foreigners 
his Gilintereſtedneſs and delicacy i in office; and to 


make Proper impreſſions on his Daniſh Majeſty” 8: 
F pans Miniſters, 
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1 


Miniſters, of our national juſtice and character , 
the brilliancy of which was never tarniſhed 1 in his 
hands: 


* NN UTE $ of a TranſuBion between the Dar ih 
p Commodore Becker and Mr. Sutherland. 


« In November 1770, Commadies G. w. Becker, 8 
of His Daniſh Majeſty's ſhip the Prince Frederic, applied to Mr. 
© Sutherland, as Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court of Minorca, 
© by letter and memorial, demanding juſtice to be adminiſtered 
© againÞ, a Minorquin pilot, who had run that ſhip upon the rocks 
© near the entrance of the harbour of Mahon, and on whom tae 
Commodore had cauſed a Court of Enquiry to be laid before Mr. 
Sutherland, I it ſhould be conſidered as evidence againſt 
© the pilot. 
© The letter was not init; but in the concluſion of the me · 
morial, there was ſomething a little like it, and tending to con- 
vey a menace of his applying to ſuperior powers, if he did not 
find that redreſs that he expected from Mr. Sutherland. Indeed 
the Commodore ſeemed to have entertained an idea, that there 
© was a diſpoſition in every one to ſcreen and favour the pilot; 
* which idea, it was underſtood, originated from General John- 
| © ſtone, who then commanded in the iſland, having with great pro- 
« priety required him to deliver the pilot up, who had boon detained 
© as a priſoner on board his ſhip. 1 
« Mr. Sutherland, without ſhewing that he felt that 1 f 
vote a very civil anſwer to the letter, and pointed out what ſhould 
be the regular mode of application to him. In conſequence 
© of this, the Commodore conſulted an Advocate, and brought a 
* ſuit againſt the pilot for the amount of the damages the ſhip had 
* ſuſtained. The cuſtom of collecting the Judge's fees there, i is, 
that before he paſſes his ſentence, the complainant Pays him two 
and a half per cent. on the amount of the ſum in litigation, 
which he afterwards recovers from the reſpondent, i in caſe he ob- 
* tains judgment againſt him®*. | 


The ne demanded by the commodore v were v1 very con- 


© * Except in Prize Cauſes 3 for 4 there the Fees ar regulate by an AQ of 
Parliament, ; | * ; 
„ | 5 viderable, 
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hands: And it is his pride to boaſt, that notwith- 
ſtanding the prodigious number of captures which he 
condemned during he late war, NOT ONE AP - 
PEAL was brought from any of his ſentences, ſo 
much were they reſpected by the en of all the 
maritime powers. | 
That the Memorialiſt being now out of Cs: 
at a time of life that he cannot apply to any new means 
of acquiring a maintenance for himſelf and his family, 
relies, with all humility, on the juſtice and benignity | 
of the King; looking up to the Royal Goodneſs, 
with equal reſignation and hope, as well for a re- 
muneration of his loſſes and expences, as before 
mentioned, as for a penſion, or any office to which his 
poor abilities are equal, to ſupport him and them, 
1 11 he humbly ſupplicates your e to > lay 


c 1 chat Mr. Sutherland's "IM amounted to chokes one hun- 
* dred and eighty pounds ſterling.— This Commodore Becker 
© knew; and Mr. Sutherland had heard of indirect inſinuations 
having been thrown out, that it was in order to touch ſo tempt- 
ing a fee that he would not puniſh the pilot under the proceed- 
1 inge of the Daniſh Court of Enquiry, as the Commodore, from 
his ignorance of the Engliſh laws and cuſtoms, at firſt expected 
© would have been done: wherefore, though he felt that that ſum 
© would have been extremely uſeful to him, aa he had then a very 
large family, Mr. Sutherland had virtue and reſolution enough to 
" © convince the Commodore of his error, by __ him know, 
© before he publiſhed his ſentence adjudging the pilot to pay the 
damages, that he would not receive any fee whatſoever ; thereby 


_ © demonſtrating to an officer of the King of Denmark, that he . 


« was above every pecuniary conſideration, and giving His Daniſh 
_ © Majeſty's Miniſters, who were acquainted with the tragſaction, 
'4 proper: ideas of our r national juſtice,” 


B'S 


him 
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him and his caſe, with the greateſt duty and venes 


ration, at His Majeſty's feet. 5 
And your Memorialiſt, as in duty bound, 5 

Y Will ever pray, xe. * 1 

5 JAMES SUTHERLAND, 5 

| Blackbeath, 55 1255 I 05 CITES. 15 by 


1 


Mr LORD, "Und Cofec-houſe, Temple, 5th June | tne 2785, 


AFTER an ablince; of * weeks from W on 
a call of duty as a father, which forced me, reluc- 
tantly, to a temporary diſcontinuance of my endea- 
vours to obtain a communication of the King's plea- 
ſure on a Memorial which I humbly preſented to His 
Mejeſty on the 21ſt day of April; J beg leave to 
ſolicit the favour of being informed, whether it is 
in your Lordſhip's power to oblige me with that 
communication, which I feel ſo neceſſary to my re- 
putation, and peace of mind? 

And if it is not in your power, My Lord, to ö do 
ſo at preſent, may I, with all deference, requeſt 
your Lordſhip to make His Majeſty acquainted 

with my humble and earneſt prayer, that His Royal 
determination on my caſe (as a man not leſs dif. 
poſed to meet puniſhment with cheerfulneſs and re- 
ſignation, if I ſhall be found to deſerve it, than 
anxious to receive with duty, and the utmoſt ſen-⸗ 
ſibility and gratitude of a good ſubject, fuch wark 


* favor and approbation. from the King, as my 
| _ conſcience 


i 


JAMBs SUTHERLAND; ESQ, as 


conſcience tells me, I may more reaſonably look 


for, from the Royal wiſdom and goodnels of His 


a Majeſty) may be made known to me? 


1 have the honor to be, with great reſort; 
os My Lord, Your Lordſhip's 


| Moſt obedient, in moſt humble ſervant, 


JAMES SUTHERL AN D, 
I he Right Hon. Lord Sydney. 


. Having received no anſwer to this letter, I 
went on the 13th day of the ſame month, to the 
lobby of the Office of the Secretary of State; and 
being informed that one of the under Sceretaries 
was in his Office, I ſent him the following note: 


Mr. Sutherland preſents his reſpe&ful compli- 


ments, and requeſts the favor of being to d, 
© whether any information is meant to be given him 
on the ſubject of a letter which he had the honor 


of writing to Lord Sydney laſt week.” 


t That note was immediately returned to me 


by the official meſſenger, with the following words | 
| od to it ; > 


"ooh IF any ha is 10 be given to Mr. Sutberland, it 
* vl be ſent to the Grecian C Mee He. Pl 
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46 THE CASE o 
TO THE 
KING's MOST EXCELLENT * MAJESTY, . 


SIRE, 


UFFER me, 1 humbly defeorh Your Nagel, 
at Your Royal Feet, to petition my Sovereign, 
benignly to conſider my anxious ſituation, 
A davghter ſo dangerouſly ill that her phyſician 
has held it imprudent ſhe ſhould have waited for my 
wiſhed- for arrival, is now, by ſlow and eaſy journeys, 
proceeding from Devonſhire towards Abergavenny; 
 Janguid in the arms of an unhappy mother, whoſe 
own infirmities, of themſelves, make ber aus 
every attention and conſolation, 3 
Should my child die before I ſee her, the laſt 
moments of her life will be embittered by my ab- 
ſence, and the uncertainty of what may be the 
fate of the dutiful application that 1 Hove made to 
my King. * 
Impelled by ſuch irreſiſtable oondidiencions as thoſe 
I have ſtated, it is to that amiable ſenſibility which 
ſo conſpicuouſly forms a part of Your Majeſty's 
character, that I preſume to look for forgiveneſs, in 
offering them, in all humility and duty, as urgent 
cauſes of my imploring the communication of Your 
Royal Pleaſure, on the ſubje& of the Memorial 


The original of this was preſented to the King, after the 2 
| Drawing-room at St. mn 5, on © FREY the 4th of May 


„ 
IM which 
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which Your Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to re- 
ceive from me. 

That God may long preſerve your Majeſty, 

in uninterrupted peace and happineſs,/ to be 


the bleſſing of man“ ind, is the moſt ardent 
prayer of, 


„ 
Your Majeſty” s moſt dutiful and 
Loyal ſubject and ſervant, 


JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


TO THE 
KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 
The humble Petition of Jawzs Sornzuncany, Eh; 


late Your Majeſty's Commiſſary and Judge of the 


Vice Adniralty Court in the iſland of Minorca, 


Mos HUMBLY SHE WEIR, 


HAT on a the ſeventh * of June inſtant, the 


Petitioner had the honor of writing a letter 


to the Right Honorable Lord Sydney, one of Your 
Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, intimating, 
That after an abſence of four weeks from town, on a 


call of duty as a father, which forced him, reluctantly, 
to a temporary diſcontinuance of his endeavors to 


obtain a communication of Your ne,! Royal . 


* The original of this was preſented to the King, after the 
n at St. James 3, on Tharlday 23d June 1785. 


Pleaſure, 0 
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Pleaſure, on the Memorial which he humbly pre- 
ſented to Your Majeſty, on the twenty-firſt day of 
April laſt, he begged leave to ſolicit - the favor of 


being informed, whether it was in his Lordſhip's 


power to oblige the Petitioner with that communi- | 
cation, which he felt ſo neceſſary to his reputation 


and peace of mind And aſking that Noble Lord, 
whether, if it was not in his power to do ſo then, 


the Petitioner might, with all deference, requeſt 
bis Lordſhip to make Your Majeſty acquainted 


with his humble and earneſt prayer, that Your 


Majeſty's Royal Determination on his caſe might 
be made known to him? 


That on the thirteenth inſtant, the Petioace re- 


paired to the lobby of the Office of the ſaid Secretary 


of State, and having learned that one of the under 
Secretaries was in his Office, he wrote a note, in 


which he preſented his reſpectful compliments, and 


requeſted the favor of being told, Whether any in- 


formation was meant to be given him on the ſub- 
ject of that letter? Which note was immediately 


returned to him, by the official meſſenger, with the 
following words ſubjoined to it, viz.——“ If any 


c anſwer is to be given to Mr. Sutherland, ir will | 


6 be ſent to the Grecian Coffee- houſe.” 


That the Petitioner, not having been able to pro- | 


cure any other information at the Secretary of 
State's Office than what he has mentioned, and 


finding that there has not been any anſwer ſent to 
dis ſaid letter, moſt humbly begs leave to ſtate 
thoſe circumſtances. to "Youp Majeſty, in extenua- 
| 1 | | tion 
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tion of his preſuming to approach his Sovereign 
again, to lay himſelf at Your Royal feet, with all 


the fervent zeal, dutiful affection, and humble 
ſubmiſſion of a good ſubject, poſſeſſing a con- 


ſcience which tells him he may look up with hope 


to Your Majeſty” s benignity and benevolence, 


With which ſentiments, and with none other, 
the Petitioner moſt humbly ſupplicates Your 

_ Majeſty, to diſpole of him, and his ſaid 
Memorial, in ſuch manner as to the graciouſ. 
neſs of Your Royal wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet: 
And that, ſurrounded as he is with accumu- 
lated and increaſing misfortunes, his family 
and himſelf may no longer remain in ſuſ- 
penſe and anxiety, e Your Majeſty” 83 
pleaſure. 


And the Petitioner, as in duty bound, 
mall ever pray, &c. &c. &c. 


JAMES SUTHERLAND, 


G TO 
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To TuE 
' KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY #, 


SIRE, 
A SUBJECT who is equally filled with zealous 


k. attachment towards his Sovereign, as with 
the moſt perfect reſpect and veneration of his 
princely and private virtues, to which he is cer- 
| tain an appeal will never be made in vain, when- 
ever relaxation from more momentous.concerns can 


admit of Your Majeſty's recollecting that one has 


been made; lately caught at the ſlendereſt twig of 
hope, that through the channel of one of the pub- 


lic prints, there might be a poſſibility of his names 
meeting the notice of his King in a moment of = 


leiſaure. 
In the various turnings of à mind — by 
anxiety, a new idea has occurred to him, of hum- 
bly laying himſelf at Your Majeſty's feet, with that 
paper in his hand ; in a place, and at a time, 
when it is moſt PR. that ſuch a moment may 
exiſt, - 

And he humbly begs leave to aſſure Your Ma- 


ö jeſty, | that when he delivered his Memorial to You, | 


* The original of this was preſented to the King at Ken, on 
the 21ſt July 1785. 


+ The Paper herein alluded to, i is the Public Advertiſe of 


Tor: 12, 127 
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Sire, he had not a conception of giving umbrage 
or diſguſt to any of Your Majeſty's Miniſters :— 
And he hall be extremely concerned, if he has, 
unintentionally, offended any of them: For as he 


never, even in thought, deviated in the leaſt from 


his duty to Your Majeſty; ſo his diſpoſition, and 
his wiſh, have been, to have demeaned himſelf re- 


ſpectfully towards them.—And he further entreats 


that he may be allowed to ſay, that that application 
to Your Majeſty was founded in neceſlity; and 


that if he could have obtained the fignification of 
Tour Royal pleaſure, on his Memorial to Lord 


Sydney, Your Majeſty never would have been 


| troubled with the other: And he can moſt ſo- 
lemnly declare, that his diſpoſition is not a vindic- 


tive one. 


That God may bleſs Your Majeſty with a long 
and happy reign, is his fervent wiſh: as much 
as that, at the laſt day, his eternal ſalvation 
may depend on his having ever been, 
Jour Majeſty's moſt dutiful 
and faithful ſubject and ſervant, 
- JAMES SUTHERLAND, 


52 - THE CASE OF 


To THE 
KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY #, 


FTER that almoſt all the communities in the 
kingdom have preſented addrefſes on Your 


Majeſty” s happy eſcape from the late intended aſſaſ- | 


ſination , an individual, nearly-overwhelmed with 


anxiety, poſſeſſing to the full as much attach- 


ment to Your Sacred Perſon as the warmeſt of 
thoſe addreſſes can have profeſſed, ſubmiſſiyely begs 
leave to expreſs his humble congratulations. 


In addition to the common intereſt which every = 
good ſubject hath in Your Majeſty s preſervation, 
he feels a diſtinct one; anguiſh, and perturbation 
of mind, from a cauſe heretofore made known ta 


Your Majeſty, ever attend him :— 


-He, therefore, 


particularly offers up his adoration and thankſgiv- 


ings to the God of juſtice and mercy, who pre- 
ſerved You, Sire, in the moment of danger; that 


Your Majeſty till liyes, and has the power of al- 


leviating his diſtreſſing feelings. 
Retiring unto a farm and obſcurity, he hum- 
bly. prefumes, without an idea of — other 


* The original was e to che King © > was going to 


Chapel at Windſor, about eight o'clock, on Saturday morning, | 


| 26th Sept. 1786. 
ö By e Nicholſon, 


retroſpect, 


hope, with modeſt confidence in the beneficence of 
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retroſpect, to annex a copy (except a ſmall 
part that he has omitted) of a memorial which he 
formerly addreſſed to Lord Sydney, ſtating his ſer- 
vices, and his humble claim to favor from Your 
Myjeſty, - 
He moſt dutifully entreats, Sire, that Your Ma- 
jeſty will graciouſly condeſcend to take the ſame 
under Your Royal Conſideration ; and he will then 


his Sovereign, for ſome proviſion from the Ruyal 
Hand, to prevent his family's feeling thoſe hard- 
ſhips (which, could they be confined to himſelf, 
would be more ſupportable to him,) that muſt 
otherwiſe attend them in his retreat: — Such a 
public mark of Your Majeſty's favor wall allo re- 
move diſhonorable implications from him, and 
thereby reſtore tranquillity to his mind. 5 


That Almighty God may preſerve Your Ma- 
jeſty, and all Your Royal Family, in unin- 
terrupted happineſs, many, very many years, 
is the fervent deſire of, 


SIRE, 

' Your Majeſty 8 moſt faithful 
Servant, and loyal ſubject, 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


TO. 


54 THE CASE or 
KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY *. 


SIRE, 
GAIN I humbly oleic myſelf before my 


Sovereign ;—and while I moſt ardently re- 
Joice at Your happy recovery, I as fervently im- 
plore that Providence which has ſo lately beſtowed 


the firſt of bleſſings on Your Majeſty r, to ſupport 


me, left the conſtant uneaſineſs of mind, under 


which I labor, from a ſenſe of the injuries that I 


have ſuſtained, the neglect with which I have been 
ſo long, and am yet treated, by Adminiſtration, 
e that, within a few months paſt, 
I have written a reſpectful letter to the Miniſter 
regarding my ſituation), and the avgmented, but 


: ſtill accumulating misfortunes, that are overwhelm- 


ing myſelf and my family, may drive me to di + ng 


rion. 


Let me then, Sire, be bands. with great 


duty, to entreat Your Majeſty, that either the 


| Juſtice, or the favor, which I have heretofore ſuppli- 
_ cated at Your Royal Hands, may, at Fenn, be 


graciouſly « extended to me. 


1 ut the 1 into the Ling s hand at Weymouth, on 
Saturday the 25th July 1789. 
+ The reſtoration of his ſenſes, 
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That God may bleſs and preſerve Your Ma- 
jeſty, the Queen, and Your Royal Progeny, 
is the earneſt wiſh of, | 

SIRE, 


Your Majeſty? s moſt faithful 
Subject and ſervant, 
JAMES SUTHERLAND, 
Late Judge of the Admiralty at Minorca; now 
dwelling at Lower Ebford, near Topſham, 
Devonſhire. 


E The letter alluded to in the foregoing ſuppli- 
cation, is one that I wrote to Mr. Pitt, on the 


fifteenth of March preceding, wherein I incloſed a 


| petition to the Houſe of Commons, and ſolicited 


his good offices with the King regarding it, 


After ſtating my ſervices nearly in the words of 


that afterwards ſent to the Treaſury, the petition 


« 


concluded thus: - 
„That the Petitioner has been ſeveral years out 
of His Majeſty's employment, and, in the decline 


of life, has already tried ſuch means of acquir- 


ing a maintenance for himſelf and his family, 


as he thought were the moſt eligible; but, un- 


happily, thoſe means, inſtead of anſwering his 


hopes, have completed his ruin.—— That on | 


the Petitioner's having been exchanged as a pri- 


ſoner of war, General Murray, in conſequence 


of Lord Weymouth's letter before mentioned, 


paid him his own and his ſon's extra-expences, 
until their arrival at Nice; but as that letter 
cc did 
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« did not authorize the General to do more, the 
& Petitioner did not apply to him for any thing in 


« conſideration of his heavy expences during his 


« and his ſon's detention, and his indiſpoſition in 
c“ France, or for what he paid the perſons who did 


ce the buſineſs of his office for him from the time 


& of his capture. And as thoſe expences and diſ- 
« burſements were incurred in conſequence of very 
cc eſſential ſervices he had done his country, he 


e humbly preſumes that he has a fair claim on it, 


« at leaſt, for payment thereof; and as, from par- 
ce ticular circumſtances, he has not hitherto ob- 
ce tained ſuch payment, 


« Your humble Petitioner, therefore, throws 
«© himſelf upon this Honorable Houſe, in 
ce hopes that you will grant him ſuch relief 
& as in your _ wiſdom and Juſtice ſhall | 
cc ſeem meet,” 


2 As I did not hear any thing from Mr. Pitt 
in conſequence of my aforeſaid letter, I went to 
London, and, on the 6th of April, left my card 
with his porter. —On the eighth I returned t0 - 


Downing-ſtreet, and had a converſation with his 
private Secretary, Mr. Smith, in which I requeſt- 
ed the favor of being told what the Miniſter's. 
pleaſure Was, regarding it, and the Petition incloſed 5 


in it. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Smith ſaid, that if any thing was to be done 


for me, he thought the Treaſury would be the 
propereſt place to apply to. I told hin, that al- 


though my inclination led me to prefer the appli- 
cation to Parliament, yet, if it was Mr. Pitt's de- 
fire that I ſhould go to the Treaſury, I would be 
obedient, but that I wanted to know the Miniſter”s 


pleaſure to a certainty, and would not proceed 
either way without that knowledge; and . re- 
queſted, that if he could not then communicate 


Mr. Pitt's ſentiments to me, that he would do me 


the favor to make him acquainted with that conver- 
ſation, and to allow me to return in a few days, 
for the information I ſo earneſtly preſſed bon, --* 


Mr. Sraith told me, I might return in about ten 


days; and that, in the mean time, he would en- 
deavour to be able to give me that information; 


and he recommended that I ſhould then bring a 


| Petition with me, addreſſed to the Treaſury. 


Deſirous to eſtabliſh, incontrovertibly, the fact, 


that I would not apply to the Treaſury, unleſs Twas 


to conſider that application to be ſanctioned by Mr. 
Piti; inſtead of returning to Mr. Smith about the 
time appointed, I preferred writing him a letter 
on the 17th, from which the following is extracted: 


— Sir, agreeable to your deſire when I had the 
© honor of ſeeing you, I have framed the incloſed 
© petition to the Treaſury,—lI have therein explain- | 
© ed my hopes at the hands of Adminiſtration. In 
© the petition to Parliament, from the words, © at 
= legt, 1 made it comprehenſible that ſomething 
. was 
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A 


was implied. I would have aſked the favor of 
you, Sir, to have communicated hat ſomething to 
Mr. Pitt, to be ſuch as I have now explained, in 


A 


« caſe it ſhould have been his pleaſure that the laſt- 
mentioned petition ſhould have been made uſe of; 


A 


whichever of thoſe modes of application may be 
© honored with his opprobation, 7 woill bow, ſubmiſſive, 
to his will.” © 

Shortly after this, I waited on Mr, Smith again, 
who immediately (as if in a hurry) deſired me 
to carry my petition to the Treaſury, I requeſted 
him to give it me for that purpoſe; he told me, 


La) 


that as he could not directly lay his hand on it, 
1 had better to make another copy. —He bowed, N 


and we parted. 
What was II to augur from this ſhort ſcene? 


_ Confident that it could bear no other interpre- 5 
tation (after what had paſſed on the former one, 5 
and on conſidering what I had written to him) than 
that, although he did not expreſs it, he was au- 


thorized by Mr. Pitt to deſire me to carry my peti- 
tion to the Treaſury, and that this direction natu- 
rally implied protection, I left the W be- 
tition at the Treaſury: 
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* 


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 


THE LORDS or HIS MAJESTY's TREASURY. 


The Humble Petition of Jamzs SUTHERLAND, Eſq Þ 


His Majeſty's laſt Judge of the Vice Admiralty 
Court of Minorca, 
MOST HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


HAT when the French were firſt fitting out 
the ſquadron at Toulon, with which Count 


 D*Eſtaing failed the firſt time to America, the 
| Honorable General Murray, then Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of that iſland, anxious to aſcertain the in- 
tent of that armament, applied to the Petitioner, 
to engage Mr. Andrew Soyris to go to France, to 


procure intelligence; who, being extremely averſe 


to the buſineſs, would not have undertaken it for : 
the General; but having been long employed 


about the Petitioner's office, and owing him other 


obligations that were binding on him, he engaged 
to perform it, and did ſo effectually. 


That this tranſaction, and the part which the 


| Petitioner had in it, having unluckily tranſpired, | 
| he was thereby involved in calamity and misfor- 
8 tune, as herein after mentioned. 


That ſhortly after Mr. Soyris had returned to 
Minorca, the Petitioner had occaſion to come to 


: England ; and finding that Britiſh ſubjects were al- 
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lowed to travel in France unmoleſted, he took that 
route; and, during his journey, was very aſſiduous 


to diſcover the intentions of the French againſt 


Great Britain: and having ſucceeded beyond his 


molt ſanguine expectations at Paris, he travelled 


rapidly, night and day, from thence, and had the 


happineſs not only of being the firſt perſon who 
gave Adminiltration intelligence of the ſailing of 
the French fleet from thence, when they were en- 
' countered by the late Lord Keppel; but of inform- 
ing them what orders the French Admiral had, 
regarding the operations of his fleer, the exact force 
_ of which it conſiſted, and what the intentions of the 


French Miniſtry were on other intereſting objects. 
That the Petitioner, on preparing to return to 


Minorca, was directed to proceed with fo = 


from Government by the way of Germany, in 


| ſtead of going through France; and he was fats 
niſhed with a letter from Lord Weymouth, then 
one of His Majeſty's Secretaries of State, directing 


General Murray to pay him the difference of ex- 


pence that he ſhould thereby incur. And he ac- 
cordingly proceeded to Nice, where a Savoyard 
veſſel was hired by our conſul purpoſely to carry 


him to Minorca, on board of which he was taken 


by the French, in violation of thoſe principles 
which France had with much Jonny. PERU | 


regarding neutral colors, 


| That the officer who boarded that veſſel, brought 
a paper in his hand, containing a moſt minute de- 
ſcription of the Petitioner, who ſoon learned, that 
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it had been in agitation to have taken him up when 
at Paris; and that Monſ. De Sartine; then Miniſter 
of the marine, had been ſo attentive to his motions 
afterwards, that he had ſtationed different cruizers 
near Leghorn, Genoa, and Nice, the commanders 
of which had orders not to allow any colors whatever 
to protect him. 
That the Petitioner, and one of his fins who had 
travelled with him from England, were ſent to 
Toulon, and from thence to Aix, where they re- 
mained near a month priſoners on parole; and then 
he was put into cloſe confinement as a priſoner of 
ſtate, in Fort St Nicholas, at Marſeilles, to which 
place his ſon was allowed to accompany him. And 
on the ſecond day of his confinement there, he felt 
the menace of an apoplexy, from which he was 
relieved by being bled in the critical moment; but 
from that hour he became, and continues to be 
ſo ſtill, ſubject to convulſive, hyſteric fits, and to 
nervous and ſpaſmodic complaints; and at length 
he became ſo extremely emaciated, and his mental 
faculties were ſo impaired, that the commandant 
of the Fort allowed a phyſician and two ſurgeons to 
hold a conſultation about him; and the reſult of 
| their deliberations having been ſent to Monſieur | 
De Sartine, that Miniſter gave orders that he ſhould 
be allowed to return to Aix, again priſoner upon 
parole: this abſolutely ſaved his life. . 
That the Petitioner was upwards of twenty years 
in the King's ſervice, —firſt as Judge of the Vice 
Admiralty Court at Gibraltar, and afterwards at 
Minorca; 


95 
* 
" w 
bY 
$a 
6 
Ri 
: 
N 
' 
x 


G2 | THE CASE OF 


Minorca; and diſcharged his duty with honor and 
integrity; of which, among other teſtimonials ex- 


iſting in Lord Sydney's Office, are minutes of a 


tranſaction between a Daniſh Commodore and the 
Petitioner, who declined receiving lo large a fee as 


ene hundred and eighty pounds, to which he was en- 


titled, in order to make proper impreſſions on His 
Daniſh Majeſty's Ministers, of his delicacy in 


office, and of our national juſtice and character. 
And the Petitioner is proud, that notwithſtanding 
the great number of captures which he condemned 


during the late war, NOT ONE APPEAL was 
brought from any of his ſentences, ſo much were they 
reſpected by the ſubjects of all the maritime powers. 

That the Petitioner has been ſeveral years out of 


His Majeſty's ſervice; and having been rendered, 
by his ſufferings in a French priſon, as before men- 
tioned, unequal to much exertion of the mental 


faculties, and the uſe of his pen, he has, in the de- 
cline of life, tried ſuch other means of contribut= 
ing to the maintenance of his family as he thought 


the moſt eligible ; but,, unhappily, thoſe means, 


inſtead of anſwering his hopes, have had a far dif- 


ferent effect, 
That on the Petitioner's having been 8 : 


as a priſoner of war, General Murray, in conſe- 


quence of Lord Weymouth's letter, paid him his 
own and his ſon's extra-expences, until their arri- 
val at Nice : But as the General was not authoriſed 
to do more, the Petitioner did not apply to him for 
any thing on account of their heavy expences during 

their 
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ty 
their detention, and his indiſpoſition in France, or 
for what he paid the perſons who did the buſineſs 
of his office for him from the time of his capture. 


And he moſt humbly begs leave to ſubmir, that the 


one particular ſervice rendered by Mr. Soyris, (and 
in which the Petitioner was alſo inſtrumental) as 


before mentioned, who did not ſuffer in the leaſt T 
thereby, and who had allo received a pecuniary 


gratification at the time of doing ir, | having been 
thought deſerving of a penſion, under an Admini- 


{tration conſiſting of moſt of the Members of the 


preſent Cabinet Miniſters, in conſequence of his 


having ſtated. his claim thereto, to Lord Sydney; the 
Petitioner did not mean to arrogate, when he ad- 
dreſſed a memorial to his Lordſhip on the 5th of 
June 1784; and in entertaining hope, that not 
only a remuneration of the expences and diſburſe- 
ments aforeſaid would have been made him, but 
alſo that a penſion, proportioned to the different 
ſituations in life between him and Mr. Soyris, as 


well as to the much more eminent ſervices that the 


Petitioner had done his country, and to the cala- 


mities thereby entailed on him, would have been 


granted him by Government, from the period that 
Mr. Soyris obtained his. The more ſo, as that 
| Adminiſtration had, with juſtice and liberality, 
made a pecuniary allowance to ſeveral officers of 
the garriſon of Minorca, that had been detained 
as hoſtages by the Spaniards ; and had, moreover, 


granted penſions to different: perſons, not regularly 


in the —_ J ſervice, who. had ſerved during the 
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ſiege of St. Phillips Caſtle; to one of which perſons 


(a Corficen) the penſion aſſigned was, as the Peti- 
tioner is informed, ten ſhillings a day. 
That the Petitioner not having obtained any 
communication of the King's pleaſure regarding 


either of thoſe objects, wc Lord Sydney, (to 


whom nothing inconſiſtent with reſpect is meant by 
introducing his Lordſhip's name), begs leave, with 
great deference, to ſuggeſt to your ane his 
claim to both. 
The dener, therefore, moſt humbly prays 
your Lordſhips to take his caſe under your 
conſideration, and to grant him ſuch relief 
as in your great wiſdom and Juſtice you 
may think proper. 


| And the Petitioner ſhall pray, l &c. N 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


1 On the ffreenth of May, I got acceſs to Mr. 


Roſe at the Treaſury, who aſſured me, that he would 
| take care of my petition, and that I ſhould hear from 


him. I deſired leave to return to him again. He 
then repeated, that he would take care of my petition, 
and that I ſhould hear from him. I waited until the 


twenty- ſeventh, and then reminded him, by letter, 
of that promiſe; and as this did not produce any 
thing, I wrote to him again on the tenth of June, 


telling him, that as I was obliged to leave town 
that day, I requeſted, whenever he would let me 


hear from him, agreeable to his promiſe, he would be 


ſo good as to direct ta me at my late reſidence in 
Devon- 
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Devonſhire ; yet I never heard from him, nor have 
I received any official information of what had been 
the fate of that petition ; notwithſtanding that, the 
day before that on which I wrote my laſt mentioned 
letter to Mr. Roſe, I was privately informed, by 
a perſon who had made himſelf maſter of the fact, 
that the Treaſury Board had put a negative on my 
pretenſions. 


TO THE 


kN MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY *. *. 


SIRE, 


Terram under the weight of the ſevereſt 
> troubles; and trembling, not for myſelf, but 
for my family, at the diſmal certainty, that at 
Michaelmas, when, by a late agreement, founded 
on neceſſity, I am to give up my farm, I ſhall be 
much in debt; and, (ſhould I then be alive, which 
I do not wiſh for, and hardly expect, as the con- 
vulſions in my head become more violent daily; 
and on Friday laſt, being ſeized with one of them, 
I ſtaggered at the door of a ſtranger's houſe, near 

London-Wall, where water and other aſſiſtance at 
length brought me back to diſtracting anxiety), 
wichout any home to bring my wife and daughters 


* Preſented at Windſor, the 22d of Auguſt 1790. 
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ſhould have been a nc 
happily, any expreſſion in that letter can be thought 
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to, who, for months paſt, have lived at a relation's ; 
my hearing almoſt gone, and my ſight decaying 


faſt: I came to town for a week, and have come 


to Windſor for a day, to ſeek an opportunity 
of laying myſelf and my ſorrows at Your Majeſty" B 


"Wide oreſenting my bundle n to Vour 


Majeſty at Weymouth, I wrote another letter to 


the Right Honorable Mr. Pitt, which I meant 


Cobmifive one. If, un- 


not ſufficiently ſo, I do moſt ſolemnly declare, that 
my ſentiments are moſt dutiful to Your Majeſty, 


and perfectly reſpectful to the Miniſter, 


In this predicament, 1. humbly entreat to be 
permitted, Sire, to petition Your Majeſty to for- 


give every indiſcretion of the pen, which the im- 


pulſe of temporary agitation on a troubled mind, 
and convulſive nerves, may have led me into *: 
And then to ſupplicate, with extreme reverence, 
that Your Royal Favour may. be graciouſly and 
ſpeedily extended to my family, if not to myſelf: — 


That when I ſhall be no more, they, and particularly 
my daughters, (who, from the honorable and lucra- 
tive ſituation I once held in Your Majeſty's ſervice, 
were brought up in a way that makes their diſtreſs 


heavier, by having had brighter proſpects held up 


* "This alludes: to my having formerly laid my caſe before the 
Public, (prefaced by a letter to Mr. Pitt), as far as events had 
oceurred at the time of publication. 
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to them), may gratefully contemplate thoſe bleſſ- 
ings of health and happineſs, which I moſt fervently 
implore the God of Mercy to continue to Your 
Majeſty all your life. 
SIRE, 
' Your Majeſty's moſt zealous Subject, 
and faithful Servant, 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


de The letter to Mr. Pitt, alluded to in this ad- 
dreſs, was written in terms of great reſpect, and 
dated the 34 December 1789. —What I have al- 
ready ſtated regarding Mr. Smith and Mr. Roſe, 
is contained in it. I alſo indicated, that my having 
gone to town, and being detained there to follow 
vp my ſolicitation, had been very expenſive: That 
a farm, which I then rented, had been much ne- 
glected during my abſence from it, whereby I had 
ſuſtamed a conſiderable loſs: That, had my letter 
of the 15th of March, procured me information 
that I had nothing to expect through him, thoſe. 
_ evils would have been avoided. And I entreated, in 
as pathe tic amanner as I poſſibly could, that he would, 
with a generous mind, and a feeling heart, conſider 
my ſituation. What follows is the concluſion of 
that letter: Although I am far from deſiring 
ce to take a retroſpect of any meaſures that had been 
e adopted regarding General Murray, prejudicial 
<« to me, and which my too quick ſenſibility hurried 
me to reſent, 1 in a way that I am ſorry for“; yet 
* Alluding to my former publication before mentioned. 
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e will beg leave to point out one circumſtance, 


e argumentative of my ill luck, and of my modera- 


te tion at firſt; and that is, That when I heard it 
<« reported, that the General was ſoliciting the King 
te for pecuniary remuneration on account of the 
te verdict which I had obtained againſt him, and 
„that, to induce His Majeſty to favor him, he had 
« aſperſed my character, I ventured to write to 
e Lord C- d, intimating, that however ill- 


 «& founded the General's claim was, ſtill I had no 
« wiſh to thwart any meaſure that Adminiſtration 
e might chooſe to adopt about him, if done in a 


© manner that ſhould not affect my reputation. I 
« was led to apply to that Nobleman, (whom T 
te muſt ever hold in the higheſt eſtimation), in 
ec hopes, that from his connection with you, Sir, 


& and as I formerly had the honor, through the 


late Sir R—d L—t—n, of being acquainted with 


c him, and had received favors and countenance 


&« from him, I might, through his channel, get 
ce my ſtatement of things communicated to you. 


« His Lordſhip wrote me a note, acquainting me, 


ce that he had ſpoken to the Secretary of State, which 


ewas all that he could do, Not holding a nere 


ce report of the General's application to be ſufficient 


ee ground for my taking any other meaſure, I con- 
« tented myſelf with preſenting a memorial to 
© Lord Sydney, to be laid before the King, ſtating 


e my pretenſions to His Majeſty's favor and muni- 
« ficence, Had that Memorial been diſcountenanced 


66 at the Secretary of State's Office, I ſhould have 


cc concluded, 
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« concluded, that what I had heard of the General's 
ce application was true; and I would then have held 
ic myſelf authoriſed to have ſent you the minutes, 
te which I had before tranſmitted to Lord C d; 
« and I am diſpoſed to flatter myſelf, that had 1 


« done ſo, it would have prevented all the miſchief, 


ec and the expence of about a thouſand pounds that 


« were brought on me, from the conſtruction which 


te J had put on the favorable reception which that 


« memorial met with z and the meaſures I adopted, 
« on finding, when it was too late, that the hopes 


re ] had formed on ſuch reception, had been delu- 
« ſive and deſtructive,” 


1 Lower Ebford, near Topſham, 6th Sept. 1790. 
IHE copy of the ſupplication“ to His Majeſty, 
which accompanies this, will ſhew that I ſhall be 
driven from hence on the twenty-ninth inſtant, to 


go - God only knows where. 
I beg leave to repeat to yourſelf, Sir, every ſenti- 


ment therein expreſſed zo the King +, and to make 


to you, perſonally, the ſame petition and ſupplication 
that I have done to His Majeſty, 


1 have the honour to be, very ref pectfully, &c. 


5 JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
The Right Hon. William LE 


5 That 1 to he King on the 22d Am. 


| + This I meant to allude particularly to the letter addreſſed to 
Mr. chan prelatory to my former — 
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SIR, Lomdoh, 26th Dec. 1790, 


MY neceflities muſt be my excuſe for the intru- 


ſion of this letter, with the incloſed copy of a peti- - 


tion, which I intend preſenting to the Houſe of 
Commons, as ſoon after the holidays as I ſhall find 
practicable. I mean to go out of town for three or 
four weeks, and ſhall return to my preſent lodg- 
ings. My family are quartered on a relation of my 
wife, It is not my intention to diſtribute any 9 3 
of the petition till my return. 
In framing it, I have endeavoured to avoid every 


poſſible tendency of offence, as 1 have not a wiſh 


but to be moſt reſpectful to Adminiſtration, With 


that view, I have adopted the very words with which 
General Murray's petition concluded, for the con- 
cluſion of mine. Would to God J could prevail 


on you, Sir, to uſe your good offices with His 
Majeſty in my favor! l had great hopes that my 
letter to you, covering a copy of my laſt ſupplica- 


tion preſented to the King, would have had that 
effect. How thankful would I be to Providence, 
and to you, Sir, if that hope could yet be verified! 


and that I might have the happineſs to ſubſcribe 


myſelf, with as much gratitude, as I now have the 


honor of doing with reſpect, c. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


g The Righ Hon, William Pitt, 
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SIK, NF | London, 3d March, 1791. 


I have learned, with infinite ſatisfaction, from Mr. 
Sawbridge, that he withheld a petition that I de- 


livered him to preſent to the Houſe of Commons ; 
becauſe you told him on Monday, that you would 
enquire into the nature of my pretenſions, and that 


if they were well-founded, you would on a future 
day recommend it, in His Majeſty's name, to the 
conſideration of the Houſe. 


Allow me, Sir, with a heart overflowing with gra- 
titude for this conſolation, to thank you for it moſt 
fervently: and then to entreat you to peruſe the 
incloſed draught of a petition, in which I have 
amplified thoſe hopes of favor which were but in- 


plied in that given to Mr. Sawbridge. 


Your generous protection of it, Sir, by recom- 


mending it in the King's name, will do me ſuch 


honor as will reſtore tranquillity to my troubled 
mind; and the proviſion that I now flatter myſelf 


| your goodneſs may ſuggeſt to be made for the ſup- | 
port of myſelf and my family, by relieving us from 


ſuch diſtreſs as has long made me wiſh for annihilation, 


will render life deſirable, to pray for bleſſings on 
| His Majeſty, and you, Sir.— 


1 have the War to be, 
With infinite reſpect, &c. 


| JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
No. 6, Saliſbury- Court, Fleet- Street. 


The Right Hon, William Pitt. 
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72 THE CASE OF 


A few days after the date of this letter, I went 
to Downing-ſtreet, to try to get acceſs to Mr. Pitt; 
and, on being told that he was not at home, I left 
my name on a card. I returned thither in about a 
week; was again told that he was not at home; 
and I left a card with my name on it, a ſecond time. 
I went a third time, on the twenty- fifth, when, find- 
ing it impoſſible to get at Mr. Pitt, I enquired for 
Mr. Smith, who ſaw me, and told me, that if I 
would ſend him a copy of my petition, and return 
in a week after, he would let me know Mr. Pitt's 
determination regarding it. I therefore ſent him a 
copy that evening. On the ſecond of April I re- 
turned to Mr. Smith; and he aſſured me, that Mr. 


Pitt had been ſo extremely occupied by the preſſure 


of public buſineſs, that no opportunity had offered 
of mentioning me to him; but that he would be 
mindful of me the firſt time he ſhould find him at 
leiſure, I went again to Mr. Smith, on the four- 
teenth, and received the ſame anſwer, and the ſame 
promiſe, 1 
Having on the nineteenth had a more ſevere con- 4:5 
vulſive attack than any I had been troubled with 
ſince the time of my having been a ſlate priſoner in 
France, I was induced to write to Mr. Pitt again. 


SIR, No. 20, Devereux-court, Temple, 23d April 1791. 
Having ſuch expectations as are given me, that 
you will take my caſe under your conſiderations 1 
3 . 958 would | 
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would not moleſt you, Sir, with any entreaty to do 


ſo ſpeedily, if I had not on Tueſday had a convul- 
ſion of a moſt alarming nature. 


But my apprehenſions for what may be the fate 
of two daughters, in caſe of another convulſive at- 


tack, before the objects of my ſolicitation are ad- 


juſted, will, I hope, plead my excuſe, with a Mini- 
ſter, whoſe ſenſibility and philanthropy have been 


ſo conſpicuous in the debate on the Slave Trade. 


I beg leave to urge another apology; and that is, 
of an attorney, I am expoſed to 
be overwhelmed next term; as he knows, too well, 


that the ſtate of my finances will not enable me to 


face thoſe claims, which he would not otherwiſe dare 
to purſue, 


I have the honor to be, 
Moſt reſpectfully, &c. 


| JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


Right Hon. William Fut. 


he As [ did not hear any thing in conſequence 


of the foregoing letter, I went to Mr. Smith again, 
on the ſecond of May; and he told me, that as Mr. 
Pitt had been out of town all the preceding week, 
he could not have ſpoken to him about me, but 
would certainly do fo as ſoon as he could, Ire- 
turned on the ſeventh; Mr. Smith could not ſee me 


Thie epithet that was in the original, is omitted here,---The 


Attorney alluded to does not reſide an hundred miles from Er. 
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* 


but ſent me word, that Mr. Pitt bad been ſo buſy 
that he could not find an * of mention- 
ing my affair. 


At length I wrote the following letter to him: 


SIR, | Friday Evening, 2oth May 1791. 
As the ſituation of my health and mind will not 
allow me to wait on you again, I muſt beg the fa- 
vor of you to return me the copy of my Petition 
to Parliament, which I ſent you on the 25th of 
March, in conſequence of your having that day 
told me, that if I did ſo, and would return to you 
in about a week, 1 ſnould know Mr. Pitt 8 determi- 
nation on it. 
And ] muſt alſo beg the favor of you, that if you 
ſhall have any communication to give me, it may 
be addreſſed to me according to the direction that | 
I have put under my name. 
In making this application, I mean nothing dif- ; 
reſpectful to Mr. Pitt, or-uncivil to you. | 
ES have the honor to remain, &c. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND, 
No. 20, Devereux-court, Temple, 


Joſeph Smith, Eſq; 


Mr. Steele, the Joint Paymaſter, had told me 
that afternoon, in the lobby of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, the reſolution that the Miniſter had come to 
on my buſineſs. But holding myſelf at liberty to 
make uſe of hies name, I wrote the foregoing letter 

N 0 89 
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to Me. smith, in hopes of obtaining an anſwer 
thereto, ſo that I might have an oſtenſible authority 


for ſtating Mr. Pitt's determination. — But it has 


been my fate never to have been able to get acceſs” 


to the Miniſter, or even to draw one line from him-- 


ſelf, or from either of the Gentlemen that have been 
his private Secretaries. On the Saturday evening 
I therefore wrote to Mr. Steele, ſtating my embar- 
raſſment regarding the want of ſuch oſtenſible au- 
thority. On the twenty-fifth I received an anſwer 
from him, (he had beef out of town part of the in- 


termediate time), from which I have extracted what 


follows:——< You are perfectly at liberty to make 


«uſe of my name on the occaſion, and to quote 


< me; as having informed you, that on the peruſal of 


ce your Memorial, Mr. Pitt was of opinion, that it 
could not, with propriety, be ſubmitted to the 


ce conſideration of Parliament; and that he did not 


think himſelf at liberty to ſignify His Majeſty's 


« confent for that n 


81 R, No. 20, Devereux-court, Temple, 26th May I'79T, 


IN conſequence of Mr. Steele's having intimated | 
to me, that you were of opinion that my Petition could 


not with propriety be ſubmitted to Parliament, and that 
you did net think yourſelf at liberty to fignify His Majeſty's 
| conſent for that purpoſe; I have held it neceſſary to 
make a ſmall alteration near the concluſion of it; 
and 1 have the honor to incloſe a copy, ſuch as the 
original will be, when Mr. Alderman Sawbridge 
| ſhall, on Monday next, move for leave to preſent 
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it. I have alſo the honor to ſubjoin a liſt of papers, 
which Mr. Sawbridge has authorized me to ſay he 
will to-morrow move for the production of. A- 
mong them is a memorial which I addreſſed to Lord 
Sydney, on the fifth of June 1784. It may not 
have come to your knowledge, Sir, that after there- 
in ſtating my ſolicitation for a penſion, I added the 
following words, viz. '© or any office to which his 
„ poor abilities are equal,” -I had ſuggeſted to 
Mr. Nepean, that as the late Mr, Birkbeck, then 
Conſul at Nice, was very old and infirm, I would 
have been glad to have had the reverſion of that 
employment. Allow me, Sir, to ſay, that, with 
all my infirmities, I ſtill think I may be equal to ſuch 
an office as this; and that, far from wiſhing to eat 
the bread of idleneſs, as a drone to my country, I 
ſhould hold myſelf fortunate, in caſe of a penſion 
being granted me, according to the prayer of my 
petition, ſhould it be ſtipulated to terminate upon 
my being appointed Conſul to any of the European 
States, with a proper ſalary, or upon my being 
named to any decent employment in England, that, 
ſuch as I feel myſelf to be, I would venture on, without 
apprehenſion of being afterwards diſmiſſed, on ac- 
count of being unequal to the diſcharge of it. 
EE J have the honor to remain, 
With the greateſt reſpect, &c. 


JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
The Right Hon. William Pitt. 


When I faid this, my gallen did not ſerve me, that: on the | 
16th of Auguft 1784, I had ſent him a copy of that memorial. 
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JAMES SUTHERLAND, ESQ, 


LIST OFT PAPERS. 


A letter from Mr. Sutherland, addreſſed © To 
<« His Excellency the Hon. —— Franklyn, Em- 
< baſſador from America ;” dated ©& Fort St. Ni- 
* cholas, Marſeilles, 20th Dec. 1778;” and an 
incloſure therein, addreſſed “ To Philip Stephens, 
Eſq.” Thoſe two papers were produced to a Com- 
mittee, on the 11th Auguſt 1754. 
Mr. Soyris's Memorial to the Secretary of State, 
under which he obtained a penſion, 
Mr. Sutherland's Memorial to Lord Sydney, in 
June 1784. 

Letter from Mr. Sutherland to the Right Hon. 
Mr, Pitt, 3d December 1789. 

Account of Money paid by Government to Oo 


Jonel Pringle, Major Hagar, and Captain Pringle, 


who had been detained as hoſtages by the Spaniards 
for the return of tranſports ſent from Minorca. 

Account of Money paid by Government to a 
Major or Captain Campbell, who had, under ſome 
pretext, been detained as an Wen at the Havsogs. 


Mr. Sawbridge did not move for the produc- 


tion of thoſe papers, becauſe Mr. Pitt told him, on 


the 27th, that he would oppoſe the produftion of 
them: And he talked of my letter to him of the 


34 December 1789, as a private letter. He might 
as well have contended, that all the letters written to 


him by me were * Ak 
| Monday, 
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78 THE CASE OF 
Monday, 5 o'clock. 


] was not able to reach tie Houſe of Commons 
till late in the evening of Monday, having had a 
ſlight convullive fit in the afternoon.— The door- 
keeper then gave me the following note: 


« Mr, Sawbridge, at the reque/t of Mr. Pitt, who 


Bos ſays his hurry has prevented his examining what 


te has been laid before him, defers preſenting the 
« petition till Wedneſday, and is gone home.“ 

_ Circumſtances occurred, that did not afford Mr. 
Saw bridge an opportunity of doing any thing in my 
buſineſs until Friday :—He then read my petition to 
the Houſe, and gave notice, that he would preſent. 
it on the Monday following: but Mr, Pitt, having 
given him aſſurances on Monday, in a conference 


Which chey then had in the Houſe, that my claims 
ſhould be attended to at the Treaſury, and that I 


might depend upon diſpatch, and getting a poſitive 
anfeoer regarding them; it was ſettled that I ſhould 


apply to the Treaſury, and. that my petition mould 
not be preſented to the Houſe. 


In cornfecubits of this I wrote to the _ 


SIR, . 3 20, Devereux Court Temple roth June 1 1791. 


RETURNING to renew my applications at the 


Treaſury, I truit, conſidering every (circumſtance 
Which has lately occurred, that I may rely on your 


protection there; and that although it will be im- 


poſſible, Sir, to give my caſe a diſpatch adequate 1b 


my 


JAMES SUTHERLAND, ESQ, 79 


my urgent neceſſities, your goodneſs will induce you 
to contribute every poſſible facilitation towards that 


deſirable end. I cannot ſufficiently expreſs, how deep 
an impreſſion your favor will make on my depreſſed 


heart and mind; yet I am certain, that it will bind 
me to you in everlaſting gratitude, 


I have the honor to continue, 
With the higheſt reſpect, &c. 


JAMES SUTHERLAND, 


| Right Hon, William Pitt. 


The ſame 1 I ſent my petition to the Treaſury, 
accompanied by the following letter: 


8 I R, No. 20, Devereux-cour Temple, roth Fon 1791. 


1 HAVE the honor to incloſe you a Petition, 
which, although addreſſed to the Houſe of Commons, 
I am to requeſt the favor of you to lay be fore the 


by Lords of his Majeſty” s Treaſury, as if it had been 


immediately addreſſed to their Lordſhips ; becauſe 
Mr. Alderman Sawbridge told me, that on Monday 
laſt, he had a converſation with the Right Honor- 
able Mr. Pitt, in that houſe, on the ſubject of it; 
and that he had received aſſurances, that if I re- 


ferred my caſe to the Treaſury, it ſhould be duly 


attended to, with diſpatch. 


That Petition, and the letter from me to Mr. 
| Pitt, of which you will find a copy on the other ſide“* 


* The letter here alluded to, is the one dated the 26th May.— 


I did not ſend the Liſt of Papers with the COPY which is fubjoined 


to the original. 
comprehend 
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80 THE CASE Of 


comprehend the objects of my ſolicitation; and 
therefore I humbly beg leave to ſubmit both to their 
Lordſhips conſideration, with the utmoſt deference. 
I have the honor to be, reſpectfully, &c. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND, 
George Roſe, Eſq. e ä 


On the 16th I waited on Mr. Roſe, and the next 
day wrote to the Miniſter again: 


SIR, No. 20, Devereux- court, Temple, 27th June 1791. 


Mr. ROSE having informed me yeſterday, that 
the papers which J lately ſent him, will be laid be- 
fore a Board of Treaſury on Tueſday next; but that 
he could not aſſure me that my affair would be de- 
| termined on that day; I humbly beg your permiſſion, 
Sir, to break in upon you, for the laſt time, to inſi- 
nuate, that however for the ſake of form I have 
applied to the Treaſury, it is to your liberality and 
benevolence that I look for juſtice, favor, andd; iſpatch. 
Although nothing was done laſt term, in the N 
ſuits I formerly mentioned, which, by the 7 
an attorney, I am engaged in, becauſe proceedings 
in the enſuing term, which begins the twenty-fourth 
inſtant, will bring matters equally forward to the 
next aſſizes for Devon; ; I am menaced. that the trials 
| ſhall hen take place. I therefore have not any time 
to loſe, in putting my preſent attorney in caſh, to 
5 prepare for facing my adverſaries; but, alas! I have 


An epithet is alſo ante reve; if WM 
4 not 
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not the means of doing ſo, or even of ſubſeting longer : 
| ſince, from the 26th of December laſt, (the day on 
which I had the honor to incloſe you a copy of my 


petition to Parliament), to this hour, I have exiſted 
by ſelling every little thing of value that J had, and 


no have not any thing more to ſell, | 
Let me then, Sir, implore you, by every thing 
you hold dear, 10 preſerve from the effedts of deſpair, 
a perſon who, ſince he is driven to egotize, holds 
himfelf up as a man of worth and honor;—who has 
never merited any thing from his King and country 
ſo much as favor and reward ;- who has ever been 


ready to prove this; and to remove wrong impreſ- 
ſions, if any charge had been openly, made againſt 


him, and he could have obtained the ſatisfaction of 


being called upon for a defence ;—ang, permit me 


to add, who has feelings, that, were he. not a father, 
would have inclined him—razher to have periſhed, 
—than to be importunate in this language. 
I have the honor of being, . 
With the utmoſt reſpect, &c. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


. he Right Hon. William * 


. 


—— 


* .* I had depoſited a ſum of money in Court, 
more than the worthy attorney had a right to, He 
might have tried the cauſe laſt aſſizes he how- 
ever did not, but ſaid he would do ſo at the next. 
As he has not accepted the money ſo depoſited, I 
ought to be in readineſs to meet his menace ; for he 
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is not obliged to give me notice of trial before the 


eighth, the aſſizes at E-—r not beginning till the 
22d Auguſt, Yet, from the circumſtance of my 


having made the depoſit before-mentioned, which 


indicated a determination to ſtand trial, he may 
think I have found aſſiſtance to enable me to do ſo; 


and therefore will not venture to proceed. So true _ 
is the line, ”Tis conſcience that makes cowards of 


6 ys all. gh 


In the afternoon 1 civert the following card : 


te Mr. Roſe preſents his compliments to Mr. 
« Sutherland, and ſhall be glad to fee him here, to- 


g morrow morning, at half paſt eleven o'clock. 


"if Treaſury Chambers, June 17, 1791. * 


l attended the appointment. Mr. Roſe returned 


me the petition which I had ſent him on the tenth ;— 


told me, that as it was addreſſed to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, it was neceſſary to alter the addreſs; that if 1 
did ſo, and ſent him one that afternoon (Saturday) 
or on Monday morning, addreſſed to the Lords of 


the Treaſury, I ſhould get immediate diſpatch— 


adding, that he had ſpoken to M. r. Pitt about me. 
I altered my petition, got it copied, and wrote 
him the following letter 1 in the afternoon: 


8 1 R, N Devereux-court, Temple, 18th June 1791. 


1 have the honor to ſend you my petition, ad- 
dreſſed to the Lords of the Treaſury. Subjoined 
to my former letter to you of the tenth, was a copy 
of one that I had the honor of writing to Mr. Pitt, 
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JAMES SUTHERLAND, ESQ. 83 


THE SAME DAY. It ſhewed, that, from the firſt, I 
ſhould have been happy to have filled any decent 
office under Government, that I, with my infirmi= 


ties, might have been thought fit for. And I beg 
leave to requelt, that it may be laid before their 
Lordſhips. 


J have the honor to be, reſpectfully, &c. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
George Roſe, Eſq; 


LS. The meds cc the ſame day,” which I have 


diſtinguiſhed by ſmall capitals in this letter, ought 


to have been on the 26th of May; that being the 


date of the letter of which I had ſent Mr. Roſe a 


copy. 


On Wedneſday the twenty-ſecond, I went to Mr. 


Roſe, who told me that my petition had been laid 


before the Board the preceding day: but that as it 
was not a common paper, but one that required 
ſome conſideration, nothing had been determined 


upon it. I aſked him, when he would allow me to 
wait on him again? and he ſaid, that I had better 
not return till he ſhould ſend for me! 


THE CASE OF 


TO:T'HE | : 
RIGHT HONORABLE THE LORD of | 
HIS MAJESTY's TREASURY. | 


The Humble Petition of JaMES SUTHERLAND, Ei; 
late His Majeſty's Fudge 7 the Vice Admiralty Court 
of Minorca, | 


Mot humbly fheweth, 
FH when the French were fitting out the 
ſquadron at Toulon, with which Count D'Eſ- 
taing failed the firſt time to America, the Honor- 
able General Murray, then Lieutenant-Governor of 
that iſland, anxious to aſcertain whether the arma- 
ment was intended againſt him, applied to the Pe- 
titioner to engage Mr. Andrew Soyris to go to 
France, to procure intelligence; who, being ex- 
tremely averſe to ſuch a commiſſion, would not 
have undertaken it for the General: but having 
been long employed about the Petitioner's office, 
and owing him obligations that were binding on 
him, he could not withſtand his ſolicitation, and 
therefore engaged to perform it; and did ſo, effectu- 
ally—and held his correſpondence, while in France, 
not with the General, but with the Petitioner. 
That Mr. Soyris not only received a pecuniary 
ratification from General Murray, but, ſince the 
capture of Minorca, he alſo obtained a penſion from 
Government, in conſideration of that ſingle buſineſs, 
wherein the Petitioner had been ſo inſtrumental, 
| — 5 That 
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That this agency of the ſaid Mr. Soyris, and the 
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part which the Petitioner had in it, having tran- 
ſpired as ſoon as he had returned to Minorca, the 
Petitioner thereby became involved in calamity and 
- misfortune, as hereafter mentioned, —T hat ſhortly 
after this, the Petitioner had occaſion to come to 
England; and finding that Britiſh ſubjects were 
allowed to travel through France, unmoleſted, he 


took that route; and, during his journey, was very 
aſſiduous to diſcover the intentions of the French 


againſt Great Britain; and having ſucceeded be- 
 yond his moſt ſanguine expectations at Paris, he 
travelled rapidly, night and day, from thence; and 
had the happineſs, not only of giving Adminiſtra- 


tion the firſt intelligence of the ſailing of the fleet 
from Breſt, when they were encountered by the late 
Lord Keppel, but he alſo informed them of the 
exact force of which it conſiſted, and what orders 


the French Admiral had, regarding the operations 
of it, as well as what the intentions of the French 
Miniſtry were on other objects: whereupon the No- 
ble Lord who then preſided at the Admiralty, had 


the goodneſs to aſſure the Petitioner, that his zeal 


. 


in His Majeſty's ſervice merited the higheſt appro- 


bation. 


That the Petitioner, on preparing to return to Mi- 


norca, was directed to proceed with diſpatches from 
Government, by the way of Germany, inſtead of 
going through France ; being furniſhed with a let- 
ter from Lord Weymouth, then one of His Majeſty's 
Secretaries of State, directipg General Murray to 
pay - 
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pay him the difference of expence that he ſhould 
thereby incur, And he accordingly proceeded to 
Nice, where he hired a Savoyard veſſel, through 
the medium of our conſul, purpoſely to carry him 
to Minorca, on board of which he was taken by the 
French, in violation of thoſe principles which France 
had with much parade profeſſed Tegaring. neutral 
colors. 

That the officer who boarded that veſſel, broaghe 
a paper in his hand, containing a moſt minute de- 
ſcription of the Petitioner, who ſoon learned, that 
it had been in contemplation to have taken him up 
when at Paris; and that Monſ. De Sartine, then 
Miniſter of the marine, had been a attentive to his 

motions. ever after, that he had ſtationed different 
cruizers near Leghorn, Genoa, and Nice, to inter- 
cept him; and had ordered the commanders not to 
allow any colors whatever to protect him, 

That the Petitioner, and one of his ſons, who had 
travelled with him from England, were ſent to Tou- 
lon, and from thence to Aix, where they remained 

near a month priſoners on parole; and then he was 
put into cloſe confinement as a priſoner of ſtate, in 
Fort St. Nicholas, at Marſeilles, to which place his 
ſon was allowed to accompany him. 

That on the ſecond day of his confinement, he 
: felt the menace of an apoplexy; from which he was 


relieved by being bled in the critical moment: but 5 


from that hour he became ſubje& to convullive, - 
hyſteric fits, and to nervous and ſpaſmodic com- 
pilaints; which ſtill affect him, and have rendered 
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him incapable of a permanent, vigorous exertion of 


the mind; and or weiting either plain, faſt, or much 
at a time. 

That at length he became extremely emaciated, 
and his mental faculties were ſo impaired, that the 


Commandant of the Fort allowed a phyſician and 
two ſurgeons to hold a conſultation about him; and 


the reſult of their deliberations having been ſent to 


Monſieur De Sartine, that Miniſter gave orders, that 


he ſhould be allowed to return to Aix again, as a 
priſoner upon parole; which order arrived jut in 
time to ſave his life. 

That the Petitioner having been at length ex- 


changed as a priſoner of war, General Murray, in 
conſequence of Lord Weymouth's letter before 


mentioned, paid him his own and his ſon's extra- 
expences, until their arrival at Nice, But as the Ge- 


neral was not authoriſed to do more, the Petitioner 


did not apply to him for any thing on account of 


what he had paid the maſter of the Savoyard veſſel 


that had been hired to take him to Minorca, as be- 
fore mentioned; or for his heavy expences during 
his detention and ſevere indiſpoſition in France; 
or for what he paid the perſons who did the buſineſs 
ol his office for him, from the time of his capture. 
| That as thoſe expences and diſburſements were in- 
curred in conſequence of the ſervice that he had 


done his country, as before mentioned, he humbly 
| preſumes that he has a fair claim on it for reim- 
: burſement. And the Petitioner does not mean to 


arrogate, when he begs leave to ſuggeſt, that 


laboring 
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laboring under ſuch infirmities as he has deſcribed 


to have originated from his ſufferings, in conſe- 
quence of the ſervices he rendered his country, he 
alſo humbly preſumes, that he has pretenſions to 
ſome decent proviſion being made for the ſupport 
of himſelf, and his family, from the period that the 
_ aforeſaid Mr. Soyris obtained a penſion: And as, 
notwithſtanding that during ſeveral years, and at-an 


expence of many hundreds of pounds, he has ſali- 
cited the attention of Government to both thoſe 


objects, without obtaining any benefit whatever: 
And as he has been without emolument from, the 


time that he loſt an honorable and lucrative office, 


by Minorca being taken by the Spaniards: 


The Petitioner therefore moſt humbly prays 
your Lordſhips to take his caſe under your 

_ conſideration, and to grant him ſuch relief 

as in your great wiſdom and Juſtice you may 28 


think proper. 


And the Petitioner hall pray, &c. &c. dec. 


JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


SIR, No. 20, Devereux-court, Temple, 29th June 1791. 


ALTHOUGH I do not moleſt you with any im- 
portunity in perſon, I am obliged to do ſo by letter. 


There are ſituations that force a man into actions 
contrary to his wiſhes; and ſuch a one is mine at 
preſent; for my diſpoſition, moſt aſſuredly, inclines 


0 22 1 rer: N 99 
P! dd v 


” MI RN, 
r 


FFC ² ² AA 2s IS N 9 Ts A Ret „ 
nn 7075 0 


* A F 
” Sy WE 0 Sept, Mages of 
PWC 
D R 3 


George Roſe, Eſq. 


JAMES SUTHERLAND, ESQ, 89 


me to wait for the pleaſure of receiving your com- 
mands. To account for my not being able to do 


ſo, I would incloſe you a copy of a letter that I 


had the honor of writing to His Majeſty's Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, on the ſeventeenth inſtant, 
were I*not perſuaded, from circumſtances, that 
you are not a ſtranger to its contents. 


Under this idea, therefore, I beg leave to re- 
queſt, that you will do me the favor to preſent 


my moſt humble reſpe&s and ſupplications to him, 


that he will generouſly determine my fate, with 
the liberality attendant on a great mind. For the 
preſſure of things with me, are now extreme; and 
I have had a convulſive attack, at a friend's houſe | 


in the country, which, though not much ſtronger 


than thoſe that frequently make me ſtagger as I 
walk the ſtreets, might have been fatal, if, in a 
fall which it occaſioned, my head had happened, 
| inſtead of my ſhoulder having done ſo, to have 
forced itſelf through a large thick pane in a glaſs door. | 


J have the honor to remain, 
Reſpectfully, &c. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND, 


On Friday the eighth of July, I waited on 
Mr. Roſe, who told me, that their Lordſhips had 
not yet come to any determination regarding my 

ſolicitation ; and that its being diſpatched, depended 
on a them, not him: And added, that there would 
M be 
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be a Board that day. I gave him a copy of the 
letter which I had written to Mr, Pitt on the 
ſeventeenth of June. On my return to my lodg— 
ings, I wrote the Miniſter the following letter, and 
dated it by miſtake the ninth of July, inſtead of 
the eighth. The porter who carried it to Downing- 
ſtreet, brought me word, that Mr. Pitt was out of 


town, but that it would be ſent to him the nexkt 
moraing. 
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SIR, No. 20, Devereux-court, Temple, gth July 1791. 


WIEN I had the honor of writing to you on the 
ſeventeenth ultimo, I meant it for the laſt impor- 
tunity that you ſhould be moleſted with on my 
part. It would have been ſo, but for the follow- 
ing circumſtance : 

Mr. Roſe ſent me a note that afternoon, deſiring 
to ſee me at the Treaſury, the next morning ;— 
When I waited on him, he returned me the Petition 
that I had addreſſed to the Houſe of Coramons, 
and which I had ſent him in an official letter, on 

the tenth, to be laid before the Lords of His Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury z and he told me, that if I would 
ſend him one addreſſed to their Lordſhips, either 
that afternoon, or on Monday morning, it ſhould | 
get immediate di iſpatch , adding, that he had ſpoken 
to you, Sir, about my buſineſs, 7 8 

Elated with hope, I ſeat him a Petition that 

afternoon; and I borrowed a few guineas from A 


8 friend, 
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friend, who thought, with me, that this appear- 
ance of things was favorable. 

The delay that has ſince occurred, makes me 
view matters, now, in a different light.— —The 


diſtreſs of my ſituation, ſtated in my letter of the 


ſeventeenth, is heightened ;—my mind is full of 


agony the expected diſaſters of one week may 
drive me from my country, I am deſirous, in 
that cafe, to leave credentials behind, me, of the 


hard neceſſity that bears me down. 


In this tormenting ſituation, I beg you will for- 


give me, Sir, for intruding myſelf again; and al- 


low me to entreat, as I moſt fervently do, that you 
will ſpeedily determine my fate, It depends upon 


your generoſity and juſtice. 


I have the honor to remain, 
With the greateſt reſpect, &c. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


The Right Hon. William Pitt, 


& Eighteenth July——]I went to the Treaſury, 


and ſent my name on a card to Mr. Roſe. The 
door-keeper immediately returned with a meſſage 


from bim, Which 1 have ſtated in the following 


| letter: 


81 „ No. 29, | Devereux-court, Temple, 19th July 1791. 


YESTERDAY, when I waited on you to ſolicit 
the diſpatch of my buſineſs, I was informed by the 
door-keeper, that their Lordſpips bad not Jet. come to 
- M 2 any 


* 
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George Roſe, Eſq. 
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any determination on my Petition, and that you would 
write to me. 


The laſt time that I had the vleaſure of ſceing 


you, (the eighth inſtant), I left a copy of a letter 
with you, which I had written to His Majeſty's 


Chancellor of the Exchequer on the ſeventeenth 
of laſt month: — I wiſhed to have had an oppor- 


tunity yeſterday, of putting into your hand, a copy 
of another letter which I have ſince had the honor of 
_ writing to him; this copy I now incloſe, with a ſhort 
memorandum ſubjoined to it. 
Allow me, Sir, to requeſt (however mortifying 
the expoſure) that you will do me the favor to 


lay both thoſe copies before their Lordſhips, with 


the moſt humble and moſt reſpectful petition on 


my part, that the circumſtances ſtated in them 


may plead my excuſe for being urgent to obtain 


their favorable deciſion. 


In any other predicament, I ſhould follow my 
inclination to wait in ſilent deference their Lord- 
ſhips pleaſure; but, no longer maſter of myſelf— 
controlled by incidents I cannot avoid ſaying, 
that a few days will certainly put me in a ſituation 
not to be benefited by any favor that may be in- 
| tended me, if their Lordſhips goodneſs ſhall not 
lead them to direct that ſuch favor may be ſpeedily 


ſignified to me. And therefore I ſhall be impa- 


tiently expecting your promiſed letter. 


1 have the honor to be, 
| Reſpectfully, &. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
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#* * The memorandum alluded to in the fore- 
ing letter was as follows: Memorandum 
So far back as the ſixteenth Auguſt 1784, I ſent Mr. 
Pitt a copy of my Memorial to Lord Sydney, of 
the 5th of June preceding, ſtating my pretenſions 
to the King's favor. And on the 17th April 1789, 
I ſent him a Petition, addreſſed to the Treaſury, of 
a ſimilar nature with that now before their Lord- 
ſhips; and a duplicate of 1 it was a few days after 
ſent to the Board. 

N. B. The reaſon I ſent the N memo- 
randum to Mr. Roſe, was, becauſe he had, on the 
22d of June, as before mentioned, told me that 
my Petition was not a common paper, but one that 
required ſome conſideration. The memorandum 
ſhews the great length of time (near ſeven years) 


Mr. Pitt has had to make up his mind about my 
Cale, 


SIR, No. 20, po ee Temple, 22d July 179 . | 


' UNABLE longer to bear the agonies of ſuſpenſe; 
and having, from the firſt, intimated, that no evil 
could ariſe ta me that would be equal to delay; I do 

myſelf the honor of waiting upon you, to ſolicit 

the favor of being informed of their Lordilups de- 
termination on my Petition to them. 

Ik it is not in your power, Sir, to communicate 

it to me not, or I ſhall not have it Ggnified to me 


to-forrow, 
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to-morrow, I muſe give up hope and expeCtation, 
Yet I beg that this may be uaderſtood (as it really 
is) to be the language of deſperation, not that 
of diſreſpect: for I diſclaim every idea of — 
latter. 8 

And I have the honor to remain, with the ſame 
ſentiments of deference which I have hitherto ex- 
preſſed to their Lordſhips, and yourſelf,” &c. 
Bos JAMES SUTHERLAND. 

George Roſe, Eſq. 


> I went with this letter in the morning of its 
date to the Treaſury z and having written on the 
back of it that I was in attendance, Mr. Roſe ſaw 
me, and told me that he had laid my Petition 
before the Board 7zwice when Mr. Pitt was preſent, 
who had not yet made up his mind about it; that 
he had ſhewn him my letter of the nineteenth. 1 
begged of Mr. Roſe to ſhew Mr. Pitt this letter 
alſo, and to let me hear from himſelf the next day. 
Mr. Roſe aſſured me, that he would ſhew the letter 
to Mr. Pitt; but ſaid, that he could not engage to 
write to me within any certain time, and could 
only promiſe that I ſhould hear from him as ſoon 
as any thing ſhould be determined on. This lan- 
guage, and all that he had ſaid to me ſince the 
18th of June, having been ſo different from what 
| Paſſed on that day, did not allow me to retain a 
doubt that I was to be again trifled with at the 
Treaſury. I did not, however, expreſs any idea 
: of that Kind to him ; but repeated my wiſh to hear 
from 
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from him on Saturday (being the next day), and 
told him, that as I probably ſhould not have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing him again, I thanked him for 
the civility of having ſeen me ſo often. About 
noon I ſaw Mr. Pitt ride through the Park, to- 
wards the Treaſury; ſo that Mr. Roſe might have 


ſmewn him my letter that day. Not having heard 


from Mr. Roſe on the Saturday, nor on the Monday 
following, on Tueſday I advertiſed this publication. 

1 had been alarmed by ſuch repeated ſlight con- 
vullive attacks, more frequent tnan uſual, as con- 


vinced me it would not be long before I ſhould. 


have a very ſmart one. This e me to write 
the letter of the nineteenth to Mr. Roſe. The 
circumſtances of alarm ſtill continued; and on the 
twenty-ninth, juſt as I had begun to copy this me- 


morandum, I fell from my chair; the table that I 
was writing at was overſet, and falling into the chim- 


ney before me, prevented my head from ſtriking 
_ againſt a bath- ſtove. Some of the people of the 
| houſe I lodge in, came into my room, and found 


me lying on the floor, almoſt ſenſcleſs.—Drops 


were given me, and the Jancet was applied. 


After bleeding, I uſed to be pretty well for a 

fortnight or ſo; but this time bleeding had not that 
good effect. My head being almoſt inceſſantly 
giddy, I was obliged to be cupped yeſterday; that 


operation has eaſed it a little, but not effectually. 
The machine ſeems to be worn out, by anxiety, 


vexation, and diſappointment. The Tree muſt 


fall 11 have not a wiſh to prop i, one hour, after 


the 
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the appearance of this publication. But I have a 
moſt ardent one, that in the next Seſſion of Par- 
liament, there may be a virtuous majority of the 
Houſe of Commons, who ſhall think that IT have 
fair claims on Government; and that I have a right 
to transfer them, as I hereby do, to my daughters, 
Mary and Loviſa Sutherland. © | 

JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
5th Auguſt 1791, . 
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No. 1. 


0 Greeian Coffee-houſe, Ak 
Friday Afternoon, 8th April 178 5. 


* NM. Lonp, 


HE Memorial and papers which accompany 
3 this letter, I intended to have preſented to 
0 His Majeſty, after the Levee of to-day, had I not 
© been informed, that as I am not a military man, 


© ] ſhould have been irregular in attempting it 


© then—At the ſame time I was told, that there 
© would not be a Drawing Room (and that was 

pointed out to me as the proper time for pre- 
«* ſenting the ſame to the King) until Thurſday after 
© next, . | 


There are ecircumſtances i in my fituation, as well 
as in the nature of the caſe, that urge me not to 
neglect any means of getting the Memorial ſub- 


© mitted to the Royal conſiderat ion as ſoon as poſible 


and J am adviſed, that I am entitled to apply 
© 10 9 E as His Majeſty's Secre- 
te 


: 448.88 
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98 
© tary of State for the Home e on this 
© occalion, 

I therefore humbly requeſt, My Lord, that you 
will do me the favor to lay that Memorial, and 
the three papers to which it refers, before the King, 
* gs ſoon as it ſhall be in your tank 5 convenience 
* to do jo. 5 
1 And as the Nude of the ſubject to petition the 

© Crown is nugatory, if it does not imply that he 
may look for a communication of the Royal 
© pleaſure on the matter of his application; ſo, My 
© Lord, I am led to ſolicit the good offices of the 
* reſt of His Majeſty's Cabinet Miniſters, as I beg 
© leave to do Your Lordſhip's, that the Royal plea- 
| © ſure may, in due time, be communicated to me on 
© this occaſion; as it has been my misfortune not to 
© have been able to obtain it on others, with which 
_ © Your Lordſhip is ſo well acquainted, —\— 
I have the honor to be, with the greateſt reſpect, „ 
My Lord, | 
* Your Lordſhip's "wot obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, 


« JAMES: SUTHERLAND * 
C The Right Hon. Lord Sydney. 
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. It is amazing chat 3 the 1 ſtated in {als 
letter, and in thoſe written to the other Cabinet Miniſters, Gene- 
ral Murray's ſecond Petition to the Houſe of Commons, ſhould, 
on the twentieth, (but one day before I went to the King with 
my Memorial), have been preſented, and recommended by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in His Majeſty's name, to the con- 
ſideration of the Houſe—for, to adviſe for the King's Honor, 
and the good of the Public,” is a | part of the Oath of a Privy 
| Counter! } 5 : 25 | 
The 
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The following is a Copy of a Letter ſent to each 
of the Cabinet Miniſters, varying only accord- 
ing to their ſeveral titles: 


No. II. 
© Grecian Coffee-houſe, Temple, Friday Evening, 8th April 1 785. 
SIR, 

©] HUMBLY requeſt your permiſſion to ac- 
© quaint you, as one of the Members of His Ma- 
© jeſty's Cabinet Council, that I intended to have 
© preſented a Memorial to His Majeſty, after the 
. Levee of to-day, expreſſive, among other matters, 


© of ſome grievances, that I, as an Engliſh ſubject, 
© have ſuſtained; had I not been informed, that 


« as I am nota military man, I ſhould have been 


C irregular i in attempting it then, 
« As I was alſo told, that there would not be a 
© Prawing-Room until Thurſday after next; and as 


© there are circumſtances in my ſituation, as well as 


in the nature of the caſe, that urged me not to 
_ © negle& any means of getting the Memorial ſub- 
© mitted to the Royal conſideration as ſoon as poſ- 


© ſible ; and having been advifed that I might 
apply to His Majeſty's Secretary of State for the 
© Home Department, to lay it before the King; 1 


bhave requeſted the favor of Lord Sydney to 
a. 


And as the right of the ſubject to petition the 
Crown is nugatory, if it does not imply that he 


may look for a communication of the Royal plea- 


N 555 © ſure | 
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of his Cabinet Miniſters, operating with the Royal 


time, afford me a communication of His Majeſ- 


© tent with the great reſpect that is ſo much your 
due With the dune ſentiments of which 


— = 
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« ſure on the matter of his application; and as it 
© has been my misfortune not to have obtained it on 
former applications intended for the Royal con- 
fſideration, though not immediately addreſſed to 
the King, I am led to ſolicit, with every degree 
of reverence for His Majeſty, that the good offices 


© wiſdom and juſtice of the King, may, in due , 


. pleaſure upon the whole of my caſe, as prayed 
© for in my ſaid Memorial. 

I ſhall be extremely mortified, Sir, if I am irre- 
« gular in addrefling you on this occaſion; as I have 
© not the leaſt diſpoſition to any intruſion inconſiſ- 


© reſpect, | 
I have the honor to be, 
IR. 
© Your moſt obedient, and 
© moſt humble Servant, 
JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
e © The Right Hon. William 4 


No. III. 
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Neo. III. 
a © Grecian Coffee -houſe, Temple, 16th April 1785. 
8 My Lok, 


© ON the gth inſtant, I had the honor to > Patt 
Four Lordſhip a Memorial and three papers, 
© which I requeſted might be laid before the King, 
© as ſoon as it ſhould be in Your Rong. 8 conve- 
* ntence to do ſo. 7; 

May I then, My Lord, 5 the IO that Your 
* Lordſhip will condeſcend to inform me, whether 
* that has been done? and when? 1 , 

© Thave the honor to be, moſt reſpectfully, 
My Lord, 
Tour Lordſhip's | 
© moſt obedient, and 
moſt humble Servant, os 
5 JAMES SUTHERLAND. b 

2 The Right Hon. Lord e 


No. IV. 


ExrRAcr from, and Concluſion of, an Affidavit 
made by Jamts SUTHERLAND junior, on the 
12th of January 1784; the firſt part of which 9 
Affidavit contains the detail of his journey from » \4 

London, in company with his father, and Mr. 

William Whitelock, Who was then eſtabliſhed \ 

| in 
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in trade at Mahon, to the time of their arrival 
at Nice, in October 1778, viz. 


THAT as ſoon as his father ſaw His Ma- 
z jeſty's Conſul, he applied to know, whether, in 
© conſequence of a letter that he had previouſly writ- 
| © ten to him by poſt for that purpoſe, he had en- 
< oaped any veſſel to carry him to Minorca ? The 
© Conſul (Mr. Birkbeck) told him that he had not 
© been able to do ſo; but aſſured him, that he had no 
doubt of finding one in a day or two; on which 
© his father expreſſed the utmoſt anxiety, and en- 
© treated that no means ſhould be left untried to get 
© one as ſoon as poſſible ; indicating that his ideas: 
© were, that money ſhould not be regarded on 
© ſuch occaſions; which doctrine he had ſeen prac- 
© tiſed by his father, in more than one inſtance 
during their journey, when he apprehended that 
| © liberality would contribute to diſpatch, — That 
after ſeveral diſappointments, the Vice Conſul, on 
* whom Mr. Birkbeck ſeemed to rely in this buſineſs, 
and whoſe aſſiſtance his father daily ſolicited, 
* freighted a very ſmall veſſel under Savoyard colors, 
© to carry him to Minorca; and they failed in her 
from Nice, between one and two o'clock in the 
© morning of the 16th of October; his father having 
taken the precaution to get the public diſpatches 
| © that he was carrying to General Murray, made 
up by the Captain of an Engliſh ſhip a few hours 
© before, in a bundle reſembling pieces of old cord- 
55 „ 
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© age; and whatever other papers that he had by 


© him, in which Minorca was mentioned, were alſo 
© made up by that Captain, in a bundle of ſpun yarn, 


© and the veſſel had all her diſpatches made out for 


Majorca. — That among other papers fo in- 
© tended to be concealed, was a letter from Mr. 


© Birkbeck to General Murray, dated the 14th 
© of October aforeſaid ; purporting, that he pitied 


© this deponent's father; for although he had moved 


(the letter ſays removed) heaven and earth to get : 


© a paſſage to Minorca, or even Majorca, he could 
not ſucceed till that day, when he had engaged to 


© make the voyage in à cockle-ſhell, Which expreſ- 
ſion, this deponent faith, did no more than juſtice 
to the conſtant anxiety that his father always 


© ſhewed, and which he verily believes he really poſ- 
ſeſſed, of getting to Minorca with the utmoſt diſ- 
© patch: inſomuch that, far from loitering at Nice, 
| © or in his way thither, he apparently made every 
| $ exertion that man was capable of, to remove 
every difficulty that retarded his progreſs. And 


© this deponent further faith, that on the back of 
c the letter before mentioned, Mr. Birkbeck wrote 
© the following words to the General: If you have 
at any time any material diſpatches for England, 


«.you cannot meet with a more proper perſon than 


« this Patron, if you make it worth his while to 
ee to bring them hither, as he carries Sardinian co- 
ce lors.” And this deponent alſo ſaith, that about 


eight o'clock the fame morning that they ſailed 
from 
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© from Nice, they were taken near the iſlands of St. 
c Margarite, by an armed boat, belonging to one 
© of three French xebecs, which lay at anchor within 
© thoſe iſlands, under the command of Le Chevalier 
de Montgrand; which boat being almoſt along 
© ſide of their veſſel before his father was told of it, 
© he had not time to deſtroy the diſpatches for 
General Murray, if he had eventhought it neceſſary 
© to have done ſo: But his father, relying on the 
protection of neutral colors, which he had been in- 
formed at Nice, were ſo extremely reſpected by 
France, that her cruiſers, whenever a neutral veſ— 
© ſe] was brought to by any of them, immediately 
© ſet her at liberty upon the production of the uſual 
* ſhip's documents, and bills of lading, or charter 
parties, lay quietly and ſeemingly unconcerned in 
© in his bed, not to create any ſuſpicion that he had 
© any thing to apprehend; and the two bundles of 
papers before mentioned, were thrown by the ſaid 
William Whitelock upon the ballaſt, at a great 
c diſtance from each other, under fails and old 
a cordage, ſo as not to attract any attention: — That. 
© as ſoon as they were boarded by that boat, the 
a officer commanding her, placed armed centinels 
1 the cabin door, to confine his father; and hold- 
«c ing a paper in his hand, which the deponent after- 
0 wards found deſeribed their perſons, he looked al- 
*© ternately at his father, and alſo at the ſaid William _ 
2 Whitelock, and this deponent, and at that paper; 
* and ſome of his men having been ſent into the 
hold to rummage it, they returned upon the deck 
85 without 
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' « without having found either of the ſaid two bundles 
© of papers,—That his father was then ordered to get 


© trunk, round which he had put chains, as if they con- 
before been brought out of the hold; on which the 
© got there, their veſſel being towed near the Commo- 


© dore's, he went in perſon on board her, with in- 
« ſtruments for turning up the ballaſt; and the 


© ſcarch was renewed under his own eye, with ſuch 


© minuteneſs, that their and the ſeamen's bedding, 
© all the old fails, cordage, and every thing elſe, 
were brought upon deck, and looked into with a 
© nicety that too plainly argued that ſome previous 
information had been given about them; and at 


© laſt, both of the bundles of papers were found. 
That after the Commodore had returned on board 
his own veſſel, ſeeing his father prodigiouſly agi- 


'© tated and diſtreſſed at the misfortune of the diſco- 


very of the papers, he very humanely read a paper 


© deſcribing his father's perſon, his own, and the 


* ſaid William Whitelock's; and in deſcribing his 
father, the paper was fo minute as to mention 


© that he ſometimes wore a round or ſcratch wig ; 
* which his father obſerved to this deponent, vi 


from that circumſtance he was certain ſome infor- 
mation regarding him had been originally ſent to 
France from Minorca, as he had not any fuch wig 
* with him, or had worn any ſuch ſince he left that 


* ifland; and told him, that whenever they ſhould 


« up, to go on board the Commodore's veſſel ; his 


© tained whatever he thought of conſequence, having 


— — 
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© pet there, they would probably find the wig alluded 
to: and accordingly, when they afterwards got to 
« Minorca, his father, without parting from him, 
© Jed him into his dreſſing- room, where they found 
© ſuch wig. That the Commodore alſo informed 
_ © his father, that a deſcription of their perſons had 
© been ſent to the French cruiſers that were ſtationed. 
* near Leghorn and Genoa; and all of them had 
© orders, as well as himſelf, to take him, let him 
© be found on board of whatever neutral he might 
be; and his father having told the Commodore, 
that as he ſailed from Genoa, he obſerved that 
© three Dutch men of war were at anchor there; 
© and aſked, what would have been done if he had 
been met at ſea on board one of them? He 
_ © anſwered, . Nothing but force ſhould have protected 
Him. And this deponeat ſaith, That the Commo- 
dore having ſent them in one of the xebecs to 
Toulon, they were from thence ſent priſoners 
under a ſigned parole to Aix in Provence ; and 
c they remained there priſoners under ſuch parole, 
until the 12th of November following, when, at 
about three o'clock in the morning, his father was 
© {ſeized on as a priſoner of State, and conveyed to 
Fort St. Nicholas, at Marſeilles, whither this de- 
© ponent voluntarily accompanied him, and remained 
© there in confinement with him: Thar they were 
kept in cloſe confinement until the. nineteenth day 
of the ſame month, when they were permitted 
© ro take a little air, morning and evening, retired, 


don the top af the caſtle, with the officer of the 
1 3 9 3s 8 guard. . 


\ 
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e guard.— That the day after his father had been ſo 
© impriſoned, he was menaced with a fit of the apo- 

< plexy; but the officer of the guard luckily being 
| © near, he called one of his ſoldiers, who bled him 
in the critical minute; and he from that time be- 
came frequently ſubject to hyſteric fits, and ſuf- 


© fered extremely both in body and mind; and at 


© length he was ſo emaciated, that when he was 
allowed to take an airing, as before mentioned, 
© he was ſometimes obliged to put his hands under 


© his thigh, to raiſe his leg, in aſcending the ſteps 


© leading to the top of the caſtle. 
© about the ninth day of December following, the 
Commandant of the Fort having permitted a phy- 
© ſician and two eminent ſurgeons to viſit and hold a 
© conſultation about him, the reſult of their deliber- 


_ © ations (ſetting forth the extreme danger that he 
© was in, not only as to his health, but alſo as to 
© his mental faculties; and declaring, that to pre- 


© yent the evils tkreatening each, it was abſolutely 


- © neceſſary that he ſhould uſe free exerciſe on horſe- 


© back, and ſeek amuſement, and diſſipation) having 
© been ſent to Monſieur de Sartine, orders arrived in 


| © the evening of the 21ſt, from that Miniſter, to ſet 


© him at liberty to return to Aix on his parole, 
which was according!y done the next day. And 


© this deponent ,ſaith, that between the time that 
© ſuch certificate was ſent: to Monſieur De Sartine 


and the arrival of the order for his being releaſed, 
it was ſuggeſted to his father, that an application 
to Ar. Franklin at Paris might be uſeful in ob- 


That on or 


0 2 taining 
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© taining his enlargement; and thereupon the de- 
© ponent, by his father's direction, did write him a 
letter, purpoſely calculated to get him to. exert 
© himſelf to ſerve him: notwithſtanding which, the 
_ © deponent is perſuaded, and poſitively believes, 
© that his father would not, to ſave his life, have held 
© any treaſonable correſpondence with Dr. Franklin, 
© or with any other perſon whatever ; being invio- 
© lably attached to his King and country, and to- 
« tally diſapproving of the oppoſition at that time 1 
made by the Americans to the Legiſlature of this 

© country : And about the time that the deponent 

wrote ſuch letter, he having read in the Courier 
de L'Europe, that it was ſaid the twenty-fifth and 


© other regiments were ordered to hold themſelves in 


« readineſs to embark for America; either his father 
© wrote, or he himſelf by his father's direction 
© wrote to his brother, who was an officer in the 
© twenty-fifth, requiring him, by the duty and affec- 
© tion which he owed a father, who was ſo ill as not 
© to expect to ſee him again, 10 make no diſtinction 
 * between the enemies, of his country, and to exert bim 

ſelf bravely againſt the Americans; but when action 

© ſhould be over, and he could, conſiſtent with 
© honor do ſo, ever to be mindful of the claims of 
_ © mercy and humanity, and always to avoid rapine 
_ © and plunder, -—And this deponent laſtly ſaith, 
that his father, at all times, and once moſt ſo- 
* lemnly, while they were in priſon, and he thought 
his diſſolution approaching, recommended to him 
* to a the love of his King and country as near 
700 his 
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c his heart, as he ſhould the principles of his Religion 
6 —Truth—and Honor,” 


No. V. 0 


7; | Blackheath, 11th Auguſt 1784 


1 HAVE this moment ſeen, with aſtoniſhment, 
© in amnewſpaper, that Gen. Murray has petitioned 


Parliament upon the ſubject of the judgment I 
obtained againſt him, for the illegal ſuſpenſion of 


© me from the office that I lately held, of Judge of 


© the Admiralty at Minorca. 
After certain explanations thus lately took 


place, I held it impoſſible that he ſhould wiſh to 


© take any retroſpect of his conduct regarding me; 


«© and my ſenſe of honor told me, that, much as T1 


had to gain by ſuch retroſpect being taken, I ought 
not to go into it. but now that he has led the 


© way, I will A not only follow my but 80 


© further. 
© My intention is, in the firſt place, to apply to 


© Parliament for a copy of that Petition, and pray 
to be heard by counſel upon the ſobject matter of 


© It, 


cl would not trouble you, Sir, with this forms. | 
e tion, if, as the matter is a money buſineſs, I did 
© not conſider the application to you, as more pro- 


per chan to any other of His Myrſty' s Miniſters; 


© and 
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and as applications to Parliament for relief in 
© money matters, are not generally made before the 
* the pulſe of Adminiſtration has been felt on the 
< ſubject, I beg leave, not only to expreſs my hum- 
< bleſt hopes that Miniſters will not contribute to 
© accelerate the buſineſs before 1 am ſo heard in Par- 
© liament, but, as a Britiſh ſubject, unconnected 
with party, without friends or protection, and 
that has not any Member of Parliament of his ac- 
© quaintance that he can aſk to preſent his Petition 
© to the Houſe of Commons againſt General Mur- 
© ray, (underſtanding it to be requiſite that a Mem- 
* ber ſhould preſent it), to apply alſo to your 
© juſtice and benevolence, to direct one of the Se- 
© eretaries of the Treaſury to introduce it to the 
— © Houle. | 
I humbly beg forgiveneſs if there is any j thing 
© wrong, in this application, proceeding from an anxious 
© heart, and written in a hurry, by a trembling hand: 
© —[f there is, it does not correſpond with the true 
© ſenſe I have of your exalted probity and merit, 
© and the profound reſpe&t with which I Rave the 
- 8 honor to be, &c. 


| 0 JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
e The Right Hon, William Pitt, 


— 
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No. VI. 
„91 K, Wl London, 2d Auguſt 1784. 
1 BEG that I may be forgiven for taking the li- 


« berty of incloſing you the Petition that I had the 


© honor of acquainting you, in my letter of yeſter- 


day, I intended to preſent to Parliament, I have 


too much reaſon to apprehend, that unleſs I can 
© oet it introduced into the Houſe of Commons 
* through your juſtice and benignity, I cannot get 


© it introduced at all; by which an injured Britiſh 


© ſubject will be deprived of his natural and legal 
© right, of not being condemned unheard, becauſe 


© he has not weight or connections to enable him to 
go through a mere matter of form regarding the 


_ © Houſe of Commons: I ſupplicate your juſtice 
and your humanity to conſider this ſeriouſſy“. 
Far from ever wiſhing to have any of my tranſ- 
© ations concealed, I not only called upon General 
M.-uvrray in the public prints to produce my letter 
* to Dr. Franklin, which he did not dare to do; 


. but 


CE A paragraph follows this in the at, 8 as it re- 


gards a Member of a former adminiſtration, and is not  necelſary to 
N be inſerted, 18 therefore omitted here.” 


EX TRAC T. of a part of a Letter roo me, addre ed ta General 


Murray, in e s General ION 0 the 7th Nov. 
1703. | | 


I édo not mean to "Wis any bs on your heck fafpended] . 
me from my office, ſince the laws of my country, thank God! 
have at laſt put it into my power to lead that matter into a chan- 


x nel of neten and the warden of an Engliſh Jury in the 
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© but I applied to Mr. Fox, when Secretary of State, 
© requeſting to have a copy of that letter, in order 
© to its being laid before the King, with my expla- 
© nations regarding it; and could that have been 
© done, his Majeſty's juſtice could not have crimi- 
© nated me on the ſubject :——lf there is any thing 
© wrong in it, I fill wiſh to be brought. to ou and 
_ © puniſhmeat for it. 
© The letter not being to be found in Mr. Fox's 
« Office, Mr. Auſt was ſent by him to Lord North's, 
_ * ro enquire after it there: And that gentleman aſ- 
© ſured me, that no ſuch letter was to be found in 
Lord North's Office! 
At laſt I prevailed on a friend, on the 11th of 
March laſt, to wait on General Murray, to demand, 


action I have brought againſt you, will, at the ſame time, put a 
« ftamp upon that act, and my character; ſo far as comes within 
the compaſs of what you may chooſe to allege againſt me: But 
© as there is one thing, which, though it has been made uſe of to 
< wound me ſecretly, I fear you will not bring forth into light at 
© the trial; that apprehenſion has led me thus to addreſs you. 
« Your perception, I am confident, anticipates my explaining, that 
I mean the letter, which, while I was a ſtate priſoner to France, 
ein Fort St. Nicholas at Marſeilles, in conſequence of ſervices that 
I had rendered my King and country, I ſent to Dr. Franklin at, 
Paris, at the time that I was reduced to the laſt extremity, in- 
cloſing a copy of a certificate ſigned by a phyſician and two 
| * ſurgeons, ſhewing the dangerous ſtate of my health and mental 
_ * faculties; and, though not acquainted with him, ſoliciting him 
« to feel for my ſufferings, and to uſe his intereſt to get me re- 
© eaſed; as I alleged, that I had not done any thing regarding 
France that was inconſiſtent with the laws of nations: ſo that 
© ſhe, conſequently, was not authoriſed by thoſe laws in keeping 
me a priſoner. I therefore call upon you to lay a copy of that 


letter, and every thing you may have rte to emninste me an. 
the author of 1 it, before the public: 


© as 


Lo 
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cas a man of honor ſhould do, explanations on 


© certain points of his accuſations againſt me, (which 
© accuſations have ever been concealed in the Secre- 
© tary of State's Office, ſo far as to deprive me of a 
copy of them); and particularly regarding that 
© letter to Dr, Franklin, which was written when 


© I was a ſtate priſoner in France, for ſervices I had 
© done my country; and it was written, not when I 


© was firſt taken up, but at the time that, after a 
© long impriſonment, I was near expiring. And the 
© General did declare to my friend, that he did not 


© mean to convey any idea that I had held any cor- 


© reſpondence of a criminal nature; and admitted, 
© that the particular circumſtances and fituation 


© which occaſioned my ſaid letter to Dr. Franklin, 


© rendered it juſtifiable : and alſo declared, that he 
never meant to convey, or did convey, any idea 
© of criminality in me on the ſubject. 

© Of this declaration, I can give evidence in the 
* Houſe of Commons. 

For God's ſake, then, Sir, and for the honor of 
© his Majeſty's government, let not a ſtamp of infamy 
be put on my character unheard, as will be the 
« caſe if the General's petition paſſes in the Houſe 
in the manner that has been attempted at this pe- 
© riod of the Seſſion.—— I wiſh it fairly to be beard, 
2 n to Baue it inveſtigated in a full Houſe*., _ 

. © I have the honor to be, &c. 


1 Right Hon. William Pitt.“ 


Jas SUTHERLAND.” 


1 left this Neuer myſelf (as I had done the preceding a 
P With 
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No. VII. 
© SIR, Blackheath, 16th Auguſt 1784. 


© A THIRD letter from me, is a thing that I would 
not by any means preſume to addreſs to you, if 
© the Petition to the Houſe of Commons, which 1 
incloſed in my ſecond letter, did not contain 
© thoſe words, viz. © That your Petitioner ob- 
e {ſerves by the votes 3” in the introductory part of 
„ 

b That introduction proceeded from the know- 
8 ledge that the Gentleman who reduced my Peti- 
© tion into the uſual form, had of the 8 
Chad not at that time ſeen them. 
The object neareſt my heart, in preſenting the 
Memorial to Lord Sydney, of which I now have 
© the honor to incloſe you a copy, was to acquire a 
© knowledge of what the King's ſentiments were of me. 

On the 2i{t of laſt month, I was aſſured from 
© authority at his Lordſhip's Office, that a letter 
© would that day be ſent from thence to the Trea- 
c ſury, accompanied with ſuch part of my Memo- 
© rial as related to that department; and that the 


with Mr. Pitt's porter, on being told that that Miniſter was not 
at home: and [I returned to enquire for him again in about an 
hoc ur; when, receiving the ſame anſwer, I left my name on a 
card, indicating that I ſhould wait his commands at the Parlia- 
 ment-ſireet Coffee-houſe, until it would be time for me to go to 
the Houſe of Com 28.—All this e . from Mr. 
. 
| 1 other 
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© other parts of it would be taken into ſerious con- 
_ © ſideration as ſoon as poſſible. 
© Relying on this aſſurance, and not wiſhing i im- 


« pertinently to preſs Adminiſtration about myſelf, 


© when I knew they had ſo many matters of extreme 


5M moment to take up their attention, I remained 


© quiet and ealy in my mind; never ſuſpecting, that 
© without further notice being taken of my Memo- 


© rial, it was poſſible that the King ſhould com- 
mand you to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, 


(as I have ſince ſeen by the votes), that His Ma- 
« jeſty, having been informed of the contents of Ge- 
c neral Murray's petition, recommended it to the 
© conſideration of the Houſe, 

[A few lines that are in the original are omitted 


here, as they regard two Members of a former 


Adminiſtration, and are immaterial.] 
© With every ſentiment of deference and great 
c conſideration, 
1 have the honor to be, &c. 
C JAMES SUTHERLAND. ; 
A « The Right Hon. William Pitt.“ 


No. vin. 


6 My LORD, Blackheath, 3d Sept. 1784 


«TO enable meto front an humble remonſtrance 
- to the King; dutiful, reſpe&ful, and humble ia 
| reality with reſpect to His Majeſty ; ; to maintain 

Oo Op © whoſe 


4 


2 —— 


2 


n 


3 


3 
ara Ep as o 
A of# 


| : 
| - 
f 


© yernor of Minorca ; 
© by General Murray to Lord Weymouth in May 
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e this time. 
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© whoſe rights againſt faction, enthuſiaſts, republi- 


© cans, and every oppoſer of his legal prerogative, 


©] ſhall ever be as ready to raiſe my arm, as my 


| © father did his, in ſupport of the crown in the 


year 1715 ; but as firm and ſtrong with regard 
© to thoſe by whom I have been injured, as the 
© opinion of the counſel, to whoſe inſpection it will 


be ſubmitted, ſhall think juſtifiable, on the ſub- 


« ject of my grievances to be particularly ſtated 


© therein: I find it neceffary to ſolicit your Lord- 


© ſhip to direct that I may be furniſhed with copies 
© of every paper that is mentioned in the ſchedule 
© hereunto annexed, 
J have the honor to be, &c. 
© JAMES SUTHERLAND.” 
: The Right Hon. Lord Sydney. 


2 Schedule of Papers alluded to in the above letter : 
C Copy of General Murray's inſtructions as Go- 
Copy 'of a letter written 


C 1777s covering two memorials regarding me; 
Copies of every letter written by General 
Murray to Lord Hillſborough, aſſigning his rea- 


© ſons for ſuſpending me, or laying any charge 
_ © againſt me; —— Copy of the paper that the Ge- 
| © neral tranſmitted to his Lordſhip, in order to 
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© my ſigning of it before I ſhould be allowed to re- 
© tura to Minorca; and Copy of his letter to his 
© Lordſhip on that occaſion , Full extracts of 
© ſuch parts of every letter that was written by his 
© Lordſhip to the General as relate to me. 


© A letter written by Mr, Ximenes, as ſyndic or 


© agent for the Minorquins, to his Lordſhip, rela- 
© tive to a petition or memorial from the Clergy, 
which he was directed to deliver to Lord Hillſ- 


© borough in perſon; but who, / underſtand, refuſed. 


© to admit him to his preſence. 


© Copy of that petition or memorial: And copies 


© of the letters ſtated in the General's petition to the 
© Houſe of Commons, 10 be in the Secretary of State's 


© Office, containing my ſecret correſpondence with 


Dr. Franklin * 


+ cr To the foregoing letter I received the following anſwer : 


40 SIR, | | Whitehall, 4 Sept. 1784. 


« ] have 8 your letter of the 3d inſt, de- 
« firing to be furniſhed with the copies of ſundry 


cc papers, mentioned in a ſchedule, which are depo- 


c ſited in my Office, to enable you to frame an 
« humble remonſtrance to the King, on the ſubject 


of your grievances, to be particularly Rated 


« therein, 


«lam ſorry, Sir, to be under the neceſſity of 
* refuling a comphance with your defire upon this 
e occaſion, 


——— — — — 4 


* 8 — — - « 
"nu 1 
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ce occaſion, as it hath been my conſtant rule never 
S.... to deliver any copies of the correſpondence oo 
cc other papers in my Office, except in caſes where 
e ſuch copies have been called for by Parliament, 

« Having every reaſon to ſuppoſe that you can 

ce have no further uſe for the papers you have de- 
« fired, than for elucidating your remonſtrance to 
ce the King, I ſhall be prepared to lay them be- 
« fore His Majeſty, if he ſhould think them ne- 
ce ceflary for his peruſal, whenever I may receive 
„ his Royal commands for that purpoſe f. 
ee The Petition which you left at my Office ſome 
te time ago, was laid by me before the King. 

« 1 am, &c. 

e a c 8 T DNE T.“ 

* James Sutherland, Eſq.” | hs 


+ 07 This letter was delivered to me on the t6th of Septem- 
ber, at Lord Sydney's Office :—Mr. Nepean told me that Cap- 
tain Sutton's having obtained a copy of Commodore Johnſtone's 
letter regarding him, was not to be conſidered as a deviation from 
the rule that Lord Sydney had laid down; ; for a part of that letter 
had before appeared in the Gazette ! 

So part of a letter having appeared in a Gazette, was a ſuffi 
cient reaſon for granting a copy of the whole to Captain Sutton; 
while General Murray's agent (for it was done on his application, 
the uſual motion for the Committee's being empowered to ſend for per- 
ſons, papers, and records, not having been made) gets papers pro- 
duced from Lord Sydney” s Office, to a Committee of the Houſe 
of Commons, before which my character is traduced ;—thoſe 
Papers are minuted in the proceedings of the Committee ; and it 
is held fair, and conſiſtent with official rule, to refuſe me a copy 
of any, and every, one of them! I! 5 


No. IX. 
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No. IX. 
My LORD, Blackheath, iſt October, 1784. 
© I SHOULD have troubled you with this letter 


much ſooner, in conſequence of that with which 
I have been honored from your Lordihip, dated 
© the 14th ultimo, had I found it a leſs difficult 


© taſk than I do, to convey my ſentiments concern- 
© ing it, in terms proportioned to the very high de- 


«© gree of deference which I am ſo much diſpoſed 


© to feel for every thing proceeding from your 
© Lordſhip; at the fame time, that I cannot entirely 


© recede from my claim for the copies of Papers 


that I had applied for, 

That ſuch of them as I beld to be neceſſary 
for the vindication of my character to my Sove- 
© reign, in order to induce the Royal Goodneſs to 
© do that act of juſtice which the King only has 
© the power of doing, namely, 7o take off the ſtigma 


© ſtamped on me, in the votes of the Houſe of Commons, 


© by the meſſage which His Majeſty ſent on the ninth of 
© Auguſt laſt, recommending a Petition to the conſidera- 
tion of the Houſe, in which General Murray charged 
* me with High Treaſon: I ſay, my Lord, that co- 


« pies of ſuch papers as thoſe would not have been 
© refuſed me, I firmly believed; not only from the 


© conviction I felt, that, on the principles of natural 
"Lag « juſtice, I had a right to them; but from an act 
* which did lo much honor to Lord Shelburne's ad- 
2 © miniſtration, 
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© miniſtration, and to your Lordſhip in particular: 
* ——] mean the additional inſtruction to the Go- 
© vernor of Jamaica, regarding the Judges of that 
© ifland. 2 
If I was warranted to entertain ſuch an idea 
from the ſpirit of that inſtruction, judge, my 
© Lord, what ſenſations of vexation and diſappoint- 
© ment I muſt have undergone, on finding ſuch 
copies refuſed me! The ſurprize I felt on the 
© occaſion was never equalled, except when I found 
© that the King had ſent that meſſage to the Houſe 
* of Commons, while your Lordſhip was poſſeſſed 
* of a Memorial of mine, ſoliciting that I and my 
© caſe might be laid at His Majeſty? feet; a copy 
© of ſuch part of which Memorial as related to 
© the Treaſury department, I was on the 21ſt day 
of July aſſured at your Lordſhip's Office, would 
© that day be ſent from thence, with a letter to 
© the Treaſury ; and that the other parts of it would 
© be taken into ſerious conſideration as ſoon as 
. poſſible! 
< Of that memorial I heard no more, until your 
Lordſhip, in your letter before · mentioned, in- 
formed me that it had been laid before the King: 
Having received that information, I am to 
preſume, that whenever the Royal Pleaſure is de- 
* termined upon it, your ee will commu- 
© nicate it to me. | 
1 have read, my Lord, the votes of the day 155 
© on which General Murray's Petition was intro- 
© duced into the Houſe of Commons, and referred 
| to 


Apr.] JAMES SUTHERLAND, ESQ. 121 


to a committee; in which I do not find any indi- 
© cation of an application from Parliament, in order 
© to the production of any papers whatever: Yet 


Mr. Brietzeke did attend the committee, and did 
produce ſuch papers from your Lordſhip's Office 
bas the General wanted; and among others, to my | 


© extreme aſtoniſhment, the very letter that I ſent 
© to Dr, Franklin, while I was a ſtate priſoner to 
© France, and which I had been n told was 
not in the Office! 

Wet me then entreat you, my 1 to con- 
« ſider, whether I am, or am not, entitled to have, 


© at leaſt, copies of the papers, that have been ſo 


produced before a Committee of the Houſe of 


© Commons, in which proceedings were carried on 


© tending to diſhonor me? 


© Lord Hillſborough had long 280 been examin- 


© ed vpon i:terrogatories exhibited in a court of 


© juſtice on the General's behalf, regarding one of 
© thoſe papers; and yet a copy, ever w that Ro 


is withheld from me! 

l am unhappy, my Lord, that you have FER 
© poſed that J can have no further uſe for the 
© papers I applied for in my letter of the third ult. 


© than for elucidating my intended remonſtrance to 


© the King; for I meant to have conveyed the idea 
to your Lordſhip, that it was © ts enable me lo 
frame, not to elucidate it, that I wanted them: 


II certainly do not mean to confine myſelf to 


my own juſtification; but do mean to go further 
in ſuch remonſkrance. . 


Q „„ 


1 
{ 
þ * 
; 
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* But even ſuppoſing that I could have no other 
© uſe for the papers than to elucidate the remon- 
« ſtrance, how is it poſſible for me, my Lord, to 
* refer to them, or to quote any particular parts of 
c them, in order to ſuch elucidation, while I am 
kept in total ignorance of them? 

© In ſome offices, and with ſome of the King's 
© miniſters and officers, I have found different ideas 
© prevail, at different times, and with different 
© men, as to the propriety of granting or withholg- 


ing papers: But, until the tenth of laſt month, 
I never met with a refuſal of papers, under any 


< adminiſtration whatever, at the Council Office. 


On that day I was told by Mr. Fawkener, in an- 


< {wer to a letter that I had written to Mr. Cottrell, 
© requeſting to be favored with certain papers, 

ee that he had laid my letter before a Committee of 
de the Privy Council, and was directed to acquaint 


me, that my requeſt, or any part of it, could 


* not be complied with; and that the granting 


copies of papers was for the information of the 


te parties concerned, in matters before the Council, 


ce while ſuch matters were depending!“ 


© In contradiction to this, to me ſeemingly novel 


_ © doctrine, I have the experience of twenty years ; 


© in which I have been in the habit of obtaining a 
© variety of papers from that Office, regarding mat- 


© ters that were not depending before the Council 


cat the time I applied for them, and in which 1 
© was not a party,—-I have copies of two in my 
c « cultody, that 1 obtained ſince I was ſuſpended by 

General 
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General Murray: The firſt is an Order of Coun- 
* cil, dated the 26th day of Auguſt 1755, in the 
© caſe of Dr. Gabriel Olivar and General Blake- 
* ney; and the ſecond is the Additional Inſtruc- 


tion to the Governor of Jamaica, before-men- 


© tioned, approved in Council on the gth Janu- 
© ary. 1782. 

When I applied 1 a copy of e 
; tioned paper, I was deſired to expreſs in writing 


© the uſe for which I wanted it, in order to inform 


© the then Lord Preſident, Lord Cambden, of it: 
I did fo; ſtating, that I thought I might have 
© occaſion to give it in evidence, in the cauſe then 
depending between me and General Murray: 
Under this ſtatement I obtained the copy. I ſent 


« a perſon to the Office on the 23d February 1783, : 


© to compare thoſe two papers with the original en- 
© tries of them, in order to their being given in 
evidence; and he was allowed to do ſo. 

© Sir Thomas Davenport, who was General Mur— 
© ray's leading Counſel, thought proper to mention 
© the Council at the trial, and went far and boldly 


© into the ſubject, more ſo than I chooſe to do,—lIn 


© handing your Lordſhip ſuch part of his ſpeech 
© as I think it decent to quote on this occalion, as 


cs taken down by the ſhort-hand writer, and ex- 
© preſſed in the thirteenth page of the printed trial, 


Al beg to be underſtood as only pointing out the 
$ ſentiments of a great lawyer, and as by ao means 
© conveyingmy own, which, perhaps, do not abſolute- 
. ly tally with his, viz & The Judge of ' he Admiral- 
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Le ty is certainly accountable tothe Governor; and the 


«© Governor is accountable to His Majeſty and His 


Council; and the Public have a right to ſee if Mere 
i any miſconduct by the Council“. 


Ar 


*The following are the additional words that I did not think 
proper to ſtate to Lord Sydney, viz. © and his Majeſiy himfelf ; 
it would be an object of enquiry by the Legiflature, and wvould nn 
& doubt be enquired into, if they ſaw any miſcondudt there—there 
cannot be a doubt of it. In inſinuating to Lord Sydney, that 
my ſentiments did not abſolutely tally with thoſe of the learned 
advocate, my mind was not impreſſed with any idea, that the 
conſtitution had not veſted the legiſlature with the ſuperintending | 
power which he deſcribed. That I could not be heard upon a 
Petition to the Houſe of Commons, of which I previouſly ſent 
printed copies to moſt of the Members, with the following apo- 
logy + for having done ſo, may create akoniſhnient i in another age, 


e ſhould the fact be recorded ! 


£ ce 4 Mr. Sutherland holds it neceſſary to apologize to every Member 
« of the Houſe of Commons that ſhall receive a printed copy of his Peti- 
& tion, for intruding it on him before the original has been preſented to 
e that Honorable Houſe, by pointing out the neceſſity he is under of 


c adopting ſuch a meaſure. 


« He found it impoſſible laſt ſeſſion to get a Funden of a ſimilar nature 
© in part read and inveſtigated there: He does not know any Member 
e of Parliament that he thinks he is authorized to call on, to introduce 


* 


„ and ſupport his preſent petition to its inveſtigation, in any other ſenſe 


& than as an injured Britiſh ſubject, who has not a wiſh nearer his heart | 
& than to meet with puniſhment, if he ſhall be found to deſerve it; and 


c ewho conſiders it not leſs the office of the legiflature to Protect than to 
& puniſh, wherever the one or the other is merited. 


In thoſe points of view he thinks he might indiſcriminately call on 
e the juſtice of every Member of Parliament: ;—yet motives of delicacy, 


«© not diſreſpect, have determined him not to ſend copies of his petition _ 


cc to ſuch of them as he knows are friends of General Murray, or of his 


4e connections. But as for the want of the knowledge of every one that 
4 js ſo, copie3 may be ſent to ſome of them, he hopes it will be believed 


« that no offence is meant to be offered them, And to thoſe Members 
« that have been of his own acquaintance, he begs leave to ſay, that it 


4 js not, in the leaſt, preſuming on that acquaintance, that he has ſent 


« them copies. 


6 Unleſs 
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© At the Judge Advocate General's Office, I 
« found no difficulty in obtaining a copy of a paper 
« that I applicd for to Sir Charles Gould, on the 


« firſt of May 1783 :—1 not only obtained a copy 


© of it, but the perſon ſent by me on the 22d of 


July following for that purpoſe, was allowed to 
© compare it with the original entry in that Office. 


© ] have the honor to incloſe a copy of that letter, 
that your Lordſhip may ſee the manner in which 
J applied for the paper, and why I wanted it. 


© The General, on the 11th of March laſt, hav- 


© ing ſatisfactorily done away any thing that might 
« be conſtrued to be injurious to me in ſuch paper, 
© my ideas of honor made me conſider myſelf as re- 
© ſtrained from going into further proceedings on 


© that matter: But the infamous attack by him 


'© fince made on my honor and reputation, has un- 


© fettered me; and holding myſelf free to do ſo, I 


© will make it a part of my intended humble re- 
© monſtrance to the King; ſo as to take off the 


© falſe colotings and ſhades which he threw over 
0 che tranſaQion regarding auctioneers "IM his 


« Unleſs ſome other unexpected means of getting it. preſented ſhall = 


© occur, he intends, on Friday the 28th inſt. to attend in the lobby of the 
* Houſe of Commons, with his petition in his hand: His wiſh, that the 
Members may be previouſly apprized of the nature of it, ſo as to in- 
duce ſome Member then to receive and N it to the Houle, is the 
© cauſe of this intruſion, | 


It will depend upon the reception 4 e 1 the petition | 


* ſhall meet with, to determine, whether, in as caſe, one ſhall be eſta- 


« bliſhed, wherein, contrary to the ideas of every writer on our conſtitu- 
tion, a Britiſh ſubje& can receive an injury, tor which he can no 


6% where find redreſs. 


« Blackbeath, 19th Janilary 1785. 


© court. 


** 
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* court-martial; and which, perhaps, contributed 
to that lenity ſhewn him by His Majeſty on that 
© head. | 
< ] have gone into ſomething like a digreſſion, 

my Lord: — But it is meant to a tendency of 
e illuſtrating the propriety of my claim for papers. 
I will not trouble your Lordſhip any longer, than 

© to repeat the requeſt contained in my letter of 
« the 3d ult. before-mentioned; and to add, that 
if your Lordſhip ſtill has an objection to letting 
© me have any papers that did not appear in the 
Committee, I may have a full communication of 
© every one that was produced there, and copies 
and extracts of ſuch of them as I ſtand in need 
© of, —Had I known, in time, that they were ſo 
© produced, I had a ſhort road to get at them : 
For, by the uſage and cuſtom in parliamentary 
© proceedings, it was the duty of the Clerk of the 

* Committee to have furniſhed me with copies of 
© every paper that he had in his poſſeſſion, on my 
« demanding them. —I ultimately beg leave to re- 
© queſt, with great deference for your Lordſhip, 

© that if you, my Lord, contrary to my expecta- 

tions, ſhall feel any difficulty in determining 
© herein favourably to my wiſhes, your Lordſhip 

© will be pleaſed to lay this letter before the King; 
© and that I may be informed of His e 
b Koen Will thereupon. | 

| I have ana to be, &c. 
Wa JAMES SUTHERLAND. 

6 The Right Hon. Lord Sydney.” 


A 
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No. X. 


c SIR, | =” Blackheath, 27th November 1784. 


Ce HAVING applied by letter on the third of Sep- 
© tember ro Mr. Roſe, requeſting that he would 


© move the Lords of the Treaſury that I might be 


dorm with a copy of the Memorial which 
© General Murray, in his Petition to the Houſe of 


© Commons, mentioned his having preſented to 


His Majeſty ; and a copy of the Reference made 


© thereof to the late Board of Treaſury ; and alſo a 
© copy of the Treaſury Minute thereupon ; I have 


© been ſhewn # Minute of the 25th of October, 
* importing, that that letter having been laid before 
© the Board, their Lordſhips were of opinion, that 


my requeſt could not be complied with, 


© ] had, on the ſame day that I applied to Me. 


© Roſe, made another application to Lord Sydney, 
© regarding papers in his department; and although 
© his Lordſhip, in a letter with which he honored 
c me in anſwer to it, indicated that he was under a 
© neceſſity of refuſing a compliance with my deſire, as 
5 it had been his conſtant rule, never to deliver any 


© copies of the correſpondence or other papers in his 
© Office, except in caſes where ſuch copies have 


© been called for 1 in Parliament, I could not avoid 


addreſſing another letter to his Lordſhip, on the 
* firſt of October aforeſaid, ſating,. i in terms as mo- 


c deſt 


2 
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« deſt as they were meant to be expreſſive of that 
reſpect which I felt, and ſtill profeſs for Lord Syd- 


© ney, that I could not totally recede from my claim; 


but that if his Lordſhip ſtill had any objection to 
letting me have any papers that did not appear in 
© the Committee, (meaning the Committee that ſat 
on General Murray's Petition, aſſailing my honor 
and reputation; which Petition, by a manœuvre 


and extracts of ſuch of them as I ſtood in need of. 


© And I did requeſt, with great deference to his 
© Lordſhip, that if he ſhould feel any difficulty in 


determining favorably to my wiſhes, he would be 


© pleaſed to lay that letter before the King; and that 


I might be informed of His Majeſty's Royal Yeu 
© thereupon. 


A Perſuaded that ſuch a manceuvre would be played off, I told 


_ gentleman who accepted of my Petition to the Houſe, of my 
ſuſpicions; and I did every thing I poſſibly could to prevail on 
him to move for leave to bring it up, as ſoon as the Houſe pro- 


ceeded to buſineſs. 


It was ſuggeſted, however, from another 


quarter, to wait el Mr. Pitt ſhould come down to the Houſe. 
As ſoon as the Miniſter arrived, General Murray's friend moved 

for leave to withdraw his Petition: and this was granted, although 
the proceedings on it had been carried to that length that the 
report was to have been brought up that afternoon 


© of his friends in the Houſe of Commons, was 
© allowed to be withdrawn, after having been ſent 

© forth into the world in the votes of the Houſe, 
© ſo as to prevent mine being introduced or read *, 
© although I had firmly relied on its appearing alſo 
© in the votes), I might have a full communication 
of every one that was produced there, and copies 


— 
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Mr. Nepean had aſſured me, that I ſhould have 
© a written anſwer to my letter; but, laſt Thurſday, 
© Lord Sydney did me the honor of ſeeing me him- 
« ſelf, and gave me to comprehend that I was not 


© to have one; and having given me the ſame rea- 


© ſons that he had aſſigned before for the refuſal of 


papers, indicated that my letters had been laid 


© before the King, and that his Lordſhip could not 


© give me any anſwer as to His Majeſty's pleaſure 
8 thereon: So that I am abſolutely refuſed a copy, 


and communication, of any paper whatſoever 
© even of my own letter to Dr. Franklin ! f 
* Had the papers remained with the Clerk of the 


© Committee, it would have been his duty to have 
© furniſhed me with copies of every paper that was 


© in his poſſeſſion, on my demanding them. 


© I appeal, Sir, to your knowledge of the uſage 


2 and cuſtom in parliamentary proceedings, as to 
s the truth of this aſſertion—1 have a proof of it 
© in my cuſtody, having been furniſhed by the Clerk 
© with. a copy of that very minute which my appli- 
© cation to Mr. Roſe could not procure me, 
And I beg leave, Sir, to appeal to your (once 


* profeſſional) knowledge in the juriſprudence of 


F this country, to determine whether I am unjuſtifi- 


© able in ſoliciting a reviſion to be had of the Trea- 
ſury proceedings on my aforeſaid letter to Mr. 


© Roſe; and in hoping, that having, as I have juſt 


| © obſerved, obtained a knowledge of the Minute of 


the late Board of Treaſury, from the Clerk of the 


© Committee (of which Minute I have the honor to 
w _ © incloſe 
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< incloſe a tranſcript *), I may be furniſhed with a 
© copy of General Murray's Petition to the King 
*« ſlated in it, to be tranſmitted to the Board by 
Lord North, and of whatever his Lordſhip wrote 
© upon the occaſion 7. 

In the firſt letter that I had the honor of writing 


© to you, Sir, I applied as a Britiſh ſubjed, unconnected 

© with party, without friends or protection, and that 
© bad not any Member of Parliament of his acquaintance 
© that he could aſk to preſent his Petition to the Houſe of 


* Treaſury Minute, 15th December 1783. 


PRESEN:T: 
Lord John Cavendiſh, 
Mr. Montague, . 
Sir Grey Cooper. 


My Lords, * into conſideration a Petition to the Ki 3 
General Murray, late Governor of Minorca, tranſmitted to tlie 
| Board by Lord North; praying to be relieved from judgment 
awarded againſt him at the ſuit of Mr. Sutherland, late Judge of 
the Vice Admiralty Court in Minorca : Allo the opinion of the 
late Attorney General on General Murray's caſe; wherein he 
fates, that it is not adviſeable to ſeel further relief at law 6. And 


His Majeſty N graciouſly accepted the General's prayer for 
relief, 


My Lords, direct the Solicitor to aſcertain what the amount of 
the judgment and the General's legal coſts is, and to lay the ſame 


before the Board: And my Lords will then iſſue A to him 
for the diſcharge thereof. e 7 


+ Two paragraphs that follow this, in the ortginal, are omitted 
here, as unneceſſary to be inſerted ; they 8 a Member | 
of a former adminiſtration. 


5 Would the Attorney General have given this opinion, "7 any part of 
my conduct had been fuch as to have rr ano the ſuſpenſion of me from 
mp olſice ? | 


Commons: 
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—Such I am; and, as ſuch, I think I 
© am in poſſeſſion of a more powerful recommenda- 
tion to a Miniſter of your character, for obtaining 


Commons: 


what I now apply for, (in order that I may not be 
< oroping in the dark for circumſtances, the miſre- 


« preſentation of which induced His Majeſty to 
« approve of General Murray's prayer for "relief ; 
< which the King's juſtice would never have done, 
© had he been truly informed on the ſubject), than if 
„ were a man, backed by all the parliamentary and 
* Eaft Indian weight of ſuch familics as the Johnſtones, 
2 and the General's other friends *. 
© have the honor to be, &c. 


JAMES SUTHERLAND f. 
£ Right Hon, William Pitt. | 


- „55 . 8 5 
* In the original, a paragraph follows this, which is omitted as 
immaterial, ſince it regards a Member of a former adminiſtr ation. 


+ This let ter 1 delivered to Mr. Pitt's porter, and enquired 

whether his maſter was at home? and being anſwered, No! I 
enquired whether Mr. Prettyman was there? — Whether he had 

any fixed hour for coming to Downing-Street !— And whether 
the porter could tell me at what time there might be a Probabi- 
lity of finding him there ! ? 

To all theſe enquiries I received x no other anſwer, than, No! 

I went every day, and ſometimes twice or three times in a day, 
to enguire for Mr. Pitt, or Dr. Prettyman, at Mr. Pitt's houſe ; 
and was conſtantly told that neither of them was there. 


At laſt 1 wrote Dr. Prettyman a , of which the follow- : 


ing is a 18 805 


81 R, 5 M2 wy Dee. 1784. 
I have done myſelf the honor of waiting on you, in order to 
enquire dender it is in your power to inform me of Mr. Pitt's 

Ms . determi- 


r 
rr 
2 
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No. XI. 
My LORD, Ws Mahon, 1yth June 1779. 


© WHEN I had the honor of writing to your Lord- 
© ſhip on the eleventh of March, about Mr. Soyris, 
© I meant at the ſame time to have repreſented the 
* hard treatment that I met with from General 
Murray fince my return from France, inſtead of 
© the conſolation that I expected for what I had 
© ſuffered there: but the diſtreſſes of my mind, and 
* my weak nerves, deprived me of the power to ex- 
© ecute ſo diſagreeable a taſk. l have attempted it 
_ © ſince more than once, but with ſo much reluctance 
that I could not go on: For, as my friendſhip 


determination on my letter to him of Saturday laſt —or whe- 
ther Mr. Pitt may chooſe to ſignify it to me himſelf? And I 
will beg leave to return on Monday next, on the ſame occaſion. 
© I am, SIR, 
© Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant, 


JAMES SUTHERLAND. 
6 The Rev. Dr. Prettyman.” 


I returned at the time indicated in my letter; and Mr. Pitt's 
porter informed me, that Dr. Prettyman had deſired him to tell 
me, that Mr. Pitt had not yet had time to look at my papers. 

J let five or fix days paſs over before I returned to make my 
_ enquiries in Downing Street I then repeated them every day 
in the ſame manner as, and with no better ſucceſs than, before.— 
At length, tired out by this treatment, after having gone there 
in the morning of the 16th of December, I returned after noon the 

fame day, and holding a paper in my hand, on which the words 
were written, deſired the porter to tell his maſter, * that having 

4 been there ſo often, I thought my coming any more would be 
« uſcleſs, unleſs I ſhould be ſent for.“ 


This indication produced no more than my other applications 
kad done.! b 


and 
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and regard for the General had been ſo great 
© before I went to England, that he could always 
© command me in every thing that was not contrary 
© to the dictates of my conſcience and my honor, 


© I could not eaſily curb thoſe feelings for him: 


0 yet, after weighing all circumſtances, I concluded 

© that it would be diſhonorable for me to be ſilent; 
and therefore your Lordſhip would have been 
© troubled with this letter earlier, if any mail had 
© been made up at the Poſt-office ſince the 9 
< ſailed laſt for Leghorn. 


© When I engaged Mr. Soyris, by the General's 


© order, to go to France; it was upon the expreſs 


condition that nobody ſhould know any thing of 


© his being employed, but the General, Mr. Soyris, 


© and myſelf; and that his hand-writing was not to 
© be ſeen by any body, but the General and me. 
In conſequence, the firſt intelligence he ſent me 
© from France, I carried to the General; who, hav- 
© ing read it, returned the original to me, and de- 
| © fired me to make an extract from it, and give it 
© ro him; from which extra& any copy that might 
© be ſent to your Lordſhip ſhould be made; and I 
did make ſuch extract, and deliver it to the Gene- 
© ral: But when I carried him the ſecond intelli- 
© gence from Mr. Soyris, he kept the original, never 


returned it to me, nor did I ever make any ex- 
tract from it. 


While Mr. Soyris was in France, the General 


8 intereſted himſelf very extraordinarily about a 


0 Roman Nobleman, the Marquis Orſini, who had 
| 5 come f 
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come here in conſequence of connections that he 
© had had in trade, with Mr. Francis Segui, the ſon 
© of the Civil Aſſeſſor in this iſland.— This Noble- 
© man alledged, that he was half owner of a veſſel 
© for which a Mediterranean paſs had been granted 
upon the oath of Mr. Segui, as his ſole property. 
c This paſs, after having been made uſe of, was 
© returned into the Secretary's Office, and the bond 
© that had been entered into by Mr. Segui's ſecuti- 
< ties on iſſuing the paſs, was cancelled, by tearing off 
© their ſeals and ſignatures, Upon this very bond 
* fo cancelled, the General ordered his ſecretary to 
© ſue the perſons that had ſigned it, for the penalty 
mentioned in it. This cauſe was tried before 
© me; and I determined, that the ſecurities were not 
© liable to the penalty. 
© When I waited on the General with my ſentence, 
© he was extremely diſpleaſed ;—ordered an appeal 
© to be made from it;—menaced me with a com- 
« plaint, and that my conduct ſhould be laid before 
© the Privy Council, with the appeal: To all this 
© he added ſo fingular a mark of his reſentment, 
© that I required the fulleſt evidence of my ſenſes to 
© be certain of it. 3 
From this moment, I conſtantly met with marks 

© of diſguſt from the General; and I was ſoon for- 
bid his mouſe, though I had not t attempted going 
© there, 

_ © Shortly after this Mr, Soyris eeturnad from 
© France in the packet, when ſhe eſcaped from Mar- 
* ſeilles on the appearance of hoſtilities; and the 

© General, 
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General, the next morning, ſent one of his family 
« defiring him to come to him,——This circum- 
« ſtance added to the ſuſpicions that already pre- 


© yailed here, that he had been ſent to France as a 


*ſpy; and I humbly preſume, that though the 


© General was offended with me, on ſuch a nice 


© occaſion as this, he ought not to have ſent for Mr. 


© Soyris ; but that the intelligence ſhould have been 
© conveyed to him in writing through me, if he did 
© not chooſe to ſee me. — At the return of the 
© packet from her firſt voyage to Leghorn, a Corſi- 


© can Gentleman came paſſenger in her; and it was 
© ſoon after reported, and in the mouth of every 


© body, that the General expected a thouſand Cor- 


« ficans to reinforce the garriſon.— On ſeeing the 
© vaſt preparations that His Excellency made for a 
_ © ſiege, I was led to believe that he muſt have got 


better intelligence than had been procured by Mr. 


© Soyris; and therefore, as our garriſon was weak, 
©and the General was ſtimulating people of all de- 


© nominations to ſerve His Majeſty, I, (though 
© fighting is not my profeſſion, deſirous to ſet an 


© example, and to encourage others, wrote the Ge. 
* neral a letter, offering my ſervices in the Fort, in 
any character where my arm and my ſmall abilities 
© ſhould be held moſt uſeful: and I had applied to 
* the Commanding Officer of the fifty-firſt regiment, 


© to be allowed to do duty as a common ſoldier, 


with the grenadiers of his corps. — The General 
© choſe to decline my offer; and I had the mortifi- 
cation to find, that I was the only man in the 


© whole 
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« whole iſland that was refuſed. !] felt this the 
more ſenſibly, as, while Mr. Soyris was in France, 
© and before I had given ſentence regarding the 
bond before mentioned, the General had aſſured 
© me, that, in caſe of an attack from France, he 
© would employ me honorably, and near his perſon, 
After this, and that the idea of a ſiege had blown 
© over, thinking it right to guard againſt the effects 
of the General's menaces and reſentment, I deter- 
© mined- to go to England. When this came to be 
© known, inſinuations were made to me, that the 
© appeal from my ſentence would not be proſecuted! 
© To which I anſwered, that that was a matter of 
great indifference to me; and that I was reſolved 
to go to England, to ſhew that I had nothing to 
© fear; and that my behaviour there, with regard 
© to the General, ſhould be regulated by what 1 
© ſhould find he had repreſented, or might repreſent 
© concerning me. As I found that the General had 
not complained of me, and that no ſteps had been 
© taken at the Council Office to proſecute the appeal, 
J, on my part, ſaid nothing about him in England. 
The misfortune of my having been taken by 
< the French, and ſent a priſoner to Fort St. Nicho- 
© las, are circumſtances that your Lordſhip cannot 
© be uninformed of. That misfortune was totally 
© owing to the buſineſs of Mr. Soyris; and the 
« ſtory of the thouſand Corſicans being handed to 
France, where it was ſuppoſed that 1 had been 
© ſent to England by the General on public buſi- 
* neſs, and that I was bringing him back anſwers 
1 J +. OW 
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from Government, I was not releaſed from that 


„Fort until the Commandant, ſeeing the extreme 


« danger that I was in as.to my health and my 
mental faculties, allowed a Phyſician and two 


© eminent Surgeons to hold a conſultation about. 
eme; and he having ſent the reſult of their deli- 


© berations to Monſ. de Sartine, the return of the 
* poſt brought his orders for my being ſent back to 
* Aix on my parole.—Thoſe orders came in a cri- 


© tical time; for I could not have exiſted, a pri- 


© ſoner, three days longer. 
On my return from France, I was ſhocked at 


£ the coolneſs with which the General received me. 


„In a few days he uſed me very ill; and he has 


© ſince treated me in a manner to leſſen that conſe- 


© quence among the commercial people and the in- 
< habitants, that ought to be kept up, to give re · 
© ſpect to my office. 

* But the only fact that I mean to point out to 
c your Lordſhip, in complaint againſt the General, 1s, 
© that a Captain of an Engliſh merchant ſhip, who 


is on his parole at Aix, having ſent a letter for 
him, ſoliciting to be exchanged, to be forwarded 


© to me by another Engliſhman that was in France, 
© the latter perſon wrote to me; and I having ſent 


© the Captain's letter, as well as my own from that 


© Engliſhman to the General, His Excellency choſe 


sto ſend me a meſſage in form, by Mr, M Neille, 
© agent for priſoners of war, deſiring that I would 
© not in future correſpond with any of His Majeſ- 
« ry's enemies. As that meſſage, put in circulation, 

f 8 - "tends. 
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© tends to convey an idea that I had held ſome im- 
© proper correſpondence, I feel it as a ſevere wound 
to my honor and reputation. 
3 therefore, my Lord, entreat your Lordſhip, to 
© Jay me, with all humility, as a moſt loyal and zea- 
© Jous ſubject, at the feet of my Sovereign, humbly 
_ © requeſting His Majeſty's favor and juſtice, to 
| © make General Murray declare the reaſons that he 
had for ſending me that meſſage ; and that if he 
has any thing to accuſe me of, he may be compelled 
© to do ſo, openly; and that if His Majeſty, in his 
© Royal Wiſdom, ſhall think that I have not merited 
«© ſuch a meſſage to be ſent to me, that ſuch repara- 
© tion may be made to my injured honor as His 
* Majeſty ſhall think proper. 5 
© Whiſpers, I know, though I cannot prove them, 
© or the author of them, have been ſent forth re- 
© garding me, of ſuch a tendency that would not 
© have been made any where but here! 
Not only my health was ſo much impaired by 
my confinement, that my nerves are not yet quite 
recovered; but my fortune ſuffered conſiderably, 
from the long detention of my ſelf and my ſon, at a 
great expence, in France. May I, my Lord, hum- 
« bly ſolicit your Lordſhip to repreſent this to His 
* Majeſty; that as that misfortune and expence 
« were brought on for his ſervice, they may become 
s objects of his Royal conſideration: On this occa- 
« ſion I entreat to be allowed to obſerve, that when 
the General tranſmitted to your Lordſhip the ori- 
© ginal memorials from the Jurats of Mahon, and 
: * the 
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« the commercial people of this iſland, of which the 
© incloſed are copies“, requeſting that the fees of 
my office might be fixed according to their ideas, 


© and that a ſalary might be appointed for me; they 


© never meant that the General, who frongly repre- 


« ſented my merits, and the neceſſity there was that 


© ſomething ſhould be added to my income, ſhould 


© have propoſed, as he did, fees on Mediterranean 
© paſſes for me, which could not be allowed of, inſtead of 
© a ſalary; but that they requeſted preciſely, that 
His Excellency would recommend to His Majeſty to 
© appoint a ſalary for me, payable out of the e of 
© this iſland. © 


© I beg your Lordſhip's nandon for my giving 


© you this trouble; and I have the honor to be, 
xe. 


(Signed) * JAMES SUTHERLAND. 


The Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Weymouth.“ 


No. XII. 


« Mr LORD, London 14th March 1781. 


«ASI am informed that General Murray, Go- 
© vernor of Minorca, has tranſmitted a duplicate of 
| © a note which I wrote him from Leghorn, to your 
* Lordſhip, that the ſame might be laid before the 


* It; is not the neceſſary now to inſert theſe copies. 


S2 King, 
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© King, in complaint againſt me; I beg your Lord- 
© ſhip's permiſſion to incloſe you a copy of a narra- 
© tive, of ſome (for I have others that I world not 
© chooſe to put in circulation) of the private reaſons 
that induced me to write that note, and alſo a paper 
© of minutes concerning ſome cards that paſſed be- 
© tween the General and me before; and a copy of a 
© certificate regarding my indiſpoſition, when I was 
© a ſtate priſoner in France, And J muſt humbly 
© requeſt, that your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to lay 
© both thoſe papers alſo before His Rs in my 
« juſtification. 

© I have ſtated in chis' narrative, that on the 17th 
© of June 1579, I wrote'to Lord Weymouth, com- 
© plaining of the General; and ſoliciting His Ma- 
* jeſty's favor and juſtice, not only to obtain redreſs, 
« but that as the misfortune of my having been a 
© ſtate priſoner, the loſs of my health, and the great 
© diminution of my fortune, were brought on for 
His Majeſty's ſervice, they might become 8 of 
His Royal Conſideration. 

That the letter, I underſtand, has not, as yet, 
© been laid before the King; and therefore, I like- 
* wiſe humbly requeſt, that your Lordſhip will be 
+ pleaſed to lay it alſo before His Majeſty. 

When General Murray ſent to ſuſpend me from 
* my office of Judge of the Admiralty, I was only 
told, that he did ir for diſobedience of his lawful com- 
8 "money and for ſome other reaſons which Jools be 
© made tnown to His Majeſty. 

_ Wich regard to what he calls diſobedience of his 
6 — 
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0 © lawful commands, I have explained myſelf fully 
(and I hope ſatisfactorily) to the Lords of the 


« Admiralty; but as he muſt have tranſmitted his 


© other reaſons to your Lordſhip officially, may I, 


my Lord, in all humility, ſolicit the favor of your 


© Lordſhip to let me have copies of thoſe other 
© reaſons, and of every thing that he has wrote 


© on the matter of my ſuſpenſion ; in order that an 


« affectionate, well-diſpoſed, and moſt loyal ſubject 


as J am, may not be aſperſed on any account what- 
© ſoever, without having an opportunity of vindicat- 


© ing himſelf to His Moſt Gracious Sovereign. 
© If it ſhould be your Lordſhip's pleaſure, at any 
time, to defire to ſee me, I ſhall conſider it as the 


© higheſt honor, and anſwer any queſtions with 
© candour ; and 1 entreat that your Lordſhip will 
© be aſſured, that, let General Murray have wrote 
© whatever came uppermoſt, to anſwer his malevo- 
© lence againſt me, I neither have meddled with it, or 


© do meddle with any perſon's concerns but my own, and 


bat I am poſſeſſed of proofs of this: and the object of 


my reſentment againſt him, is confined to the vin- 


© dication of my honor and character, to have 4 


moderate ſatisfaction for the injuries he has done me, 


and to the prevention of * deing uſed ill in fu- 


* ture, eds 
320 Thave the honor ro be, bee. 


'F JAMES SUTHERLAND. 2 
8 The Right Hon, the Earl of . „ 


8 5 No. XII. 
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© John Lewis Lariviere depoſeth upon the oath 
he has taken before Lieutenant George Don, 
Secretary to his Excellency General Murray, 


© Governor of the iſland of Minorca, Ke. 
© &c. 


© THAT Captain Johnfton, late his Excellency's 
© Secretary, did ſeveral times queſtion the depo- 
nent concerning a private affair contracted be- 
tween his Excellency and Joſeph Bianchi, in which 
the deponent was concerned as interpreter, and 
* paſſing ſome writings ; which queſtions the depo- 
© nent always evaded anſwering, until one day, Cap- 
© tain Johnſton ſeemingly taking it amiſs, the depo- 
© nent told him he could not let him know, his 
«* Excellency having commanded him to keep it a 
©ſecret; on which Captain Johnſton ſaid, I ſhall 
| © know it from his Excellency ſome of theſe days. — 
On the ſame day, about eight o'clock in the even- 
ing, his Excellency ſent for the deponent, order- 
ing him to tell Bianchi to get ready to ſail on the 
* firſt warning; and renewed his orders to him, not 
to let Captain Johnſton know any thing of it: on 
© which he told his Excellency, he might be aſſured 
© he would not——That Captain Johnſton had 
© oftentimes aſked and endeavoured to get it out of 
wy him. Next morning, Captain Johnſton met the 
s deponent on the parade, as he was going to the 
c Office, 


[APP. JAMES SUTHERLAND, ESQ, 142 


Office, telling him that he did very wrong to let 
© the General know that he had aſked the deponent 
to tell him what the General was doing with Bianchi, 
© as that might be the occaſion of breeding miſun- 
e derſtandings between them; upon which he told 
© him, he never meant to hurt him; and he ſaid, he 
© would never more enquire of him about that affair. 
A few days after, but the deponent does not re- 


collect the day, any further than that he had wrote 


out a copy of His Excellency's will, which was 


© lying on a table m the great room, and where i 
* alſo the deponent brought ſome letters, and a 


© copy of the contract to be incloſed in a letter to 
Lord Le Deſpenſer, which contract was indorſed 
© in ſuch like words, * A copy of a contract or 
* affreightment of the Genoeſe Pink St. Lewis 
« Gonzaga, between his Excellency the Honorable 
c« Lieutenant General Murray, and Joſeph Bianchi.” 


That, on the ſame day, Captain Johnſton came 
© from the General's into the Office, and told the 
© deponent, the General makes a great ſecret of 


© what every body may have ſeen to-day, -—-l have 


'* ſeen the contract, with an indorſement between 
* his Excellency and Bianchi, lying upon the table; 
and all thoſe that ſigned as witneſſes to the wil! 


— 


might ſee it as well as myſelf. ES 
© The above having been read to Mr. John l 


© Lariviere, he, as aforeſaid, has taken his oath to 


F the truth thereof, and ſigned | it with his own hand, 
in 


144 THE CASE OF [Ave, 


in the Secretary's office at Mahon, 12th Septem- 


© ber 1779. 
C3 La LARIVIERE.' ; 
In preſence of Gro. Ons e 


No. XIV. 
SIR, Grecian Coſſee-houſe, Temple, 2oth April 1785. 


As I mean to do nothing but what is right, I 
* truſt to this declaration to plead my excuſe, if 
am wrong in writing to you once more. 

General Murray, I underſtand, is to apply to 
Parliament again to-day, I wiſh to be heard by 
© counſel at the bar of the Houſe, before his Petition 


goes to a committee; and not to be taken by ſur- 


« priſe, after having ſent Lord Sydney a Memorial to 
« be laid before the King. 

So far as I am entitled to apply to you, Sir, as 
* the Miniſter of this country, I profane to do ſo, 
©to urge that wiſh, [3 

© Diſhonor was brought o on the operation of His 
© Majeſty's Vice Admiralty Court, by my ſuſpenſion. 
The repreſentations of the Imperial Ambaſſador, 
and others, that I believe are in the Office of 
© the Secretary of State for the Foreign Department, 
Mp way Trove this. 


2  * General 


[Apr. JAMES SUTHERLAND, ESQ. 143 


General Murray, partaking of the audioneers fees 
© on the ſale of prizes, had an intereſt in removing a 


© man who never had one appeal made from any of 
© his ſentences; and introducing another of a dif- 
« ferent deſcription, whom Government would have 


* ſuperſeded, had it not been intended that I ſhould 
© have been reſtored to my office. 

In a printed copy of a Petition that I formerly 
© ſent you, Sir, I pointed out a circumſtance de- 
* monſtrative of the General's having no fair claim 


© on Government, had he e even been juſtified i in the | 


« ſuſpenſion of me. 


© I have the honor to be, &c. 


JAMES SUTHERLAND. F 


© The Right Hon, William Pitt,” 
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5 A melancholy event ok dies yesterday, near 
"tothe Exhibition of the Siege of Gibraltar, in 

| whe Green Park. As His Mass x passed in his ih 
way to the Palace, a decent dressed man, who TG 0 
appeared to be about Sixty years old, shot him 
Self through the heart, and died in a few minutes. a 
He had a Letter in his hand directed to the Coro- | 
ner, but addressed to a Ga zA PaxSON AGA, 
which Letter, for certain reasons, we cannot at 
present lay before the Public, but a corre copy . 

of which, the Readers of the Oz acLs may ex | 
pe, as soon as we can with ä E 
them. 
The name of the unfertoante man was Jawes| 
S$urTuzrLanD, some time since Judge of the 
Adwiralty Court at Minorca, who upon a mis- 
understanding with the then Governor, was sus. 
pended, and upon a Challenge which he sent to 
the General, was e We . his 
situation. nenn, if ; 


A proecution was ; afterwards commenced by! 
Mr. SUTHERLAND against the Governor, and 
damages to the amount of g000l, were awarded; 
| but which, by a vote > of Parliament, were returned, 
to the General. | 


Upon searching his pockets,Tave-pence in half. | 
pence, a purse with a sirpence in it, a n 
bottle, a powder - horn with a little powder in it, 

a snuff-box, with the letters J. S. in a cypher on 
It, and a white pocket | ache were their 
"7 contents. 


Mx. Wilks, the Coroner for the Palace 5 | 
Has zummoned a Jury for tHisday, in order to| 
take an Inquest on the body of the unfortunate | | 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. His body was taken to 
St. Martin's, Bone-House, till the Coroner's 
Jury have given their verdict, | | 
It appeared by the letter, that this docking 8 

euont was by no means the consequence of a sud · . 

. Hen impulse of insanity, but from what be, in 

| "bis letter, calls cool and deliberate reatonin; 7 

4 22 zense of honour 3 5 
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" eapvighe the living, that life to tm wa 
| | then, while his boxour was suspected. 
Il js id that Mr. SurusWtLand nab delt ? 
e who. * Ft 420 time's ey in 99. Any. | 
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. Tus Oracit of yesterday presented with 


perfect accuracy the attendant circumstances of 
the sactiſice of that Gentleman to en 20 | 
- Ciple and irregular i imagination. 2000 M3.) 


We, in our tender attention als0 to the drctaind, 
preserved the. becoming respect to the u1cn 
* PxrzONAGE $0 particularly alluded to by the 

unhappy Suicide. Our Cotemporaries, with an 
unthinking avidity, precipitated before the public | 
some passages hastily snatehed from a glance at 
the letter addressed hy Mr.SuTuerLand to the 
KINO. Such a procedure cannot be sufficiently re- 
probated; it was unfeeling and indecent; we 
therefore waited until we could deliver without 
_ impropriety a literal Copy of the whole. Upon a 
comparison, it will be seen how miserably muti- 
lated have been the transcripts thus prematurely 


procured. The Laer rea, W "To fol. | 
bons. Ss ; a 2 


3 that Letter a few refleions naturally 
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| Whoever reads this + prodution with the alight. ; 
est penetration, will not fail to discover, that it 6 
* utterly incoherent. It is disse cted by ram - 
bling parentheses—it i is the work of a man who 
- has forgotten the arrangement of his ideas. 
He began a sentence, and broke in upon its imme 
_ grity with some anecdote, violent and totally from 
the purpose. Let any man read the second pa · 
ragraph of the Leiter, and entertain if he can 
the slightest doubt of his insanity. Of the ver. 
dict of the. Coroner's Jury, every man of sense 
"will see the propriety. 


Upon a GukAr PE d br whose bene 
lence is perhaps the most prominent of his many 
moral excellencies, 1 not a particle of blame can 
possibly lye. General Musk is an Officer, 
v hom not to praize is not to know He i is also on 
| the score of feeling little to be suspected of in- 
© bumavity.—The Softest Sympathy will seek ou 
-*the mode of alleviating the afiiQions of a Famil; 4 
left in circumstances alas! much too mean, and 
te character of the tash' and unhappy: | 
badge of with 3 when _ | 
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ef x the moment that my heart's bloo! 98 lein 
i, I regret for your sake as well as for m wy family. 
that you allowed yourself to be impozed upon re. 
| gaiding me, and have persisted in retaihing Such 
prejudices against me, that the most Spirited ina 
dutiful Appeuli in the first instance to your justice 
and bumanity, aud afterwards the most humili- 
ating Supplications to the same, would not operate 
upon either; and that although Allegiance and 
ProteQion are constitutionally reciprocal, and that 
nothing has ever shaken the former of those du- 
ties in me, the latter has been withheld by you. 


7 The idea of a stake being driven througb 
my body, has not terror to make me wish that the 
add which I now perform shall be considered in 
any other light, but that of deliberait reatoning. 

1 had longy determined that it should take place 

in the mannee, and on the Spot that I now fall 

(bleeding, cupping, and castor oil, have kept me 
alive beyond my expectation), whenever my hard 

case should be published, to shew that insanity 


had deprived me of every resource but death. |. 


Instead of going abroad (of doing which I had | 
not the means) as I had insinuated, I never E. 
ternally meant any thing but to cpi my blood; 
to vouch, that J had not merited any degrada- 
tion; and that my conscience told me that 1 was | 
entitled to honour, favour, and reward. Though 
forgive General Murzar, and every other 
Person that has done me injuries, J feel even 

in this instant anxious to remove wrong impres- 
sious, and to set your Majesty right with regard Y 
to him and me. T have therefore subjoined an 
Extract of part of a Letter, which will Shew what 
really was the immediate cause of his having re- 
moved me from my Office. This Letter I had oc- 
_ casion to address in some of the Public Prints to 
his Relations, who had in an ungenerous man- 
der introduced his infamous Petition to the House 
of Commons :—hat House of Commons which 
refused different Petitions from me; and evi- 
dence the truth, that although ee the stern com 
mands of prerogative have rejeded the milder 
voice of influence, yet hat influentt is in its ef. 


teck equally overhearing and destruQive.” 6 


> 1 +8 4:3. + « 


* * And let me recommend to you4'S1 K E, to order 
al the Letters that 1 wrote o Mr. Srepn as, 
; as Secretary. of the Admiralty, previous to,, and 


» « *> 


upon my $uspensioily, co be colleeg, for your in- 


Speftion.”: You villsbey veties of itregularity and 
abuse of authority on the part. of the General, 


Admiralty, had not the times been such, that. 


(that would have Erelted the! resentment of we 


expressed your determination that no one mould 


[like to have there. —a fear $0 strong. in every 
department, that even a Secretary of State Was 


ö 


official patience and moderation upon mine, . 


. Vou will find that I had determined to sa- 
erifice every thing but justice and my Honour to 


legal order of his, to put the powers granted to 


_ [at war, into one Commission, instead of issuing 
1 two, whereby I lost some hundreds of pounds. 


Let me also recommend to you, that you will 
order for your perusal, a Narrative which I had | 
addressed to Lord Hirrssonouen, when Secre- 


sons that led me to write the General a note 


there was a fear of displeasing him, and you had | 


be in any Office in. Minorca, that he should not 


| obliged to pocket the affront of the General's | 
having vent a Letter to your, Majesty, under 
cover to the Post-Master-General, instead of 
| conveying it through that Secretary 3). and of |: 


keep him quiet, if possible; that I obeyed an #/- 


| privateers against two States with which we were 


tary, of State; containing tame of the private rea- | 


his Lordship to inflame your M AJESTY'5 although 
at the time of writing it, he Was possessed of a 


to take his passage in the next Cartel going to 
Marseilles 4 so that he could not want the means 
| of taking the only measure chat could have oc. 
curted to a man of delicate honour, Josread. of 
being rivetted to the Island by 1har © very note! 1 
had other reasons for having: writer: it, which 1: 


bore 1 have left under a sealed cover, directed t 
[your Majesry, to be sent to the Secretary © { 
State for the Home Department 3 and alss A Co. 
py 0 of a Letter which T wrote to 'the General on 


/ 01 * 
the 24th of Decemb er let Be 1 


R 


a - 


f from Leghorn, which he 50 indelicately Sent to 


5 Pass from the KI * NG of Fa an CE, for travelling 9 
py through his Country; , and had given out before 
I left Minorca. to go to Leghorn, that he meant | 


did not communicate to LordHus ol el | 
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Ldo no mean that either of chem hall be. put 
in circulation ; although- I vill lesbe 2 Copy of 
each with one of my Nephews in confidence, 


* 


6 Farewell SIRE, "Se . 2 
ce, Youn, MajesTy 's Loyal Subjef,, 7 
TM JAMES SUTHERLAND, ” 
170 Aug. 1791. 1314445 
; Copied the 1 3th, although dated the 10 
of August, being the day on which 1 
mean to shoot myself in the Green Park, | 
as the King passes to his ovens e 
e e e 
To the Cox onEHNH who thall bald an nau. on 


Jau Su Feet 


, * . F — & 1 * 
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CORONER), VE bier. 


Vesterday, at six o' clock, an inquest n was taken 
at the house of Mr. Huggins, the Barn, in St. 
Martin's Lane, on the Body of the unfortunate 
Mr. James SUTHERLAND, when, attcr exa- 
mining Several Witnesses, the Ju v, at half past 
nine o'clock, brought in a yerdict of Lunacy.. 


The Jury were in a great measure determin- 
ed upon their Verdict, by the testimony of Mr. 
Georce Ward, an eminent Merchant, and 
Mr. Nic HO s Hagrison, a Student of the 


| Temple. both of whom had been several years 


intimately acquainted with the deceased, and” 
proved to the satisfaction of the Jury, that Mr. 


3 SUTHERLAND had been for many Jean At 


| timers. im a state of 1 insanity. aA n , 


Ia the absence ot Mr. WII Vis, who i is in the 
country, Mr. Daa«s, the Vestry Clerk of "BG? | 


* 


| MOR 5, officiated as Coroner: . 
| | oy 


[ 


SKETCH OF ns LIFE. e rag 
| While the unfortunate. Gentleman, de 5 
death has been thus recorded, is the subject of 


conversation, it may not be uninteresting to the 


| world to learn, what. it is but justice to his me- 


mory to publish, the opinions of him which for 


| a $eries of years have been entertained by all those 


who had an opportunity of darin ny with ace 

bas „ © "3 #54 
Spirit and high, id eddbes fave ever been 

'his characteristics. A life marked by activity and 


generous firmness, would have sufficientiy proved. 


this, without the sad conviaion of it which We 
manner of his death so forcibly, impresses. IIis 
station had been honourable, for in im had been 
reposed one of the highest trusts Which a man 
can receive from his fellow creatures, the power | 


af _—_— upon the rights of property. As a 


2 


Jud of the Admiralty Court at Gibraltar, he 
joog and preserved a. character highly dis- 
tinguished for integrity and faithfulness, f . 
| clearness and precision: few of his decrees 
were appealed mouy ane those few were een 
confirmed, 


Upon the cession of Mioores, at t the Pence of 
Paris: with an honest ambition to promote his 
| fair fortune, he embraced the same situation in 
that Island: But however, disapp pointed in his 
hope of reaping $uperior: Advantage, the character 


be had) rained, accoiniphdied1 him tlüther-, #1 | 
| though»theaccurnyletiongof misfortute/vat; th 
| ended a life which-ha& bnce known ease and/haps, 
piness, depressetl him into zuch glodms as Ia 
prived him of his reason; yet the resgecklef t 
who knew him, attended him, after tliase tungs 
had been lost which fin general are webe to: 75 
command it. in Te 2252 2 43 bagr; Ne 
? 


| He was a man whose heart was largely ektend 
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ſed; his berievolence led him to consſder N . : 
as his Friends; and for his Friends were neve! | % 
{ wanting, his abilities, his good offices, nor (while! | j 
| he had one) his fortune Many who'are pone{ I 
before him to their great account; many who: E 
| Survive, and have past him in the race for for- 
tune and honour, could afford strong testimony 1 


of this,” In Gatrisons' of such importance as 
those in which he served, aa large portion of (Ye 
Army are settled in successjion; and not a fe 
among the Milirary as well as the Navy, will will- 
ingly: bear witness, that his house, his table, and 
his purse, were open to all those who deserved 
them. Probably bad his virtues been of a kind 
more prudent and less shining, he would not have 
been driven to the only act of his life: which his. 
| F riends will be unhappy in remtmbering. 


hut Poverty alone was not the only cause of 
bis desperation : he" bravery of his heart, the 
spirit of his mind, had formed him to be pe. 
culiarly and even fiercely Jealous, when his claims} 
| tothe charaQers of a patriotic Citizen and 10a] | 
subject came to be attacked; and it may be said, 
that his sens bility never recovered the wound 
if rhat had 86 been given to it. By whom, and-for 

no IwWhat purpose it was inflicted, it would how be as 

= | needles to enquire as to discover; it may, how. 
3 ä | | ever, be truly sald, that his arbitrary” removal 
Itrom his office was the root of all his mis fartunes. 
What a British Jury thought of his case, is upon 
record ; aud he has been one among several in- 
strumenis of proving, that the language of a 
Military Goyerigc, and the strong arm o . 
can only be exeried, with, ny in . 
climes than these. SANE e br 


Upon his fitst trial with. Gen. [Aubin wor they. 
gave hin 3,000l. damages; upon the second, the 
| gave him 5,000; As his mind however was formed: 
to Honour, ii was "= money that could res tore . 
to n IG i under the idea 


— 


| that he continued to be misrepresented to those 
whom e had not offended, The last effusions of 
; mind shew what was uppermopt init; nor have they 
perhaps been in one point unavailing. He who could 
be sa anxious for fixing the belief of his attachment 
io one little community, when he was goibg to 
a state where Nations and even Worlds are 4 
in the Infinitude of Space and of Eternf 
never have been other than loyal and {ar 
In the mass of mankind, his anxiet» for his own | 
fame will not perhaps de much regarded; but 
let us not forget, that it is this individual anxiety | 
which is the great spur to the general practice of 
honour, and that men will cease to be virtuous 
| when they cease to be studious of character. 


Of Bis particular claims upon Government, i it 
may not be improper decentiy to speax. He had 
deen charged with dispatebes of high consequence 
from Lord WEY MOT AH to the Governor of Mi- 
norca: they were of magnitude enough to employ | 

the strictest attention of the French. To avoid 
discovery, he proceeded by a circuitous rout to 
his destination; and in Italy, for his better con- 
cealment, he hired, a | Savoyard vessel to convey | 
him. But he was 80 carefully watched, that he 
was immediately arrested in his voyage, and the 
Enemy thought his Mission of sufficient. impor- | 
tance to justify the violation of an Amicable } 
Flag: He destroyed bis dispatches, but was 
| forced to pay the price of the Vessel, which he 
in fac had been the means of losing. He re- 
mained many months in the horrors of 2 French 
Prison; and to this day his expences from his 
departure from England to the end of his Tapti- | 
. have never been teimbursed. His claims 
have been allowed, and the justice of the Mi- 
nistry would certainly have relieved him, but the 
loss of his Place, and the failures he had expe. | 
' rienced'i in oecupations to which he was wholly a 
stranger, and which he had begun when $unk i in. 
to the vale of years, had reduced him to what had 
ever been unknown to him, and what was in no 
wise congenial wich his mind to importunity, 
| > whith: was only urgent because it was necessary. 

- Thus depreciated wWirh his Soyer SIGN, and 
prest by. poverty, his spirit began to drogp ; his | 
| intelle&s became deranged, and he perisbed in a 
manner, which,: however it . blameable, 
| must OAT be 2. >" iir uses 
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| Kais ok: a 5 wich Ke RE to Mr. pi TT S 
; when his Petition was thrown. out. of: Bari 
ment. 3 1 
1 From the: 21st of Ar "a 1 day: 15 
which my Petition was presented, (but not ac- 
cepted) — Parliament, L bave egisted by selling 
every little thing of value I had, and now I have 
nothing] left to sell. Let me then, Sir, implore 
vou, by every thing you hold dear, to preserye 
from the effedts of despair, a N who, since 


* 


he is driven to egotize, holds Kimgetf op ges man 
of worth and /honour, and. Who merits nothing 
from his King and Country so much as favour 
and reward; and who adds, that were it not 


| 


that he is a Father, would.cather Peri, © than be 
importunate.““ * 


5 . 


Mr. SUTHEL Lang, has oubliched 1 a long | 


statement of his case, It t.concludes with this. 


. rematkable passage: e oo E040) 5 
_ 


r The” machine seems to be worn out by. | 
% anxiety, vexation, and disappointment, The 
„Tree ,must fall l II bave not a with to prop it 
one hour ARTER THE-APPEARANCE OF THIS 
% PUBLICaTiONn.- But I have a most ardent 
one, that in the next Session of Parliament 
there may be a. virtuous majority in the House 
* of Commons, who shall think chat 1 have fäir 

claims on Government; an that I have a. 
right to transfer them, as hereby I do to my 
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